
 

Elementary Learning Menu 1-2 

Category Learning Menu Options 

Reading: 
Fluency 

● Read a short paragraph or poem together. If your child knows all 
of the words in the text, have him/her practice reading it in 
different ways--fast, slow, in an excited way, in a whisper. If your 
child reads a word incorrectly, stop them, have them look at the 
letters and sound it out, then keep going. 

● Reread favorite books and stories. 

Reading: 
Vocabulary 

● Play word games with your child. Say a word that has several 
meanings, such as “bat.”  See how many meanings your child can 
come up with for that word (e.g., baseball bat, bat that flies, a 
kitten will bat at a ball, etc.). Ask your child to draw a picture of 
one of the meanings and write a sentence to match it. 

● Challenge yourself and your child to use words from the books 
you are reading together in conversations. 

Reading: 
Comprehension 

● Take some time during the day to read something you enjoy. This 
includes reading with someone or listening to a story being read 
aloud, either by a person or as an audio book. 

● Choose a topic of interest and read several from sources about 
that topic. Often, children will be interested in different science or 
social studies concepts. While reading, discuss new vocabulary 
and notice new learning. Make connections to knowledge your 
child already has, or clear up misunderstandings your child might 
have had. 

● During and after reading, ask your child some questions about 
what was read. Give your child the opportunity to ask their own 
questions for someone else to answer. See the sample questions 
below. 

● After your child reads a story, work together to create your own 
versions, changing details such as setting, time, or even the 
ending. You can even tweak the story so it occurs in places or 
with characters you know. This helps them understand story 
structure and make comparisons. 

● During and after reading, talk with your child about the information 
he or she learned from a book about real people, places or things. 

 



 

Category Learning Menu Options 

Writing: 
Handwriting 

● Practice handwriting by writing uppercase and lowercase letters, 
words, and sentences. 

Writing 

● Write stories or observations about the world around your child in 
a notebook. What does your child notice or find interesting? 

● Encourage your child to use different kinds of sentences when 
they write, including those that tell information (e.g., My dog is 
happy.) and those that ask questions (e.g., Is your dog happy?). 
As they are writing, challenge your child to include describing 
words and phrases to lengthen the sentence or to use more 
descriptive words in place of common words such as “happy” to 
add more detail  (e.g., My fluffy dog is excited when I come 
home.). 

● Think of a topic or question that is interesting. Have your child 
create questions to ask about that topic. Help them find the 
answer to some of their questions. Have your child write 
sentences and/or draw pictures to show what they learned. 

● Encourage your child to write creative stories. Perhaps a favorite 
stuffed animal is going on an adventure, or an imaginary 
conversation is taking place between two bugs in the yard.  

Social Studies 

● Read a story and retell or act out the story using the correct 
sequence of events or create a timeline of events. 

● Play a game without rules and discuss what happens.  Were 
there problems?  Do you need rules?  If so, what rules do you 
need?  Replay the game with rules decided on and see if the 
game improves. 

● Discuss if your community is rural or urban using examples of 
why it is rural or urban?  If you live in a rural area, where is the 
nearest urban area?  If you live in an urban area, what is the 
nearest rural area? 

● Describe a tradition your community has each year?  If you could 
create a tradition for your community, what would it be? 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Category Learning Menu Options 

Math: 
Number and 
Operations 

● Play the Four Strikes and You’re Out game. Come up with a 
“secret” math equation. Similar to hangman, use lines to show 
the math equation. (e.g., _ _ + _ _ = _ _) Have students guess 
which numbers (0-9) go in each blank. If they guess a number 
not in the equation, it is a strike. See if they can correctly guess 
the equation before they get four strikes. Additional explanation 
for this game, as well as other math games can be found in this 
brief article from Marilyn Burns. 

● Play different math and card games to practice addition and 
subtraction skills. Have your child keep score for additional 
practice. 

Math:  
Data 

● Collect items from around the house and yard. Have your student 
organize them by a category, such as color or size. Then have 
them create a chart or graph to show their information. Write a 
couple of sentences about their data (e.g., There are 2 more red 
cars than green cars.).  

Math:  
Patterns 

● Use objects from around the house and yard to create repeating 
patterns. For example, a Hot Wheels collection could be 
arranged to show car, car, truck, car, car, truck. Ask your child to 
identify what should come next in the pattern. 

Science 

● Watch videos of baby animals and their parents and describe 
how they interact. Describe the ways baby animals and parents 
look alike and different. 

● Observe the sun, moon and stars over multiple days (in a journal 
with descriptions and drawings). Describe the differences in their 
appearance or location from day to day or week to week.  

● Go on nature walks and describe plant and animal parts and how 
they might help the organisms survive. For example: Roses have 
sharp thorns that hurt when you touch them. Maybe this keeps 
people from picking them. 

● Go outside after a windy or rainy day. Describe what changes 
they see or what is different. Discuss how the wind or water might 
have caused these changes. 

https://mathsolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/WinWin_MathGames.pdf


 

Science 
(continued) 

● Go on a scavenger hunt in the kitchen together and put all the 
bowls, utensils, pots and pans in groups based on similarities and 
differences. 

● Walk around your neighborhood or a park and document the 
different plants, insects and animals you see. Then go to a 
different neighborhood or park and find out if the same plants, 
insects and animals are present.  

 
 
 

Questions to Ask During and After Reading for Comprehension 
● What was the book mostly about? 
● What was the author trying to say about the main idea? 

● What were some details from the text that support the main idea? 
● How are these details related to the main idea? 

● Where or when did the story take place? What are some clues from the text to let 
you know this? 

● Why was this place or time important to the story? How would the story have 
changed if the setting had changed? 

● Who are the main characters? How do you know they are the most important? 
● What does (character) do on page __? What does this tell you about (character)? 
● How does (character) feel on page __? What words from the text let you know? 

● What were some of the events that happened in the story? Can you describe them 
in order? 

● What was the main problem (character) faced? What did (the character) do to solve 
that problem? 

● If you could change the ending of the story (or any other event), how would you 
change it? 

Note: For stronger readers, ask them to provide more detail or find evidence in the text 
to support their answers. 

 


