
News Release of the Board of Education 
Independent School District, I001 

Pawnee, OK  74058 
The Board of Education of Pawnee Independent School District, No. I001, met in special session, 
Tuesday, September 18, 2019, at 7:00 pm, at the Pawnee High School Library Media Room: 

Present: Mrs. Suzanne Grooms, President 
  Dr. Gene Evans, Vice-President 
  Mr. JC Higgins, Member 
  Mrs. Savannah Waters, Member 
  Mr. Ned Williams, Superintendent 
  Mrs. Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
  Ms. Jackie Young, Middle School Principal/Athletic Director 
  Mrs. Stacy Womack, High School Principal 
  Mrs. Cheryl Ryan, Treasurer 
  Mrs. Velvet Thurber, Minutes Clerk 
 
Guests:  Approximately 50. 
 

1. Open meeting and roll call. 
 

Motion to call meeting to order. Evans 
Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 
Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, and Waters 
No None 

 
 

2.  Strategic planning session with the board of education and 
administrative team on the issue of facility planning with community 
engagement.  No action will be taken by the board of education at this 
meeting. 
 
Mrs. Grooms stated that the board wants to make sure that the public is involved in 
planning, now and in the future, to achieve the results needed. 
 
Mrs. Spears stated that she feels that it is important to have a new elementary school. 
 
Mr. Higgins stated that he would like to hear input from teachers. 



Mrs. Waters stated that she would like to see a long term plan for the entire school. 
 
Dr. Evans stated that we need to think of our end goal and a plan for the future. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that he felt that everyone agreed that we need a new elementary 
and we must consider our tax base.  He said the last sale of the present bond issue 
would occur in the summer of 2021.  After that bond is sold, the school could ask voters 
to extend the current millage rate of 13 mills which would not raise the taxes citizens 
currently pay.  His opinion was not raising taxes would have a greater potential of 
passing than a bond issue that would raise taxes significantly. 
 
He said a vote on extending the present bond structure could be brought to a vote in 
the fall of 2021 or the spring of 2022.  Either date would allow the school to receive the 
new money in the summer of 2022.  The new money available would be approximately 
$2,200,000.  This choice would dictate the building of a new elementary school that 
would have to be done in phases. 
 
Mr. Williams said he felt having a strategic plan in place and not raising taxes offered the 
best possibility of getting a new elementary school. 
 
Mrs. Womack stated that things of importance include: 
1.  Safety…What are our weaknesses and how can we fix things? 
2. Moral of Students…. New or updated facilities make students feel good about their 

school. 
 
Mrs. Jackie Young stated that the middle school is the newest building and felt that it is 
important to provide a new elementary.  She agreed that safety was very important and 
would like to have a positive learning environment for our students. 
 
Mrs. Burnett stated that her top priority is also safety.  There are very few places that 
our students can go without going outside, including the library, cafeteria, gymnasium, 
special classes, etc.  She would like to be able to let the children know that the 
community is willing to invest in them.  She referenced that how buildings looked really 
effect learning.   
 

 Mrs. Grooms asked for possibilities and suggestions from the audience. 
 

1.  Needed square footage 
2. Cheaper to build a two story building. 
3. One building vs. multiple buildings.  Important to make sure everything is connected. 
4. Breezeways to connect buildings 
5. Major dream.   Everything in one big complex, district wide. 
6. Safety for children is a major issue. 
7. Fences to surround the entire campus to make sure it is safe. 



8. Inside structure of Upper Elementary is not safe. 
9. We have too many windows. 
10. Fire suppression system for any new buildings. 
11. Classroom doors are not secure because they are wood doors. 
12. Bond Clarification 
13. Is a bond issue the only possibility to raise funds? 
14. New gymnasium, storm shelter, and cafeteria for MS/HS 
15. Teachers need to be involved in the design of the school. 
16. Community polling and surveys 
17. Efficient Parking 
18. Purchasing property on west side of upper elementary 
19. Elementary built south of the high school 
20. Build around football field…. concern is the railroad blocking ambulances and 

flooding. 
21. Building north of the dome 
22. Technology:  fiber-optics 
23. Fire department issues with multiple story building 
24. Include City and Pawnee Nation 
25. Empty lot west of 5th grade buildings 
26. $150 to $200 per square feet-Tulsa area schools price 
27. $300 to $400 per square feet-Stillwater area 
28. Takes at least one year to build buildings 
29. Investment in students=investment in the future 
30. Current location:  uphill and steps 
31. Water filter system 
32. Landscape to address steps 
33. Infrastructure (underground lines) 
34. Bus safety issues and logistics (fence) 
35. Financial consultants to give details and provide a starting point. 
36. Upgrading utilities 
37. Realistically dealing with two separate campuses. 
38. Input from teachers on issues they are dealing with daily. 
39. Meetings on a day other than Wednesday because of church 

 
Dr. Evans stated that it is very important to visualize where we want to be in ten to twenty 
years and build towards that goal. 

 
3. Adjournment: 

Time:  8:32 pm 
The motion was made by Higgins and seconded by Waters.  The motion carried. 
 
 


