
News Release of the Board of Education 
Independent School District, I001 

Pawnee, OK  74058 
The   Board of Education of Pawnee Independent School District, No. I001, met in special 

session, Monday, April 5, 2021, at 1:00 pm, at the Pawnee High School Media Center   

Present: Dr. Gene Evans, President 
  Mr. Gary Vance, Clerk 
  Mr. JC Higgins, Member 
  Mrs. Savanah Waters, Member 
  Mr. John Henry, Member 
  Mrs. Stacy Womack, Superintendent 

Mrs. Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Tammy Hixon, Assistant Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Jeremy Kenney, High School Principal/Athletic Director 

  Mrs. Cheryl Ryan, Treasurer/Minutes Clerk 
   
Guests:  Trinity Brown 
  Trista Blakely 
  Elliot Blakey 
  Russell Cook 
  Erin Brown 
  Troy Wilson 
  Kim Vassar 
  David Hill 
  Vicki Pratt 
  W. Bruce Pratt 
  Richard Spears 
  One student 
 

1. Open meeting and roll call. 
 

Motion to call meeting to order. Henry 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



3. Review and approval of the 3-1-21, regular school board meeting. 
 

Motion to approve the minutes from the 3-1-
2021, regular school board meeting. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
4. Review and approval of the 4-25-21, special board meeting. 

 
Motion to approve the minutes from the 2-
24-2021, special school board meeting. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
5. Letters: 

A. Joyce Cheatham 
B. Kari Nelson 
C. Jan Weaver 
 

The letters listed above were announcements of retirement, effective at the end of 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Dr. Evans expressed absolute appreciation for the decades of service for all three 
employees. 

 
Motion to accept all the retirement 
announcements and express a deep 
appreciation for the many years of service to 
Pawnee Public Schools and numerous 
students. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
D.  Middle School Student 

 



A middle school student requested approval from the board to set up donation jars 
for the Walker family, whose house recently burned down. 
 

Motion to approve the request from the 
middle school student. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
 

6. Financial Report 
A. Report on collections and status of building and general funds. 

 
The board reviewed the financial reports. 
 

B. Review collections and expenditures from the activity fund.  Vote to 
approve the activity fund report and vote to approve any activity fund 
transfers, if needed. 
 

Motion to approve the activity fund 
report and the transfers. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans,  Henry, Higgins, Vance 

No None 

 
Activity Fund Transfer Requests:  None 
 

 
 

C. Vote to approve purchase order encumbrances from the general, 
building, and bond funds. 

 

Motion to approve purchase orders 
#326-370 in the general fund and 
#10-11 in the building fund. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

 
 



7. Unfinished Business 
A. Discussion and vote to hire a construction manager for the elementary 

school bond project. 
 
Fees for the CM will be 2.9%. 

 
Motion to hire Nabholz Contruction as 
the construction manager for the new 
proposed elementary school. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

 

B. Discussion and vote to schedule a special board meeting to meet with 
the architect and construction manager. 
 

The board appointed Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Vance to serve on a working group 
committee to meet with the architect and 
construction manager. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance 

 

8.  Business 
 

A. Request by Troy Wilson to discuss female athletics. 
 
Mr. Wilson visited with the board asking them to work toward insuring that female 
athletes have the same resources as male athletes. 
 

B. Discussion and vote to update the Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Mrs. Womack informed the board that Marty Nichols asked that the board consider 
updating the Hazard Mitigation Plan to allow the possibility of grants for the school 
and the county. 
 

Motion to table until more information 
was available. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

 
 



C. Discussion and vote to approve an audit contract with CBEW 
Professional Group for the fiscal year 2021. 
 
The board voted to renew the audit contract with CBEW Professional Group. 
 

Motion to approve an audit contract with 
CBEW Professional Group to audit the 
2021 Fiscal Year (School Year 2020-2021). 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

 

D. Discussion and vote to approve the 2021-2022 Cooperative Agreement 
and Service Agreement between Five Star Interlocal Co-Op and 
Pawnee Public Schools and agree that the IDEA funds will flow through 
to the Five-Star Interlocal Co-Op. 
 

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 
Cooperative Agreement and Service 
Agreement between Five Star Interlocal 
Co-Op and Pawnee Public Schools and 
agree that IDEA funds will flow through to 
the Five-Star Interlocal Co-Op. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

 
 

E. Discussion and vote on Policy Changes. 
1. Early Release (1 day per month) 

 
Allow early release of students for teacher collaboration and planning 1 x a 

month.   

Release students / run buses at 1:00.   

This would allow teachers to participate in professional learning and 

collaborative opportunities.  These sessions could be conducted as grade-level 

teams and/or across grades and campuses.  

Teachers would be required to participate in these sessions as they would be 

regular contract time.  Teachers could only be excused from an early release day 

at the discretion of their building principal.   



