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Lesson More Comma Uses Reteaching

Name Date

Use commas to set off the explanatory words of a direct quotation, such as she said.

“Tell me more,” she said, “about Native American tribes.”

Use a comma before the coordinating conjunction that joins the two independent
clauses of a compound sentence.

Columbus thought he had reached the Indies, and he called the native people he met 
here Indians.

Use a comma to separate words or phrases that might be mistakenly joined when
they are read.

While hunting, Indians crossed the Bering Strait into North America.

Use commas to indicate the words left out of a parallel word group, or word
groups that repeat the same structure.

The Cree lived in bark tepees; the Chippewa, in domed lodges.

Use a comma after the salutation of a friendly letter and after its closing.

Use a comma between the day of the month and the year (and after the year in a
sentence); between the name of a city or town and state, province, or country, and
after the state, province, or country; between a personal name and an abbreviation
that follows it and after the abbreviation in a sentence; and after each item of an
address (but not before or after the ZIP code). Use a comma after every third digit
from the right in numbers of more than three digits. ZIP codes, phone numbers,
years, and house numbers are exceptions to this rule.

Finally, use commas to avoid confusion before the conjunction but or for when 
it may be mistaken for a preposition; after an introductory adverb that could be
mistaken for a prepositon; to separate a short introductory verbal phrase from the
noun that follows it; and to separate repeated words.

Using Commas Correctly
Insert commas where necessary in the following sentences.

1. Dear Uncle Simon
I am wrapping up a history project this year about Native-American tribes yet

I still need some information. Can you tell me anything about the tribes that
lived in your area of the country?

Your nephew

2. Linda asked “How were the Indians able to cross the Bering Strait?”

3. Some experts believe the Indians settled in the Americas about 35000 years ago.

4. On February 18 1999 Dr. Calderon gave a lecture about the history of Native
Americans in New Mexico.

5. Dr. Daniel Calderon Jr. returned recently to Albuquerque New Mexico where he
had grown up.

6. The Plains tribes ate a great deal of meat but the tribes who lived on the coasts
enjoyed a diet of fish and seafood.
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