
 
Minutes of the Board of Education 

Independent School District, I001 

Pawnee, OK  74058 
The   Board of Education of Pawnee Independent School District, No. I001, met in regular 

session, Tuesday, September 6, at 7:00 am, at the Pawnee High School Media Center   

Present:     Mr. Gary Vance, President  
Mrs. Savannah Waters, Vice President 
Mr. John Henry, Member 
Mr. JC Higgins, Clerk 
Mrs. Carol Rapp, Member 

  Mrs. Stacy Womack, Superintendent 
Mrs. Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
Mrs. Tammy Hixon, Middle School/High School Principal 

  Mrs. Cheryl Ryan, Treasurer/Minutes Clerk 
   
Absent:  None 
 
 
Guests:  Kim Vassar 
     

1. Open meeting and roll call. 
 

John Henry, Member Present 

JC Higgins, Clerk Absent 

Carol Rapp Member Present 

Gary Vance, President Present 

Savannah Waters, Vice-President Present 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Public Addresses the Board 
(Anyone wishing to offer information on any item on the agenda may do so at this time.  
This is limited to items listed on the agenda.) 

  
  

4. Letters:  Open, discuss, and vote on matters enclosed. 



 
A. Vicki Pratt-Letter of Resignation 

 
The board thanked Mrs. Pratt for her twenty-two years or service at Pawnee 
Public Schools.   
 
Mrs. Pratt has agreed to serve as a substitute for Pawnee Public Schools 
 

Motion to accept the resignation 
of Mrs. Vicki Pratt .  
 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

5. Board to take action to appoint an acting president and/or clerk, if 
either/both are not present. 
 
JC Higgins, Board Clerk was not present at the time so the board appointed Mr. Henry to 
serve as acting clerk for the meeting.  Mr. Higgins did arrive before the business portion 
of the meeting. 
 

6. Consent Agenda 
All the following items, which concern reports and items of a routine nature normally 
approved at a board meeting, will be approved by one board vote, unless any board 
member desired to have a separate vote on any or all of these items.  The consent 
agenda consists of the discussion, consideration, and approval of the following items: 
 

A. Review and approval of board meeting minutes. 
1. August 2, 2022, Regular Board Meeting 

 
B. Financial Report 

1. Report on collections and status of building and general funds. 
 

2. Review collections and expenditures from the activity fund and transfers, if 
needed.  

 
Activity Fund Transfer: 
To:  Band 
From:  Stage Right 
Amount:  $700 
Purpose:  Pit Orchestra for Beauty and the Beast 



 
3. Approve purchase order encumbrances: 

General Fund:  #68-122 
 

Motion to approve all items on the 
Consent Agenda. 
Regular Board Meeting minutes:  
6/28/2022 
Financial Reports:   
Approve purchase orders listed 
above.   
Approve Activity Fund report.  
Approve Activity Fund transfer.  
 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

7. Principals’ Reports 
 

Tracy Burnett, Elementary Principal 
 
The elementary begins the year with a total enrollment of 304 students. 
 
All of us at the elementary would like to thank the Lone Chimney Association for their 
continued support of teachers and their kind monetary donations. These funds go a long 
way in providing items for our students. 
 
Parent nights were all a success. Any parent who was unable to attend, and would like 
to talk with their child’s teacher, may find their email addresses on the school website 
under the “district information” tab. 
 
Students in grades K-2 will attend the Pawnee County Fair on September 9. 
 
September 9 is an early release day. School will be dismissed at 1:00. 
 
School pictures are scheduled for September 16. Students will receive an order form to 
bring home prior to picture day. 
 
Gifted and Talented meetings will begin on September 19. 
 
Vision screenings have been rescheduled for November 4. 

 



 
Tammy Hixon, MS/HS Principal 

  

It has been a busy start to the school year, but things seem to be going smoothly. In the 

MS/HS, we have enrolled 16 new students!  

 

A huge thank you to FB&T for treating our teachers to a pizza luncheon, goody bags, and 

a monetary gift for classroom teachers!  Also to Pawnee First Baptist for Kleenex and 

Pawnee Methodist Church for supplying backpacks filled with supplies. The Lone 

Chimney Fire Department has once again given classroom teachers $100.00 to spend on 

their rooms and UCAP who collaborates with the Salvation Army donated socks. We are 

so lucky to have a community that supports our students, teachers, and staff. 