There is direct correlation between student achievement and teacher 

professional development and collaboration.  More than ever before, students 

need effective teaching if they are to develop the higher order thinking skills 

they need.  Research has shown that one of the most impactful ways to enhance 

student performance is effective, collaborative professional development for 

teachers. 

Motion to approve the early dismissal 
policy one day each month to allow 
teachers to participate in professional 
learning and collaborative 
opportunities. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

2. PK Enrollment 
 
Allow for Pre-K admittance to be determined by student ages, admitting the 

oldest students first.  When a student misses the Pre-K cut off and is already 

near age 5, these students miss Pre-K and need to be enrolled in Kindergarten 

for their first experience in school.  Allowing class lists to be composed according 

to age, would better ensure that all students had a chance to attend Pre-K if the 

parents desire. 

 

Motion to approve the changes for PK 
enrollment 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
3. Valentine’s Day 

 
Maintain a no school delivery policy for Valentine’s Day.  Pawnee Schools would 

like to utilize Valentine’s Day as a fundraising opportunity.  Parents still have the 

opportunity to send a special Valentine to their students, but in a manner that 

causes minimal disruption to the learning environment and that does not expose 

inequities.   

 



Motion to maintain a no school 
delivery day policy for Valentine’s 
Day. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

4. Distance Learning Guidelines  
 
Distance learning will only be made available for students in grades 4 and above. 

Distance learning request for students in Pre-K through 3rd grade must be made in 

writing to the elementary administrator and will be considered on a case-by-case basis 

for emergency situations only.    

Each grade level team will determine a satisfactory amount of daily work or progress for 

each online student. 

Failure to complete the satisfactory amount of work and / or receiving a D or F for more 

than a 1 month period of time, will result in requiring a student to return to in-person 

instruction. 

All assignments will be graded “as is” after the second attempt.  Turning in a blank 

assignment will count as one attempt.  (teacher discretion may be used under special 

circumstances). 

Students must follow directions on all parts of questions and assignments to receive full 

credit. 

All work that requires a written response must be in the student’s handwriting. 

Students must be available at designated times, chosen by the teacher or 

administration, for in-person testing and assessments as required for benchmarking and 

state testing requirements. 

Motion to approve the changes to 
distance learning. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 
 

5. Drug and Alcohol Policy 
 



If an online student is participating in extracurricular activities, they will still be subject 

to random drug tests.  If they are selected for testing, the Athletic Director will make 

them aware by 8:00 AM the morning of testing.  The student will then have 90 minutes 

to arrive at the school to be tested.  If they do not come for drug testing, it will be 

considered a failed drug test and the student will be subject to the penalties for failing a 

test.  If a student is not able to report to the school within 90 minutes of notification, 

the student may be screened by a medical professional.  The 7 panel urine screening 

test must occur on the same day/date and parent/guardian will assume the expense. 

Motion to approve the changes to the 
drug and alcohol policy to include 
distance learning/online students and 
to include a definition of acceptable 
tests. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

6. Homecoming 
 
Homecoming proposal was rejected, and will remain as is at this time. 
 

Motion to reject the policy change. Vance 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

7. Senior Night 
 
Senior night proposal was rejected, and will remain as is at this time. 

 
Motion to reject the policy changes Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

8. Prom (Requested by David Hill and a student 
Mr. Hill and a student asked that the board make exceptions for this year’s prom 
on a case-by-case basis since prom was cancelled during the spring of 2020.  
Rules for prom guests will be reviewed and determined on a case-by-case. 



 
Motion to review each case and 
determine on a case-by-case basis for 
the 2021 Prom. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
 

F. Review of the Annual Student College Remediation Report and Annual 
Dropout Report. 
 
Mrs. Womack reviewed the annual student college remediation report and the 
annual dropout report with the board. 
 

G. Motion and vote to convene in executive session to review evaluations 
for non-career teachers and support staff.  Oklahoma Statute 307 (B) 
(1). 

 
Motion to convene in executive session to 
review evaluations for non-career 
teachers and support staff. 

Vance 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
H. Motion and vote to acknowledge the boards return to open session. 

 
Motion to acknowledge return to open 
session. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Vance 

Roll Call 

Yes Evans, Henry, Higgins, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

I. Board President’s Statement of Executive Session Compliance. 
 

Dr. Evans stated that no decisions or votes occurred in executive session. 

 



J. Update on Covid 
 
Interested faculty and staff have been fully vaccinated. 

We do not have any students or staff positive or quarantined at this time. 

The mask mandate will remain in effect for the remainder of the school year, and 

will also be enforced at any indoor activities. 

 

9. School Reports 
A. Elementary, Mrs. Burnett 

 
1. Pawnee elementary will send a group of 5th grade students to participate in the 

5th and 6th grade track meet in Pawnee on April 8.  Students must be in good 
academic standing to be eligible to participate. 

