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Frequently Asked Questions- ECP 2019 Bond Proposal 

Who made the decision to ask for this bond proposal? 

Last school year, the district developed a 5-year Strategic Plan, with the help of students, 

teachers, parents, community members, administrators and board members.  From this plan, 

the Personnel and Property Committee was developed.  The P&P committee took the 

information about the increase in valuation and began researching the possibility of passing a 

bond issue. Once the committee realized we had an opportunity to pass a bond, they sent out a 

survey to the community and parents about what the facility needs were.  More than 100 

people participated in the survey and the number one need was that of a new high school 

followed by a close second was the need for a new gymnasium.  The committee worked with 

the architect and financial advisor for several months to develop the bond initiative, often 

meeting bi-weekly.  The P&P committee had more than 15 community members, teachers, 

parents, and board members, all working together to develop and implement a long-range 

facilities plan. 

Why are we doing this now and not waiting? 

Our district valuation is at a level that affords us to take advantage of the lowest construction 

costs at this point in time.  We know that construction costs and interest rates will continue to 

rise, so passing a bond now makes fiscal sense for the district.  We know that construction costs 

will not be lower than they are right now, and waiting will only cause us to need more money to 

complete the projects.  Additionally, with this bond we will receive all of our funding at once 

and will be able to break ground immediately on the projects.  The plan is to work 

simultaneously on the high school and the gymnasium and having those projects complete in 

12-18 months.   

Why are gymnasiums so costly? 

Construction costs for classrooms versus a gymnasium, and all that goes in to a gym is about a 

$210 per square foot, compared to $190 for classrooms.  The square footage for the high 

school with 10 classrooms, restrooms, offices, and a commons area is around 18,000sf.  The 

gymnasium is around 23,000sf, a difference of 5,000sf to the tune of about a $1,000,000 

difference.  Gymnasiums have more details like bleachers, locker rooms, offices, a concession 

stand, and a hospitality room.  Additionally, the new gymnasium will have a portable stage on 

which the entire band and or choir will be able to perform.  The gymnasium will allow for the 

district to host performances by all grade levels for all events and extra-curricular groups, as 

well as basketball tournaments which will bring in additional revenue to the school and the 

community. The new gymnasium will also include some stadium seating which will help patrons 

be more comfortable during graduation, promenade, and a host of other activities that the gym 

is used for. 
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Why can’t we just remodel the current gym and save money that way? 

The P&P committee looked at the possibility of remodeling the current gym; however, after 

seeing the cost to do so, they decided it was cost prohibitive.  The estimates to just bring the 

current gym up to code with sprinklers was about $1 million dollars.  It would take several 

million more to bring it up to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance and to 

remediate the termite infestation.  The current gym and high school’s plumbing is beginning to 

collapse and has already cost the district an additional $21,000 in water bills and plumbing 

costs for just these two buildings, and we still have six more months left in the fiscal year.  In all 

of 2017-18, the district only paid $27,000 for water and repairs for ALL of the campuses.  The 

plumbing, termite, and other issues will only get worse and will cost the district more money, 

taking much needed funds from the classroom for students.   Furthermore, if we were to 

remodel the current gym, during the renovation we would not have the facilities for athletics, 

programs, games, graduation or other events that often take place in the gym. It only makes 

sense to build a new gym and leave the current gym in place for the immediate future.  Having 

two gyms will also help with the high school schedule by being able to offer more class choices 

to our students like upper level classes, college prep courses, and being able to schedule 

athletics last hour which will help to decrease class sizes.      

When were our current buildings constructed? 

Elmore City schools opened in 1897 and in 122 years only two high school gyms have been 

constructed, and both are still standing and in use.  The current gym was built in 1953.  The 

current high school was built around 1956.  The current field house was built in the 1960’s and 

the concession area was added in the early 70’s.  While these buildings are part of our long 

history as a school district, they are beyond repair and cost prohibitive. 

What are the renovations that will be made to the Ag. Barn? 

