
Normangee ISD Masks and PPE Guidance 

Parents and Guardians, 
In an effort to provide some clarity and understanding on protocols regarding student masks or 
face shields.  We understand there are strong feelings about wearing masks (or other face 
covering) but we hope to provide some understanding of the necessity and also a much clearer 
understanding of what the district is doing to try and provide as many opportunities for social 
distancing therefore reducing the time masks are necessary.  

Masks or face shields are a concerted effort to protect our students, staff and families.  It has 
been well documented and researched that children are less likely to contract and have 
complications from COVID 19, but they are able to transport that virus to our teachers, staff, and 
home to loved ones.  The potential impact of COVID 19 to our teachers, students and staff 
varies greatly from individual to individual.  Our goal is to honor and respect those that are at 
high risk or have family members who are at high risk in order to best protect our entire 
community.  

Masks or face shields WILL NOT be required the entire time students are on campus, only when 
social distancing isn’t possible.  No student, unless by their choice, will be expected to wear a 
mask for an entire school day. 

At this time, as a part of the Governor’s Executive Order, students in grades 4 and above will be 
required to wear face coverings ONLY when not able to practice social distancing.  It is likely 
masks will be put on and taken off throughout a school day. 

What the district is doing to increase social distancing and reducing the time students are 
required to wear masks: 

1. Re-evaluating class counts to reduce the number of students therefore increasing space
that can be placed between students.

2. Evaluating the size of classrooms and where other opportunities might be to hold
classes that would allow for social distancing.

3. If social distancing isn’t possible, we are creating designated areas in the classroom that
would allow for social distancing where a few students could go and remove their masks.

4. Our goal is to structure our time and space in the classroom to where students are not
having to wear masks for an extended period of time.

a. For example, students have been wearing masks for 30 minutes, a teacher could
build in a break to take the class outside where masks could be removed.



Example Elementary School Morning: 

Mask On/Off 

7:40 Arrival at Campus ON 

7:45 Class starts - Students are socially distanced in desks OFF 

8:15 Students assigned a small group activity ON 

8:30 Small Group Activity Over, back to social distancing -  Individual 
Activities/Instruction 

OFF 

9:30 Class goes to Library ON 

10:00 Back to class and socially distanced OFF 

10:45 Transition to Lunch, in line at lunch ON 

10:50 Seated at table eating OFF 

Here is an example of a classroom where social distancing isn’t possible. 
There can be designated areas in the classroom where students can go and take off their mask 
or face covering for a few minutes. 



Here is an example of a classroom where Social Distancing can be practiced and masks 
wouldn’t be mandatory. 