 

We have a new intercom and bell system that we have put to good use over the last two 

weeks. At the push of a button, it alerts of fire, tornado, lockdown, earthquake, and 

more. We did conduct two fire drills just to make sure we had all systems working in all 

buildings. During both of the drills, we tested our Rave Panic Button App and the 911 

feature. We contacted all emergency services to let them know we were conducting the 

drill and to make sure they received their Rave notice. We also had a security lockdown 

drill. 

 

The PTO held a back to school dance, at the Women’s Building, for our middle school 

students. We appreciate them giving our students the opportunity to get together 

outside of school. The PTO has also given generously to classrooms that were in need of 

specific curriculum. 

 

Football is here! High School had their first game last Friday in Okemah and they will 

travel to Mooreland this week. Middle School kicks off next Monday at home against 

Newkirk. 

 

Pawnee FFA/Ag is having a blood drive on Wednesday, September 14. 

 

 

8. Unfinished Business 
 

A. Discussion and vote on the Student Mental Health Crisis Protocol Policy. 
 

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS PROTOCOL 

 



As required by OKLA. STAT. tit. 70, § 24-159, the District will develop and 

maintain a protocol for responding to students in mental health crisis with the 

goal of preventing student suicide, self-harm, and harm to others.  

 

 

 

Provider Partners 

 

The District shall develop, maintain and implement its student mental health 

crisis protocol (the “Protocol”) in partnership with one or more local mental 

health treatment providers certified by the Oklahoma Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services (“Provider Partner(s)”). At least one 

Provider Partner that participates in the Protocol shall meet the following 

criteria:  

 

A. The provider must have the ability to serve all school-aged children 

regardless of insurance status; and  

 

B. The provider must have the ability and certification to provide mental health 

crisis services in the region where students attend school.  

Contents of Protocol 

 

A. A mental health crisis is any situation in which a person's behavior puts 

them at risk of hurting themselves or others and/or prevents them from 

being able to care for themselves or function effectively. 

  

B. Common signs of mental crisis in adolescents can include the following: 

1. Excessive worrying or fear 

2. Feeling excessively sad or low 

3. Extreme mood changes, including uncontrollable “highs” or feelings 

of euphoria 

4. Prolonged or strong feelings of irritability or anger 

5. Avoiding friends and social activities 

6. Changes in sleeping habits or feeling tired and low energy 

7. Changes in eating habits such as increased hunger or lack of appetite 

8. Difficulty perceiving reality (delusions or hallucinations, in which a 

person experiences and senses things that don't exist in objective 

reality) 

9. Multiple physical ailments without obvious causes (such as headaches, 

stomach aches, vague and ongoing “aches and pains”) 



10. Thinking about suicide 

11. Inability to carry out daily activities or handle daily problems and 

stress 

 

C. Steps to safeguard student health and safety in response to an immediate or 

potential mental health crisis:  

a. If a student reports that he/she is suicidal or self-injuring:  

1. Teacher/counselor/other staff member should report this 

to the principal and counselor immediately.  

2. If the student needs medical attention, he/she should be 

referred to the nurse and/or emergency medical 

responders immediately.  

3. If the student is in immediate danger or possesses a 

weapon, 911 should be called.  

4. A counselor or other school official should ask the student 

if he/she are self-injuring and/or suicidal.  

1. It is very important that you ask the question: “Are you 

thinking about killing yourself?”  

2. If he/she is suicidal, ask him/her if he/she has a plan.  

5. NEVER leave a student who is suicidal alone.  

6. Parents should be contacted as soon as possible.  

7. If parents cannot be reached or if parents refuse to take the 

student to receive a mental health evaluation, police should 

be contacted.  Police will take the student into protective 

custody if they find that their safety is a concern.  

8. The Emergency Notification Form with a Third Party 

Affidavit should be completed. The report should NEVER 

go into the cumulative folder, but a private file in the 

counselor’s office. A copy should also be sent to the district 

office to be kept in a private file.  

9. If a school official is concerned about the safety of a student 

during non-school hours, he/she should contact the family 

of the child and/or the police immediately. This cannot wait 

until the next day.  

10. Per your district protocols, a district-level administrator 

should be notified as soon as possible.  

b. If a student reports that someone he/she knows is suicidal or self-

injuring:  

1. Teacher/counselor/other staff member should report this 

to the principal and counselor immediately. This cannot 

wait until the next day, or even the next hour.  

2. The student who is in danger should be found and 

supervised immediately.  