While the Ag. Barn is in good shape on the outside, there are several issues on the inside.  

Renovation plans include renovating the restrooms, the concession stand, and the restroom in 

the Ag. Classroom, reworking the heating system, installing mats in the livestock stalls, installing 

more electrical boxes in the welding barn, and painting the interior of the buildings. 

What is the plan for maintaining our current facilities and any new facilities? 

With the implementation of the district’s Strategic Plan this year, a maintenance plan is being 

developed.  The plan focuses on meeting the immediate needs of each campus and building as 

they arise, but to also long-range plan for the upkeep of the buildings.  We have already begun 

to do monthly maintenance with a licensed HVAC company to provide routine maintenance for 

all of our heating and air units to extend the life of those units.  We will continue working with 

our maintenance and custodial staff to develop a protocol for reporting and fixing any 

maintenance issues that arise.  It is important that we take pride in our facilities and all they 

entail. 
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How does this tax increase compare to other ECP bond issues? 

In 2000, a bond proposition passed with a 15.77% tax increase for transportation and building 

improvements for $500,000, and in 2004 another bond proposition for $1,950,000 to build the 

elementary school was passed with an additional 15.66% increase, just four years later.  The 

2014 bond issue was an 8% increase to just build the middle school for $2,275,000.  The current 

proposal calls for a 13.5% increase for $18,240,000 and includes multiple projects. 

What happens to the tax rate if our districts valuation goes up in the future? 

The good news is that as the district’s valuation goes up, property taxes go down.  If additional 

growth in the oil and gas industry occurs, it will increase our valuation and will decrease taxes.  

This is also what happened between 2017 and 2018 taxes, our valuation went up and our 

property taxes went down -4.81%.  The 2019 bond proposal is only an 8% increase over what 

was paid in taxes in 2017.  

Why does commercial construction cost so much?  

Commercial construction costs are far different than those of residential construction costs.  It 

is important to remember to construct new buildings we have to adhere to local, state, and 

federal mandates like being ADA compliant, putting in sprinkler systems, and meeting more 

stringent code regulations.  Additionally, we have the cost of demolition of the old building and 

ground work.  Finally, we have to take in to consideration that the total amount asked for 

includes interest and finance charges for the duration of the bond.  This bond is for 16 years 

and could potentially be paid off sooner if our valuation continues to increase, thus saving us 

interest and money.    

How much do other counties pay for property tax in our area? 

Garvin County has one of the lowest property tax rates in the state, with an average of $397 

collected per year.  The range in taxes across the state is $1344 in Tulsa County to $244 in 

Cimarron County.  The following are average property taxes collected in surrounding counties: 

McClain County : $762 

Carter County : $596 

Pontotoc County : $488 

Stephens County : $484 

Garvin County : $397 

Murray County : $338 

 

The 2019 Bond Proposal would be an additional $54 per year for those who pay the average 

$397 a year in property taxes. (www.tax-rates.org/Oklahoma/garvin_county_property_tax) 

 

 

http://www.tax-rates.org/Oklahoma/garvin_county_property_tax
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I don’t live in the city limits, can I still vote? 

YES!  All registered votes in the Elmore City-Pernell Public Schools District can vote in the March 

5th election.  You will vote at your regular voting location.  Polls will be open from 7:00am to 

7:00pm in the following areas: 

 

March 5 Special Elections 

Last day to register to vote: Feb. 8 

Deadline to request absentee ballot: 5 p.m. Feb. 27 

Early voting: Thursday, February 28, 8 AM - 6 PM 
Friday, March 1, 8 AM - 6 PM 

 

Where can I find more information about this bond proposition? 

You can find more information about the bond proposition on the district website at 

www.ecpbadgers.com.  The district has also had news coverage by the Garvin County News 

Star, the Pauls Valley Democrat and the Wynnewood Gazette, as well as news coverage by 

KTEN and KOCO.  These articles are archived on the respective websites.  We will continue to 

post updates and more information on our website and with the news outlets in our area. 

http://www.ecpbadgers.com/

