
News Release of the Board of Education 
Independent School District, I001 

Pawnee, OK  74058 
The   Board of Education of Pawnee Independent School District, No. I001, met in regular 

session, Monday, May 4, 2020, at 7:00 pm, at the Pawnee High School Auditorium.   

Present: Mrs. Suzanne Grooms, President 
Dr. Gene Evans, Vice President 

  Mr. Gary Vance, Clerk 
  Mr. JC Higgins, Member 
  Mrs. Savannah Waters, Member 
  Mr. Ned Williams, Superintendent 
  Mrs. Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
  Ms. Jackie Young, Middle School Principal/Athletic Director 
  Mrs. Stacy Womack, High School Principal 
  Mrs. Cheryl Ryan, Treasurer/Minutes Clerk 
   
 
Guests:  Jasha Lyons-Echohawk 

Liz Mitchell 
Aaron Mitchell 
Ed Bedient 

  Mark and Rebecca Palmatary 
  Kim Vassar 
   

A. Open meeting and roll call. 
 

Motion to call meeting to order. Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
B. Review and approval of April 6, 2020, minutes. (Regular Board Meeting)  

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 
2020 regularly scheduled meeting. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 



 
 

C. Public Addresses the Board 
 
None 
 

D. Letters:   Open, discuss, and vote on matters, as needed. 
1. Christy Moorman:  Thank you letter in the memory of her son, Blaze. 
2. Mike Brock:  Resignation letter 
3. Nicole Eastman:  Resignation letter 
 

Motion to regretfully accept Mike Brock’s 
resignation. 

Evans 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
Motion to regretfully accept Nicole Eastman’s 
resignation. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

E. Unfinished Business 
1. Discussion and possible vote on request to offer Cross Country. 

 
Jasha Lyons Echohawk requested permission to start a cross country team.  She 
presented information to the board consisting of information and a survey showing 
interest in the sport.  She offered to coordinate fund raisers to fund the program. 
 
Cross country for 2A schools are typically 1.5-3 miles.   
 
The board questioned the liability involved.  Mr. Williams stated that the tribal 
reserve would be the safest place to conduct cross-country training. 
 
The board expressed support, but stated that a plan needs to be in place to ensure 
that the program was successful. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that he would be willing to research OSSAA rules and neighboring 
schools that offer the sport. 
 



Dr. Evans stated that the commitment for coaches is a major obstacle.  Mrs. Lyons-
Echohawk stated that she would like to see a running club in collaboration with 
Pawnee Nation and felt there were many community members who would be 
committed to this.  She stated that she was committed to the program and would 
reach out to others to serve as a resource. 
 
Mr. Williams said that this would require a commitment from Pawnee Nation to 
support the program and partner with the school.  He suggested that the board 
revisit this after the council election. 
 

Motion to table the decision until more 
information is available. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

2. Mrs. Brown’s Government Class:  Discussion, review of additional 
information, and possible vote on allowing unnatural hair color. 
 
Additional information received from the students: 

 

The students are specifically asking be allowed to either dye their whole head of 

hair or be allowed to put in highlights that are of one unnatural hair color.  They 

are not asking to be able to dye their hair multiple colors at the same time.  For 

example: a student could have all their hair pink OR be allowed to have pink 

highlights along with their natural hair color. 

 

Ms. Grooms said that she appreciated the effort from the government class and 

wants the students to feel free to express themselves, but was not able to support 

the idea. 

 

Dr. Evans stated that he felt that it was a lowering of standards and was opposed 

to that idea. 

 

Mr. Williams stated that students who want to express themselves have 

opportunities within the school rules.   

 
Motion to deny the request. Vance 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 



3. Mrs. Brown’s Government Class:  Discussion, review of additional 
information, and possible vote on rescinding the closed campus rule. 

 
Information to clarify the original request was presented to the board of education.    
 

What the students are specifically asking is for juniors and seniors to be able to 

go downtown to eat lunch on the condition of good behavior and meeting the 

requirements of being eligible, being free of d-hall, and not being tardy after 

lunch.  To mitigate the safety issues, they would stay on a designated existing 

sidewalk that the administration deems to be the most conducive to an orderly 

and safe walk to town.  For example, the sidewalk down 7th street is an option.  

They are requesting that deserving students be allowed the freedom to go 

downtown to eat during lunch. 

 
The board thanked the students for their input, but stated that safety was the most 
important issue and did not feel that it was in the best interest of the school to 
rescind this policy. 
 

Motion to deny the request to rescind 
the closed campus policy. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

  

4. Liz Mitchell:  Discussion, review of additional information, and possible 
vote on allowing Mrs. Mitchell to use the dome for tumbling classes. 

 
Mrs. Mitchell requested permission to use the dome for tumbling classes.   
 
Mr. Williams stated that he had surveyed five local schools and none of these 
schools required their cheerleaders to take tumbling and none of the schools hosted 
tumbling classes on their campuses. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell stated that she was requesting the service for middle school/high 
school students only. 
 
