
Parents and Guardians, 

I wanted to send more information out regarding the closing of NISD for this week.  The 
closing of our school is not to add to the hysteria or the scare of the COVID-19 
virus.  There are several reasons that supported the closure of our schools this week: 

• Limit social interaction to help reduce the spread of ANY and all illnesses.  This 
reduces the number of students that are seen by doctors or in urgent care 
facilities.  It reduces the strain on medical resources of our local healthcare 
providers.  

• We are planning to be re-open on March 23rd.  This week allows adequate time 
for the administration to plan for properly providing educational opportunities 
during this time.  We are going to have to make changes to how we operate to 
help minimize the number of students gathered in one place throughout the 
day. Some examples are: 

o Potential changes in lunch schedules 
o Changes and adjustments to visitor policies 
o Additional buses to help reduce students on buses 
o Having appropriate policies in place for students that fall ill or 

students/staff that did in fact travel to high-risk areas during spring 
break 

o Collecting data and information on student / staff travel.  
• The Commissioner of Education has already lined out specific waiver 

requirements that the district will have to comply with in order to be eligible to 
receive waivers for days missed.  There must be a plan in place to successfully 
reach each of these requirements.  

Looking forward to the coming week, I wanted to pass on some information that the 
district has already put together so you can be on the lookout for it.  Most of this is 
already posted on our website. 

1. Free meals are being provided to any and all students from 11 am – 1 pm at 
the front entrance Tuesday through Friday. 

2. There is a Spring Break Travel Survey that is posted on our website and will be 
linked here also.  This is a voluntary survey that will allow us to gather and 
evaluate pertinent travel data for students. 

3. Campus Principals, with the assistance of their teachers, are sending out 
“Discovery Guides,” that will help prompt learning activities for students while 
they are out of school this week.  These activities are simply ideas and are 
completely voluntary.  

4. Parents of seniors will be receiving a Scholarship email with several different 
scholarship applications that they can fill out during this downtime.  

Governor Greg Abbott took a large step in support of our students and teachers by 
canceling all STAAR tests for this school year.  This will greatly reduce the stress on 



teachers and students and allow districts to focus on providing highly engaging 
education that is safe and accessible for all.  

I will caution that there is more information daily that is being made available and as 
circumstances and recommendations change, we will need to reevaluate our plan 
continuously.  We appreciate your patience during this time and you can expect all 
information to be pushed to you through emails, direct calls, our website, and social 
media platforms.  

  

Mark Ruffin 

Superintendent  

 