3. Per your district protocols, a district-level administrator 

should be notified as soon as possible. 

 

D. Identify local treatment providers and resources available to support 

students and families in mental health crisis and ensure appropriate 



referrals to treatment.  

a. Grand Lake Mental Health 844-458-2100 

b. Pawnee Police 918-762-3166 or 911 

c. Pawnee Nation Police 918-762-3013 

d. OKDHS Hotline 800-522-3511 

e. Indian Child Welfare 918-762-3873 

f. Pawnee County Sheriff 918-762-2565 

g. IHS 918-762-2517 

 

E. Parent and caregiver notification and involvement during an actual or 

potential mental health crisis: In the event that a student who is under 

eighteen years of age is identified as being in or at risk of a mental health 

crisis, the district employees will inform the student’s parent or legal 

guardian and offer the treatment referral information contained in the 

protocol. That parent or legal guardian consent shall be required for any 

subsequent action taken by the district as part of the protocol, except in 

cases of immediate and life-threatening danger to self or others. 

 

F. Pawnee Schools will follow all applicable state and federal laws that 

encompass student privacy, including, but not limited to the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (“HIPAA”) and the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act (“FERPA”).  

Working Agreement  

The Board of Education and each of the District’s Provider Partner(s) shall enter into a 

working agreement establishing all obligations of the parties under the established 

Protocol and a strategy for regularly reviewing its effectiveness using anonymous, 

non-identifiable data (the “Working Agreement”).  

 

Review and Updates 

Not less than every two years, the District and its Provider Partner(s) shall jointly 

review the Protocol and Working Agreement and consider whether updates to the 

Protocol are necessary to better meet the needs of students. This process shall include 

a review of information gathered from the Oklahoma Prevention Needs Assessment 

Survey or an alternative survey conducted by the District as provided for in OKLA. STAT. 

tit. 70, § 24-158.  

State Agency Review 

The District will submit the most recent version of its Protocol and Working Agreement 

to the Oklahoma State Department of Education, which will in turn submit those 

documents to the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 

Services. These agencies may require revisions to the Protocol in order to ensure 

compliance with applicable laws/regulations and/or established evidence-based 

practices.  

Access/Training  



The District will provide administrators, teachers, support employees and school-

based mental health providers with ready access to the Protocol and regular training 

regarding the Protocol.  

Reference: OKLA. STAT. tit. 70, §§ 24-158 and 24-159.  

Motion to approve the Student Mental 
Health Crisis Protocol Policy. 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Rapp 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

9. Business 
 
A. Review, discussion, and vote to approve the 2021-2022 audit results. 

 
Chuck Crooks with CBEW Professional group presented the audit for the 2021-2022. 
He reported that no adverse findings were discovered.  All programs and funds were 
in balance. 
 

Motion to approve the 2021-2022 audit 
results. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
B. Review, discussion, and vote to approve the 2022-2023 Estimate of Needs 

 
Chuck Crooks also presented the Estimate of Needs for the current year.  A 
publication has been sent to the Pawnee Chief. 
 

Motion to approve the 2022-2023 
Estimate of Needs 

Higgins 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
 

C. Discussion and vote to update and/or set the transfer numbers. 
 
 



 

 
 

Motion to approve update and set the 
transfer numbers, as presented. 

Rapp 

Motion seconded by: Henry 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
D. Discussion and vote to approve the fundraisers and overnight stays. 

 

The board requested further information on the Heartland Music Festival if the band 

will be participating.  

HS Cheerleading 

Butter Braid sales (did in May) 
Bake sales (did in June) 
Online Yard Sale (conducted in August) 
Mini Cheer Clinic (potentially October) 

PAWNEE CAPACITY ENROLLMENT AVAILABILITY 

PRE-K 40 41 -1 

KINDERGARTEN 40 41 -1 

1ST GRADE 40 45  -5 

2ND GRADE 40 44 -4 

3RD GRADE 60 50 10 

4TH GRADE 40 47  -7 

5TH GRADE 40 37 3 

6TH GRADE 55 49 6 

7TH GRADE 55 35 20 

8TH GRADE 55 55 0 

9TH GRADE 55 58 -3 

10TH GRADE 55 37 18 

11TH GRADE 55 55 0 

12TH GRADE 55 32 23 



 

Wrestling 

Thanksgiving- Hams, Turkeys, etc... through Ralph's in Perkins 
December-Butter Braids, Program Business and individual Line Ads 