Mr. Williams informed the board that the dome has been set up to allow social 
distancing during storm threats and conducting any type of activity in the dome 
would hinder keeping the facility set up during the spring and summer seasons. 
 
Dr. Evans recognized that cheerleading is a sport and requires commitment. 
 



Ms. Grooms stated that we need a solidified plan in order to grow our athletic 
programs. 
 
Mrs. Burnett requested that: 
a. Only the participants and coaches be allowed in the dome. 
b. Dome must be clean after each session. 
c. Dome must be in the same condition after the practice as it was before the 

practice, including chair placement. 
 
 

Motion to approve the request to use the 
dome for tumbling classes for 6-12 
cheerleaders, as long as the instructor 
meets all of OSSAA guidelines and meets 
approval with Mrs. Burnett and Mrs. 
Womack. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

F. Business 
 

1. Discussion and possible vote to accept the lowest or best bid to 
demolish two houses, specified in bid quotations. 
 
Mr. Williams opened the following bids for demolition of two houses at 623 
Cleveland and 709 7th Street. 

   

StrongOx Enterprises $11,750.00 

Hurricane Roofing and Remodeling $23,850.00 

Pawnee Ready Mix-Ricky Edwards $16,300.00 

 
 

Motion to accept the low bid from 
StrongOx Enterprises. 

Evans 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

2. Discussion and possible vote to accept the lowest or best bid to 
construct parking lots in three areas, specified in bid quotations. 



 
Mr. Williams opened three bids: 
 

StrongOx Enterprises $9,400.00 

Hurricane Roofing and Remodeling $22,950.00 

Pawnee Ready Mix-Ricky Edwards $6,212.00 

 
Motion to accept the low bid from 
Pawnee Ready Mix. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
 

3. Liz Mitchell:  Discussion, review of cheerleading guidelines, and possible 
vote on cheerleading policy guidelines. 

 
Motion to approve the policy change to allow for a 
mascot tryout. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

4. Aaron Mitchell:  Discussion and possible vote on request to change 
middle school baseball to a school sponsored sport. 

 
Mr. Mitchell provided an update on middle school baseball that he started five years 
ago.  He said we have had strong participation and support from the community. 
 
He stated that all neighboring schools sponsor middle school baseball, except for 
Ponca City, Stillwater, and Pawnee. 
 
He stated that data shows that there is a high interest in middle school baseball.   
 
He also provided a list of everything the middle school community team has 
improved or provided during the past five years.  The middle school team has also 
funded equipment for both the middle school and high school team. 
 
The middle team has raised over $23,000 in the past four years.  He stated that the 
team has been self-supporting by the community. 



 
Mr. Mitchell asked the school board to hire a certified high school baseball coach and 
assistant that would coach the high school and middle school baseball teams. 
 
The board stated that they were proud of the improvements made in the field and 
thanked Mr. Mitchell for his numerous achievements with the program. 

 
Motion to table the decision until the June 
29, 2020 meeting. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

5. Discussion and possible vote to consider paying lay coaches, other 
individuals scheduled to work after spring break, and the 2020 rental 
for the golf course. 

Normally, since we have a shortage of coaches, the school pays lay coaches a 
stipend.  It has been beneficial to the school to utilize lay coaches in areas that need 
additional personnel. 
 
This year, due to Covid-19, we have individuals who were scheduled to work, but 
because of circumstances would not be needed. 
 
Additionally, normally we would have paid a $2,200 membership fee for the golf 
course. Since the course was not used this year, Mr. Williams asked for guidance 
from the board on how to proceed since Pawnee students were being allowed the 
use of the golf course while practicing social distancing. 
 

Motion to pay these individuals and pay 
the golf membership fee. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

6. Motion and vote to convene or not to convene in executive session to 
discuss plans and procedures involving a handicapped child during 
graduation.  Oklahoma Statute 25 OS:  307 (B) (6). 
 
 

Motion to convene in executive session. Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 



Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 
 

7. Motion and vote to acknowledge return to open session, if necessary. 
 

Motion to reconvene in open session. Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
 

8. Board President’s Statement of Executive Session Compliance, if 
necessary. 

 
Mrs. Grooms stated that the board made no decisions and took no votes in 
executive session. 
 

9. Discussion and vote on commencement procedures. 
 

Mr. Williams recommended that the board proceed with graduation plans on May 
15, making allowances for social distancing.   
 
The board discussed several different ways to have the graduation on May 15, 2020 
with social distancing. 
 
Since the Covid-19 pandemic has caused education to adopt some unusual ways of 
learning, the board decided to use an unusual plan for graduation. 
 
The plan is to have graduation on the courthouse square.  The seniors will arrive with 
a parade of cars.  The seniors will exit their cars and walk to the podium to receive 
their diploma and have their picture taken.   
 
There will be a Facebook live-stream of the parade and diploma presentation so 
everyone can view the parade and presentations. 
 
A detailed plan of the ceremony will be sent to all seniors and a copy of the plan will 
be released in the Pawnee Chief next week. 

