
Grades 3-5 Elementary Learning Menu. This elementary learning menu includes options for 
family-supported learning at home in the areas of ELA, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies.  
 
Literacy (Reading and Writing) 

Category Learning Menu Options 
Reading for pleasure Take some time during the day to read something you enjoy. 

Talking about information 
and opinions in the media 

. 

Think about a commercial or story you saw on the news that you really 
enjoyed or found interesting.  Explain to someone why you liked it. 

Compare facts and opinions while watching news stories. Discuss with an 
adult how to confirm that facts are true.  

Talk about the facts and opinions in commercials, news stories, and other 
everyday situations.  What points are they trying to make?  Does it work? 

Close reading - making 
predictions in a story  

If you are reading a story, ask yourself “Why did the character make that 
decision?”  When you are done reading for the day, try to predict what will 
happen next in the story. 

Think about whose point of view the story is told from and how it would 
change if another character wrote it (For example, how does the story 
change if Papa Bear tells the story of Goldilocks?). 
 
Write/tell the story from that character’s point of view. 

Dictionary 
games 

Use a dictionary (book or virtual) and look up 3-5 words you didn’t know 
before. 
  
Pick a few of those words and draw pictures of what they might look like. 

Have a dictionary race.  Have one person come up with a word, and 
everyone else races to find the meaning.  The first person to share a correct 
definition gets a point! 

Take turns finding unfamiliar words; one person says the word and another 
person tries to guess the meaning.  If a person is correct, a point is earned. 

One-of-a-kind sentences 

Pick a letter and make a list of words that begin with it.  Then write a 
sentence using as many of those words as possible.  Draw a picture that 
goes along with your sentence. 



Write silly sentences with a friend or family member.  To practice using 
different kinds of punctuation, make some of them questions and others 
exclamatory (showing strong emotion). 

With a friend or family member, discuss interesting words, such as those 
with many meanings (bark, etc.), the same or opposite meanings (smart, 
clever, intelligent, etc.) and those that sound or are spelled alike (they’re, 
their, there, etc.). Together, write fun sentences using some of these word 
groups and then draw a picture to go with them. 

Passion project - research a 
topic of interest 

What is a topic that you want to learn more about?  Try to find some 
information about it and write or share 2-3 interesting facts with a friend or 
family member. 

Thank-you notes Write a short note to a member of your family or a nursing home resident. 

 
Mathematics 

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Create your own multiplication 
and division flashcards 

Create illustrations of multiplication 
problems using items you can find 
around the house. 

 

Use fractions from recipes and other 
resources around the house and find the 
corresponding decimal (example: ¼ cup 
of sugar = 0.25 cups). 

Use the numbers on cards, 
dominoes and dice to practice 
multiplication or division with 
your child.  

Ask your child to find at least 5 
numbers that end in zero in books, 
then multiply those numbers by 10, 
100 or 1,000. 

Determine the number of ice cubes (or 
other objects) it takes to fill a container 
to help your child understand the 
concept of volume. 

Identify fractions around the 
house. For example, if a 
four-drawer dresser has socks 
in one drawer, then 1/4 of the 
dresser has socks in it.  

Design a hopscotch board labeled 
with fractions and decimals. Ask your 
child to add or subtract as they hop. 

Sort objects into three to five categories, 
and ask your child to create a graph 
based on the categories and explain it to 
you.  



Ask your child to identify the 
shapes and types of angles in 
road signs. 

Ask your child to identify the place 
value of numbers behind the decimal 
point. For example, in 3.2, the 2 is in 
the tenths place, while in 49.75, the 5 
is in the hundredths place with a value 
of .05.  

Provide your child with five numbers – 
for example, 26, 30, 32, 32, 35. Ask your 
child to find the mean, or average (31); 
median, or middle number (32); mode, 
or number that occurs the most (32); 
and range, the difference between the 
highest and lowest number (35 - 26 = 9). 

Measure the sides of four-sided 
objects in daily life with a ruler 
(a table top, cell phone, etc.) 
and add all the sides together 
to find the perimeter.  

Ask your child to keep a running 
record on a tablet, notepad or phone 
of the different shapes and angles in 
your home. 

Construct and classify triangles 
(including equilateral, right, scalene, and 
isosceles triangles) using items that you 
can find around your house, such as 
straws, pencils, or crayons. 

 
 
Science 

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
What is the weather like at your 
house today?  What was it like 
yesterday?  What do you think 
the weather will be  like 
tomorrow?  Discuss the 
weather forecast each day, 
including temperature, wind 
and precipitation.  Organize 
and use data to predict what 
kind of weather will happen 
next.  Examples of data at this 
grade level could include 
average temperature, 
precipitation, and wind 
direction. 

Look at different plants growing 
outside or inside of your home. 
Discuss parts of the plants that help 
them grow or survive.  Examine the 
plants closely to develop an 
understanding of the ways internal 
and external parts of plants support 
their survival, growth, behavior and 
reproduction. Examples of parts could 
include thorns, stems, roots, colored 
petals,nectar, and seeds.  

 

Think about the ingredients needed to 
make cookies. What happens when you 
mix those together and bake them? 
Encourage your child to cook with you. 
Record the ingredients and the product 
you make. Discuss how, when you mix 
two or more substances together, they 
sometimes form a new substance. Can 
you take the ingredients apart after the 
cookies are baked?  Can you think of 
other examples of mixing two or more 
substances together to make a new 
substance that cannot be separated? 