 
Wrestling Overnight Stays 
January 20th- HS tournament- Sallisaw 
February 10th-HS Girls' Regional - TBD 
February17th- Regional- TBD 
February 23rd & 24th- State- OKC 

 
BETA 
BETA Fundraisers 
Candy Canes 
Winter Formal 
Trash pickup for FB 
Concession work for football, and other sports as requested 
Summer ball concession  

 
BETA Overnight Stays 
State Beta Convention March 6, 7 2023 

 
Title VI 
T-shirt sales 
MS Halloween Dance 
MS Valentine’s Dance 
Bingo/Silent Auction 
Raffles 
Indian Taco Sale 

 
MS Baseball 
Intersquad scrimmage with bake sale 
Apparel fundraiser 

 
MS Student Council 
Juice Pops @ lunch 

 
HS Black Bear Basketball 
Game Day t-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies 
3 on 3 tournament 
MS/HS team camp at Pawnee 
Corn Hole tournament with Indian Taco Dinner 



Playoff Shirts 
Calendar Raffle 

 
Class of 2023 
Bake Sale 
Amish Baked Goods 
Texas Roadhouse Rolls 
Krispy Kreme Donuts 
50/50 Raffle 

 
Class of 2024 
Chrysanthemums 
Fall Fest Carnival Games 
Homecoming T-shirts 
Pura Vida Bracelets or similar 
Raffle Basket 
Dessert Auctions 
31 Tote Bags 
Hurts’ Donuts 

 
Band Boosters 
Raffle 
Dick Tracy Day Concession 
Potato Bake 
Pancake Breakfast 
Christmas Wreath Fundraiser 
Friends of the Band 
Practice a Thon 
March a Thon 
Chili Muchin Cook Off 
Bake Sale 
Chocolate Covered Strawberries 
Clothing for Band Merchandise 
T-shirts 
Buttons for Band Members 
Drive in Concert/Concessions 
Tiki’s n Tacos 
Spaghetti Dinner 
Drive through Breakfast 

 
Band 
World’s Finest Chocolate 
Century Resources – Cookie Dough, Baked Goods, Accessories 
T-shirts 



Solo/Ensemble Concert 
 

Overnight Stays (See Below) 
OkMEA - Tulsa 
OSSBDA - OKC 
Heartland Music Festival – Branson, MO 

 

 
FFA  
Sweetcorn 
Steam Engine Show – donation for cleaning fairgrounds and restrooms 
Booster Club Donations – donation for cleaning of fairgrounds  
Tulsa Retriever Club Donation – students help by throwing ducks twice a year 
PHS Alumni Association – donation for helping with banquet 

 
FFA Overnight Stays 
National Convention - Indianapolis, IN (See Below) 
FFA State Convention - Tulsa 
MFE/ALD FFA Leadership Camp/Conference - Tulsa 
Alumni Camp - Tulokagee 
State Cattle handling Competition – OKC 

 

National FFA Convention Itinerary October 26-31 

12-14 Members attending: Officers, Top Blue and Gold Salesman, Active members 

chosen by their past participation and activities.  

2 Sponsors: Kristin Griesel, Linzi Kopenhagen  

October 26th Wednesday 

 Leave from the ag room @ 2:00pm 



 Eat at Lambert’s in Springfield MO 

 Stay at the Holiday Inn in Marshfield MO  

 In rooms by 11pm 

October 27th Thursday 

 Eat breakfast in hotel at 8:30am 

 Leave Hotel by 9am 

 Lunch in St. Louis 12:30pm 

 Stop in St. Louis, MO Gateway Arch 1:30pm-2:30pm 

 Arrive Indianapolis, IN  

 Check in Hotel Country Inn 4325 Southport Crossings Way, Indianapolis, Indiana  

 Dinner- Texas Roadhouse  

 In rooms by 11:30pm  

October 28th Friday 

 Leave Hotel in Official Dress at 6:30am 

 Breakfast McDonalds 

 8:00am General Session 4 

 Lunch 11:30- 12-30pm 

 National FFA Shopping Center/Expo 1-3pm 

 Back to hotel to change and get ready for Concert or Rodeo. 