 
Motion to conduct a graduation parade.   Waters 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 



Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

G. Financial Report 
 

1. Report on collections and status of building and general funds. 
 
The board reviewed the reports. 
 

2. Review collections and expenditures from the activity fund.  Vote to 
approve the activity fund report. 
 

The board reviewed the activity fund report. 
 

Motion to approve the activity fund 
report. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Evans 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 
 

3. Vote to approve purchase order encumbrances from the general and 
building funds. 

 

Motion to approve purchase orders 462-
491 in the general fund and 28-30  in the 
building fund 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Grooms, Higgins, Vance, and Waters 

No None 

 

H. School Reports 
 
1. Mrs. Burnett, Elementary Principal 

A. The final week of distance / continuous learning packets will go out on Thursday, May 7.  
We have had an overwhelmingly positive response in work picked up and returned.  
Teachers have been contacting each parent weekly and assisting wherever they can.  
We also greatly appreciate parents who have stepped in to help their children continue 
learning at home. 
 



B. Completed work is being distributed to each teacher the Monday after it is turned in.  
Teachers are assessing the assignments and will assign the appropriate credit when 
continuous learning is completed. 

 

C. Pre-enrollment for pre-kindergarten is ongoing.  There are a few spots left that parents 
can reserve for their child by calling the elementary school at 918-762-3618.  For full 
enrollment in August, we will need a copy of a child’s original birth certificate and shot 
record. 

 
D. Fifth grade pre-enrollment for middle school was emailed or inserted into week 4 

learning packet and will also be included in week 5. 

 

2. Mrs. Young, Middle School Principal/Athletic Director 

Pawnee Middle School Report 

 
• Phase 2 Continuous Learning packets distributed through week 4.  Positive response and 

feedback. Students’ locker belongings picked up.  
o  4th packet dispersed April 30 – returned May 7.   
o  5th packet dispersed May 7 – returned May 14.  

 
• 2020-2021 Pre- Enrollment taking place with Mrs. Waren overseeing.  Forms are due 

May 11. 
 

• Last day of school - May 15. 
 

• Support staff busy  
* Kenneth /custodian- replacing tile, repairing floors in MS, fixing holes and drywall, 
cleaning and sanitizing rooms and lockers 
*  Lacy/ secretary - academic awards organized, copying, organizing and distributing MS 
enrichment/review packets.  Organizing collection of packets on Thursdays. 

 

3. Mrs. Womack, High School Principal 
Pawnee High School Report 

* I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the community of Pawnee for the 

ongoing support during this unprecedented time.  Additionally, I would like to thank 

Brenda Rolland and the Methodist Church in Maramec for their donation of chips to our 

lunch program, Kelli and Brandon Douglas at Ranch Burger for their efforts of honoring a 

senior a day by giving them a free meal, Meurer Abstract for decorating their windows 

honoring our seniors, and First Bank and Trust for giving each senior a gift card.  

* Armstrong Bank will be awarding three cash scholarships to some of our art students.  

We have also had private donors reach out to make additional cash scholarship awards 

to some of our seniors. 



* Thank you to Keystone Foods for preparing and serving meals as well as Andy Wheeler, 

Debbie Adams, Larry McCall, Paul Nicolet, Denise Jewell, Macy Jewell, Sherry Thomason, 

Kelsey Kitchell, Debbie McClellan, and Jody Mills for delivering the meals each day and 

handing out the distance learning packets 

* As the ‘19-‘20 school year comes to an end, Mr. Kenney, Ms. Young, Mrs. Waren, Mrs. 

Ardrey and I have had the opportunity to meet and begin planning and scheduling 

activities for next school year. 

* Thank you to the teachers for their continued efforts in creating packets and contacting 

families on a weekly basis.  Additionally, a huge thank you to Mrs. Ardrey for organizing, 

dispersing, and collecting of packets throughout this distance-learning phase. 

4. Mr. Williams, Superintendent 
 
The board presented Mr. Williams with a gift of a Pendleton Blanket and he thanked the 
board for allowing him to have a career at Pawnee. 
 
Mr. Williams stated that Mr. Vance had cleared the property across from the football field 
on a voluntary basis.  He thanked him for his many contributions to the school. 

 

I. New Business (Items not known when the agenda was published.)  In 
accordance with OK STAT. tit.25, Section 311 (A)(9). 
 
None 
 

J. Report from Members: 
Mr. Vance thanked Mr. Williams for his years of dedication. 
 
Mr. Higgins thanked Mr. Williams for the positive leadership to the school and the 
community and wished him well. 
 
Ms. Waters thanked him for the respect that he has always shown to her and to all 
community members.  She also wished him the best. 
 
Dr. Evans thanked him for the leadership he has displayed over the many years.   
 
Mrs. Grooms thanked Mr. Williams for his service to the school and made the blanket 
presentation to him. 
 
 

K. Adjournment: 
Time:  10:57 pm 
The motion was made by Ms. Waters and seconded by Mr. Higgins.  The motion carried. 
 


