
 
November Middle School Newsletter 

 
Student Accomplishments, Honors or Events 
 
Sept. Student of the Month         Oct. Student of the Month      Nov. Student of the Month 
6th - Taryn McCaa        6th- Layni Ferris                    6th - Cara Busey-Wickware 
7th - Carley Morse                   7th- Austin Wiggins           7th - Lauren Earp 
8th - William Balentine        8th- Skylar Davis           8th - Chrysoula Tountas 
 
*Layni Ferris, Righley Martinez & Jordan Stufflebean danced at OU’s 
Homecoming “Rah Rally.” 
 
RED RIBBON WEEK WINNERS: 
Wear Red Day - Taryn McCaa and Daniel Wilkerson 
Hat Day - Riley Shreve and Jonathan Christie 
Super Hero Day - Dara Howard and Carson Venegas 
Crazy Sock Day - Becca Armstrong and Terry Gentry 
Sunglasses Day - Paige Childress and Kaleb Williams 
Each winner received a SWAG (Students Who Achieve Goals) bag with earbuds. 
Each day students were given items to remind them to be drug free. (Ribbons, Pledge 
Cards, Bookmarks, Pencils, Suckers) 
 
Good Things are Happening at the Middle School 
Stacey McCaa’s Classes -7th Grade Science class has completed two science 
experiments.  One experiment was growing crystals and the other was learning about 
Newton’s Third Law of Motion.  We are about to begin a unit on exploring space which 
we began making a popplet-brainstorming activity on chromebooks. We have also used 
our google chromebooks to access our google classrooms,complete assignments and 
do research.  English classes just wrote their first argument essay using google 
documents where they had to state their claim and find research to support their claim. 
Math classes just finished designing their own putt putt golf course which they had to 
include different angles, lines and shapes we had been learning about. All classes are 



utilizing different strategies we have learned from K20 center to help with understanding 
of subject vocabulary.  
 
Archery Practice for all campuses will begin the week of Nov. 12th.  
 
Willie Harrell’s Classes - 8th Grade History created a News Broadcast using the 
chromebooks. They had to research the signing of the Declaration of Independence and 
the people involved, then write a news broadcast skit to film on the chromebooks and 
edit together. Wes studied the Articles of the Confederation and Shays’ rebellion and 
created tweets about them. We have now moved into the Constitution and 
Washington’s Presidency. 
7th Grade has been using the Chromebooks to get used to looking at google Earth. 
They created an online brochure for St. Petersburg Russia, and we just finished talking 
about Chernobyl and the after effects of the Nuclear Reactor Explosion. 
 
Jennifer Earp’s Classes - Eighth graders have completed their first online escape 
room to enrich their literature studies. This was a great activity utilizing the 
Chromebooks that really challenged our students. Eighth grade is beginning their REC 
essays. Sixth grade is currently reading the book Wonder. Seventh grade is currently 
learning about responding to articles or arguments using text evidence. The enrichment 
class is using the Kindles received this summer from the Halliburton FCU grant to listen 
to audiobooks while participating in literature circles. 
 
Mike Harris’ Classes - 6th graders are starting to become more acclimated to the new 
world of Middle School.  Social Studies classes have just completed work on ancient 
Indian tribes of Mexico and Central and South America.  Chromebooks will be used 
shortly to do research over the early explorers of the Americas.  Life Skills classes have 
done personality profiles and have worked in groups using different scenarios.  Initial 
information for this unit came from the K20 Education Center in Norman.  They have 
also completed a bullying project.  Science classes have used Punnett Squares to 
figure recessive and dominant characteristics of animals and plants.  They have also 
studied the human body being able to take apart and place organs in proper areas of 
the body by using a parts dummy.  They are getting ready to start physical science and 
do more research projects. Near the end of the semester, students will be working with 
the Periodic Table of Elements by playing element bingo.  This game, which I have 
created, will help the students become familiar with the elements and their locations on 
the chart before we actually start work in the chart itself.  
 



Joe Terrell’s classes - Students are utilizing their time in a good way.  Many are 
continuing their IStation lessons while others are completing homework, reading, or 
working on keyboarding skills. 
Most of the work is done on the computers in the lab but a few students are beginning 
to use the chromebooks as well.  
 
Jerrie Doss’s Classes - Students have been learning a variety of things so far this 
year.  We have learned about the heart and lungs, different types of exercise including 
tabata, exercise and balance on the Wii. They have learned basic CPR and AED use, 
and started the #ecpkindness program. The students have learned about personal 
hygiene, body language, and personalities. They learned what tobacco, alcohol and 
drugs do to the body and why they should stay drug free. They experienced how 
officers give a sobriety test with our DUI goggles and took a breathalyzer test to help 
them learn that what is seen and felt when under the influence is not reality. They had 
anti-bullying lessons and made posters. Next week we will start Archery safety and then 
go to the Ag barn to begin learning to use the bows. 
 
Kristal Patterson’s Classes - 7TH and 8TH have completed the first unit.  7th grade 
will be using the chromebooks next week to research volcanoes and earthquakes.  8th 
grade will also be using them next week to research plant characteristics and how 
plants are used as medicine. 
  
Ann Harrel’s Classes- The students are using the chromebooks for a variety of 
assignments as well as benchmark testing.  We have also been utilizing the student 
whiteboards for immediate feedback. I am very pleased with the progress most of the 
students are making. MATHCOUNTS contest at Cameron University in Lawton is 
coming up at the end of January. We will be picking our team right after Thanksgiving 
and will begin practicing. 

 


