
News Release of the Board of Education 
Independent School District, I001 

Pawnee, OK  74058 
The   Board of Education of Pawnee Independent School District, No. I001, met in regular 

session, Monday, June 28, 2021, at 7:00 pm, at the Pawnee High School Media Center   

Present: Mr. Gary Vance, President 
Dr. Gene Evans, Vice-President 

  Mr. JC Higgins, Clerk 
  Mrs. Savannah Waters, Member 
  Mr. John Henry, Member 
  Mrs. Stacy Womack, Superintendent 

Mrs. Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
  Mrs. Cheryl Ryan, Treasurer/Minutes Clerk 
   
Guests:  Kellie Ehler 
  Camille Owens 
  Justin Woolverton 
  Chris Hudgins 
  Kim Vassar 
  Jordan Smith 
  Meila Dixon  
  
 

1. Open meeting and roll call. 
 

Motion to call meeting to order. Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No  None 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3. Public Addresses the Board 

(Anyone wishing to offer information on any item on the agenda may do so at this time.  
This is limited to items listed on the agenda.) 

 
None 



 
4. Letters:  Open, discuss, and vote on matters enclosed. 

 
None 

5. Consent Agenda 
 

All the following items, which concern reports and items of a routine nature normally 
approved at a board meeting, will be approved by one board vote, unless any board 
member desired to have a separate vote on any or all of these items.  The consent 
agenda consists of the discussion, consideration, and approval of the following items: 
 

A. Review and approval of board meeting minutes. 
 
1. June 7, 2021, regular board meeting 

 

B. Financial Report 
1. Report on collections and status of building and general funds. 

 
2. Review collections and expenditures from the activity fund and transfers, if 

needed.  
 

3. Approve purchase order encumbrances: 
General Fund:  #473-496 
Building Fund:  #22-27 
 

Motion to approve all items on the 
Consent Agenda, which include approval 
of the June 7, 2021, board minutes, and 
all financial reports, including activity 
fund and purchase order encumbrances 
listed above. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

 
C. Principals’ Reports 
 

Elementary:  Mrs. Burnett 
 



1. The third grade summer reading program is wrapping up.  Thanks to Mrs. Wilson and 
Mrs. Reed for ensuring that our students are able to take advantage of the opportunity 
to advance their reading skills.  

 

2. Our kindergarten summer program with Mrs. Kirkendall will begin on July 6 and run 
intermittently during July.  

 

3. Elementary enrollment is scheduled for August 4th and 5th from 9:00 – 3:00.  Parents of new 
students will need to bring a birth certificate and shot record for each student.  Parents of 
existing students will only need to fill out paperwork for the 2021-22 school year.   

 

Middle School/High School:  Mrs. Hixon 
 

Though it seems strange to say it, we are gearing up for the upcoming school year! I 
would like to thank the custodial staff for their hard work. The Middle School already 
looks amazing, and they are working tirelessly to get the high school ready for some 
much needed upgrades.  
 
Our coaches have spent the month of June getting our athletes ready for their 
respective sports. Summer Pride is happening not only at the football field, but also 
in the gym. Coach Cook, Coach Spears, and Coach Novotny host the girls in the 
mornings from 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. There have been 20 high school girls and 10 
junior high girls taking advantage of the workouts. 
 
Coach Cook and Coach Kendle host the boys from 8:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. There 
have been 28 high school boys, and 20 junior high boys take advantage of those 
workouts. 
 
Coach Page has opened the gym every morning, and has up to 12 players in at some 
point, which is great considering many play multiple sports. Coach Thompson has 
also helped with those workouts. 
 
Mr. Griesel is taking the 2021-22 officers to the FFA Alumni Leadership camp, July 
4th through the 7th. 
4-H/FFA booster club is hosting the fireworks stand near the lake. 
 
Stage Right has finished up their Junior camp and has been working on the 

production “Bye, bye Birdie”. 
 
It has already been a very busy and productive summer. 

 

 

6. Unfinished Business 
None 
 



7. Business 
 

A. Discussion and vote to approve temporary appropriations for FY2022, beginning 
July 1, 2021. 
 

Motion to approve temporary 
appropriations for FY2022. 

Evans 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
B. Discussion and possible vote on cross-country. 

 
Lindsey Teter had requested that this item be place on the agenda.  She was not in 
attendance to discuss the matter.  
 
 

C. Public Input on ESSER III funds. 
 
The following uses of funds were discussed: 
 
1. Technology (chromebooks, servers copiers, security cameras, access points,  etc) 
2. Activities to address learning loss, including remediation, tutoring, curriculum 

software subscriptions 
3. Transportation (Busses, suburban) 
4. New heating and AC units 
5. Canopies over picnic tables 
6. Bottle fill water fountains 
7. Entrance at middle school 
8. Cleaning/disinfecting supplies 
9. Insurance 

 
D. Discussion and vote to consider Miela Dixon’s request to use gymnasium on July 

16, 6:30-8:30 pm. 