Take a nature walk, read 
books, or watch videos to 
identify living things and talk 
about how they are able to 
survive in their environment. 
Think about and discuss 
inherited traits and how living 
things can adapt to their 
environment. Examples of the 
environment affecting a trait 
could include normally tall 

Talk about why it might be harder to 
see at night or in a dark room 
compared to in daylight or a brightly lit 
room. Develop a model to describe 
how an object can be seen when light 
reflected from its surface enters the 
eye.  Models would identify 
components such as the source of the 
light, objects that are seen, the path of 
the light, and the eye. Models could 
be used to investigate what happens 

Have you seen your shadow? Is it 
always the same length and in the same 
position? Place a long stick in the 
ground.  Go outside and observe the 
change in the shadow of the stick at 
different times of the day.  Draw a model 
of the shadows over a period of time. 
Notice and wonder how and why the 
shadow changes.  Develop an 
understanding of daily patterns of 
change in the length and direction of 



plants grown with insufficient 
water are stunted; a pet dog 
that is given too much food and 
little exercise may become 
overweight; and animals who 
teach their offspring skills like 
hunting. 

when one of the components changes 
(Example: Close the eyes, block the 
light, or change the light path). 

shadows in relation to the position of the 
sun.  

Why is the ball moving?  Why 
is the book stationary? 
Investigate the effects of forces 
on moving objects and then on 
stationary objects.  Identify the 
forces acting on the moving 
and stationary objects. 
Examples could include an 
unbalanced force on one side 
of a ball can make it start 
moving and balanced forces 
pushing on a box from opposite 
sides will not produce any 
motion at all. 

When you roll a ball to your sibling or 
parent does it always reach them? 
Do you have to push it harder to 
reach them? Toss a ball outside or roll 
a ball inside and discuss how to make 
it go shorter and farther distances. 
Notice and ask questions about the 
relationship between the speed of an 
object and the energy of that object. 
Roll the ball down a ramp and notice 
what happens to the speed of the ball. 
Investigate how the height of the ramp 
can change the speed of the ball. As 
objects increase in speed they 
possess more energy (e.g. ball rolling 
down a ramp). 

Do the moon and stars look the same 
every night?  Go outside on clear nights 
and look at the moon and stars. Keep 
record of the changes on a calendar or a 
piece of paper.  Ask your child to 
describe patterns they notice and 
explain how the sky looks different 
throughout the month and seasons.  

How does your magnetic toy 
work?  Ask questions to 
determine the cause and effect 
relationship of magnetic 
interactions between two 
objects not in contact with each 
other. Look for magnetic 
objects around your house like 
refrigerator door magnets, toys 
with magnets, and devices with 
magnets. Use magnets to 
identify things a magnet will 
attract or stick to. 

Do you smell food cooking at your 
house? Does it make you feel 
hungry?  Describe how animals 
receive different types of information 
through their senses, process the 
information in their brain, and respond 
to the information in different ways. 
Consider the things around your 
home you can see, smell, touch, 
taste, and hear and then draw a 
diagram of how the information travels 
from the object to your brain. 
Describe how people can react to the 
different information.  

How do you have energy to play 
outside?  Think about the things you eat. 
Write  down on a piece of paper the 
things you ate for dinner and then write 
down if those things are plants or 
animals.   How did those things get 
energy? Do some animals eat plants? 
How do plants get energy?  Draw a 
diagram to show how energy for living 
things originates from the sun.  

Draw pictures of animals and 
their offspring.  Identify how the 
animals and their offspring are 
alike and different. Identify 
characteristics of organisms 
like pets and farm animals that 
are inherited from their parents. 
Understand that different 

Think about a body of water near your 
home and the land around the body of 
water.  Wonder and notice how water, 
ice, wind and plants around the body 
of water affects the breakdown of 
rocks and the movement of rocks at 
the pond or lake.  Will the land around 
the pond or lake change over time? 

Have you seen deer or skunks along the 
side of roads?  Why are those animals 
near roads and homes?  Discuss how 
the construction of new homes or 
buildings might change the ecosystem 
from before the construction began. 
What are some other examples of 
activities that have effects on 



organisms vary in how they 
look and function because they 
have different inherited 
information. 

ecosystems?  

 
 
Social Studies 

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

If you could give $100 to a 
charity, which one would you 
choose and why? 

What natural resources are present in 
your community?  How do they affect 
your area? Describe how people in 
your community interact with the 
environment. 

 

If you could change one rule or law- 
what would you change and why? 

If you could make a photo book 
of Oklahoma, what pictures 
would you include and why? 

If you could make up a new holiday 
what would it be? 

If you could go back in time and 
interview someone who would it be and 
what would you ask?  

If you could grow up to be 
famous, what would you want 
to be famous for and why? 

Play games or put together puzzles 
that identify states, major cities, and 
transportation routes. 
Create a board game using the 
different regions of the United States. 

Describe the concept of revolution, What 
revolutionized communication, 
transportation, or industry? 
  

Create a picture map of 
Oklahoma by drawing the 
shape of the state and 
illustrating with pictures of 
things that represent 
Oklahoma. 

Make an illustrated compass rose, 
landform chart, or hemisphere map. 

Create an illustrated timeline for the 
events leading to independence. 



 
 

   

Circle activity to sort out what 
community is larger - example 
a country is larger than a state, 
a state is larger than a city, and 
a city is larger than a school. 
(could also sort containers of 
different sizes) 

 

If you opened a store, what would you 
sell and why? What kinds of 
businesses are in your community? 

Conduct an election for who is going to 
cook dinner or any number of things in 
your family.  Set up a secret ballot box. 

  

Create a historical marker of 
something that is important in 
Oklahoma history.  Where 
would it be placed? 
 

Create something out of trash - create 
something new from something you 
can recycle. 
 
Look at the tags on your clothes and 
create a chart/map of where your 
clothes were made. 

Write a personal declaration of 
independence from something relevant 
in real life using Jefferson’s format. 



 