 Concert or Rodeo TBA 

 Back in hotel rooms by 11:30pm  

October 29th Saturday  

 Checking out of rooms by 6:30 am  

Football 

Line Ads 

Business Banners 
Game Day Shirts 
Calendars 
Pawnee Bill All Star Game 
Playoff Shirts 
Fan Cloth 
Dessert Auction 
Indian taco/meal sales 
Golf scramble 
Sponsor a Black Bear 
Sponsor a Touchdown 



“Lend a helping hand”- donors purchase a certain amount of time for athletes to help with 

household maintenance. 

5K 

Skills clinic/youth camp 

Raffle 

 

MS Football and Cheer 

 

T-shirt 

 

FCCLA 

Painting party 

Raffle 

Auction 

Items created in class sale 

Valentine’s Day/Holiday Treats 

Hurts Donuts 

Babysitting services 

Spirit Items Sale 

Coffee Cart 

Bake Sale 

Face painting 

 

Yearbook 
Business Ad Sales 
Senior Ads 
5th Grade Greetings 

 

Motion to approve fundraisers and 
overnight stays.   

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
E. Review update on the Aimright Plan for the middle school building. 

Mrs. Womack stated that Aimright had conducted 9 different soil samples, both 

outside and inside the building in an effort to determine a plan of action for the 

problems with the middle school building.  No report is available at this time.   

 



F. Motion and vote to convene in executive session to review and discuss personnel 

assignments and new hires.   Oklahoma Statute 307 (B) (1).     

Motion to convene in executive 
discussion. 

Waters 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
G. Motion and vote to acknowledge the boards return to open session. 

 
Motion to acknowledge the boards 
return to open session. 

Henry 

Motion seconded by: Higgins 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 
H. Board President’s Statement of Executive Session Compliance 

 
Mr. Vance stated that no decisions or votes were taken in executive session 
 

I. Discussion and vote to approve a position change in Title VI for Illiahna Vetter. 
 

Motion to approve the position change 
in Title V for Illiahna Vetter.  She will be 
the Program Coordinator/Tutor. 

Rapp 

Motion seconded by: Waters 

Roll Call 

Yes Henry, Higgins, Rapp, Vance, Waters 

No None 

 

10. Superintendent’s Report 
A. Mrs. Womack gave an update on school lunches.  She stated that the Keystone Staff 

have worked hard to improve the meal services.  A salad bar has been added for the 

middle school/high school. 

B. Thank you Carolyn Williams and Peggy Mittasch for cleaning and organizing the 

clothes closet, as well as for grooming the shrubs in front of the HS. 

C. Thank you to Pawnee Nation, Pawnee E-Crew and Pawnee PTO for school supplies. 

D. Thank you to Lone Chimney for the donation to classroom teachers. 

E. Thank you to Gary Vance for volunteering time and equipment to prep the pad for 

the ag barn, as well as for donating some hay that was placed at the ES. 



F. Thank you to Tiffany and Heather Higgins for painting the bear paws on the street 

leading to the football field, as well as on the sidewalk at the MS/HS campus. 

G. Thank you to Mark, Paul, and all staff from 4th grade up that have pitched in during 

Denise’s absence. 

H. Condolences to Denise, Kelsey, and family 

I. New Business 
 

Mrs. Womack presented a proposal from the football program to remodel the red 

building to use as visitor dressing rooms.  The cost estimate was $13,405.   Mrs. 

Womack recommended that this year be devoted to fund raising  

J.   Report from Members 
 

Mrs. Waters and Mr. Higgins They thanked the community and 
parents for supporting the school and 
the various activities that students are 
involved in. 

Mrs. Rapp She thanked Mrs. Womack for her 
efforts in keeping everything together 
and working smoothly. 

 
K. Adjournment: 
Time:  8:55 am 
Motion: Rapp 
Motion seconded by:   Vance 
The motion carried. 
 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA+++++++++++++++++ 
County of Pawnee: 
 
I, the undersigned Clerk of the Board of Education of Pawnee Public Schools, District I001, of 
Pawnee County, Pawnee, Oklahoma do hereby certify that notice of this meeting was given in 
writing to the County Clerk of Pawnee County, Oklahoma, forty-eight (48) hours prior to such 
meeting and public notice of this meeting with an agenda was posted in a prominent view on 
the inside of the front window of the high school building, in said School District, twenty-four 
(24) hours prior to this meeting, excluding Saturdays, and legal holidays, all in compliance with 
the Oklahoma Meeting Act. 
 
Approved by board vote: 
 
 
JC Higgins, Clerk 
 

 10/3/2022 