Mrs. Dixon requested the board approve her request to use the gymnasium to offer 

a Women’s Self Defense Class on July 16th, 6:30-8:30 pm.  All participants must sign a 

liability release.  In return, she offered to donate $1,500 to be divided evenly 

between the school, the basketball program, and the wrestling programs. 

Motion to approve the request by Mrs. 
Dixon and to thank her for the donation. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 



Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
E. Discussion and vote to hire new employees. 

 
Mrs. Womack recommended that the board hire Jordan DeRoin and Brad Sewell, as 
teachers for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

Motion to hire Jordan DeRoin and Brad 
Sewell as teachers for the 2021-2022 
school year. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
 

F. Discussion and vote to approve the “PTO Back to School Bash” on August 7, 2021 
from noon to 6:00 pm.   
 
The ‘PTO Back to School Bash” will be held on August 7, 2021 from noon to 6:00 pm.  
Admission is $5.00, which includes a meal and swimming 
 

Motion to approve the request by the 
PTO for a “Back to School Bash” 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

G. Discussion, consideration and vote to adopt a Resolution declaring an emergency 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 130 of the Oklahoma Public Competitive 

Bidding Act of 1974 in order to repair to the Auditorium from the winter storm in 

February 2021. 

FURTHER RECOMMEND: The attorneys for the school district prepare/approve the 
appropriate contract document(s) and the proper officers of the Board of Education 
be authorized to execute the document(s) on behalf of the district. 
 
RATIONALE: 

 
The resolution allows the district to begin immediate repairs and remove the 

danger of further damage and risk to the public safety associated with the damages 
from the sprinkler pipe burst during the winter storm in February 2021.  Specifically, 



the resolution provides authorization to the Superintendent or her designee to 
solicit proposals from two or more contractors, and to award a contract or contracts 
to the lowest responsible proposal to begin immediate repairs: and to take such 
other action as is necessary to remove the danger of further damage and the risk to 
public health and safety associated with such damage. 

 
Motion to adopt a Resolution declaring an 
emergency in order to repair the 
Auditorium from the winter storm in 
February 2021. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
H. Approve the lowest responsible bid from Nabholz Construction for the storm 

damage repair to the Auditorium. 
 

Funding is contingent upon insurance claim reimbursement. 
 

Rationale:  The repair of the Auditorium is necessary to insure a safe and healthy 
environment for the students and public.   

 
 

Motion to approve the lowest responsible 
bid from Nabholz Construction. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
I. Discussion and vote to adopt guidelines/policy on public comment at board 

meetings. 
 
The board considered and voted to adopt the following guidelines/policy: 
 

Public Comment Guidelines 
In the interest of open communications, Pawnee Public School District wishes to 
provide an opportunity for the public to address the School Board. That 
opportunity is provided at every regular School Board meeting during Public 
Comments according to Open Meeting Law.   

 



REGULAR MEETINGS: 

Because the Regular Meeting is designed to allow the Board to conduct the 
business of the school, anyone indicating a desire to speak to an item included in 
the agenda may do so during the Public Comments section or may choose to 
speak when a specific agenda item is discussed.  When acknowledged by the 
Board Chair to speak, please state your name, address and topic. Once the 
member of the Public is recognized, the visitor has one opportunity to express an 
opinion on the item approved for the agenda.  All remarks shall not be 
redundant and shall be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to any specific 
member(s) or to any person who is not a member of the Board. Please limit your 
comments to no more than three (3) minutes. Longer time may be granted at 
the discretion of the Board Chair.  

 
If you have written comments, the Board would like to have a copy, which will 
help them better understand, investigate and respond to your proposal. The 
Board Chair may respond and may request additional information or research be 
obtained. If additional research is needed, responses will be shared at the next 
regularly scheduled Board meeting. The Board Chair may ask questions of you in 
order to gain a thorough understanding of your concern, suggestion or request. 
Additionally, Board members may direct questions to you. 

 
Motion to adopt the suggested 
guidelines/policy on public comment at 
board meetings. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

8. Superintendent’s Report 
 
Mrs. Womack commended Tracy Burnett for her determination and drive to continue 
working and planning for the new school year. 
 
She addressed the water leak in front of the high school building. 
 
She expressed her condolences to the Morrison School and extended her heartfelt 
sympathy to the entire community. 
 

9. New Business (Items not known when the agenda was published.)  In 
accordance with OK STAT. tit.25, Section 311 (A)(9). 
 

None 
 



10. Report from Members: 
 

Mr. Higgins Expressed appreciation on all the work and time devoted to the bond issue. 

Mrs. Waters Expresses excitement over the upcoming bond vote. 

 
 

11. Adjournment: 
Time:  8:35 pm 
Motion:  Evans 
Motion seconded by:  Higgins 
The motion carried. 
 