 
2.  Third grade classes will be attending the One Room Schoolhouse as part of their 

Oklahoma History standards on April 8 and 9. 
 

3. Elementary state testing begins Monday, April 12.  All students, including those 
who are virtual, will need to be on campus for this testing.  It is imperative that 
all students are on time, as state testing rules do not allow late students to be 
admitted into testing rooms.   The testing schedule, though subject to change, is 
as follows: 

 
 

Mon.April12 

 4th Math 

Pt.1 

3rd ELA Pt.1 

 

Tues.April13 

 4th Math pt.2 

 3rd ELA Pt. 2 

 

 

Wed.April14 

 4th ELA Pt.1 

3rd Math Pt. 1 

 

 

Thurs.April15 

 4th ELA  Pt.2 

3rd Math pt.2 

 

 

Fri.April16 

No School 

Mon.April19 

 5th Science 

Pt.1 

 

 

Tues.April20 

 5th Science 

Pt.2 

Wed.April21 

 5th Math Pt.1 

 

 

Thurs.April22 

5th Math Pt.2 

 

 

Fri.April23 

 



Mon.April26 

 

Tues.April27 

5th ELA writing 

 

Wed.April28 

5th ELA Read. 

Pt.1 

 

Thurs.April29 

5th ELA Read. 

Pt.2 

 

Fri.April30 

 

 

4.  On April 13, students will attend the Conservation Fair. 
 

5.  On Wed., April 14, 5th grade students will attend pre-enrollment at the middle 
school and tour the middle school campus. 

 

6. There is no school on Friday, April 16. 
 

7. Friday, April 30, 4th and 5th grade students will attend Ag. Safety Day. 
 

 

B. Middle School, Mrs. Young 
 

Thank you to Levi Edwards and crew for building six new awnings over our picnic 

tables on the south yard.  An additional filtered water fountain was added and is 

appreciated by students.   

Eighty-seven MS Students attended our Third Quarter No Zero Party at Camp 

Crossway in Blackburn.  A beautiful sunshiny day was spent with students roasting 

hotdogs, marshmallows to make s’mores, fishing, playing volleyball, gaga ball, 

basketball, and hanging out with friends.  Many thanks to the parents, grandparents, 

and staff, which donated food.   

MS Student Council is sponsoring several fundraising events to help a local family 

who lost everything to a fire.  Our coin drive competition between classes will end 

this Wednesday with the class with the most donations receiving an extended lunch 

and cookie party.  Juice pops will be sold during lunch this week with 100% of 

proceeds going to the family.   

Oklahoma State Testing begins this week with 6 - 8 ELA testing on Tuesday, April 6; 

Eighth Grade Writing on Wednesday, April 7; and 6 - 8 Math on Monday, April 12.   



Pawnee 5th and 6th Track Meet is Thursday, April 8.  Thank you to the teachers, 

coaches, community volunteers, and honor roll students that help volunteer time to make 

this a success. 

 

C. High School/Athletics, Mr. Kenney 
 

1. Congratulations to Blake Skidgel.  He was named 1st team all-state for Wrestling 
by Oklahoma Coaches Association. Also, congratulations to Blake for taking 5th at 
state powerlifting. 

2. Congratulations to the guy’s basketball team for making it to the state 
tournament. 

3. Spring sports are in full swing with track, baseball, and golf having early success. 

4. Congratulations to Jill Scott, Abbey Flores, Pepper Kaur, and Jayden Brewer for 
qualifying for the state speech tournament that will be held this month. 

5. Our yearly testing has begun for our 11th grade.  I would like to give a big thank 
you to our testing coordinator, Tina Baker. 

6. The band concert was this past week.   They held it at the Buffalo Theater. 

7. Prom will held April 16.       

8. The spring play will be held at Cleveland High School on April 24, at 3pm and 
7pm.   

 
 

D. Superintendent, Mrs. Womack 
 

I would like to commend Dr. Evans for his “Local Hero” recognition by UCAP.   

Thank you to the Board for their time and dedication throughout the architect and 

construction management selection process.   

Senior Banquet – May 6 

 

10. New Business (Items not known when the agenda was published.)  In 
accordance with OK STAT. tit.25, Section 311 (A)(9). 
 

None 



 

11. Report from Members: 
 

Dr. Evans Expressed appreciation to Mrs. Womack for the incredible job done in a 
year of many changes.   

Mr. Henry Senior Banquet-excited about potential 

Mr. Higgins Was excited to wrap up the selection of CM 

Mr. Vance April 29, 12:00 pm Raise the Flag and Unveiling of plaque for Mr. Williams. 

 
12. Adjournment: 

Time:  11:29 pm 
Motion:  Waters 
Motion seconded by:  Higgins 
The motion carried. 
 
 
 

 
 


