
Fourth Grade Distance Learning Plan 
Week of April 27 

 
Social Studies/Language: 
❏ Watch Oklahoma Land Rush! A History Cartoon for School OR read 

Race for a Dream  (attached, screenshot if needed) if you don't have 
internet access.  

❏ Pretend that you were part of the Oklahoma Land Run.  Write a 
paragraph (at least 4 sentences) telling what you are feeling and 
what you are looking for as you run for land. What would you wear? 
Are you nervous or excited?  Do you want land that is flat or with 
hills? Why? Do you want your land to have many trees or a pond? 
Why? Would you be a Sooner?  Why or why not?  Remember to use 
complete sentences, capitalization, and punctuation.  Send a 
picture of your paragraph to your homeroom teacher. 

❏ EXTRA FUN (optional): Have your own land run!  Design a flag on a 
piece of paper or scrap of cloth in order to stake your claim.  At 
noon one day, race against your family to “claim” the best part of 
your yard.  After you stake your claim, enjoy a picnic lunch on your 
land.   

 
Science: 
❏ Earthquake Flocabulary (if you have internet access) 

https://www.flocabulary.com/join-class/  Use code for your 
homeroom: 
Coffman-SHCZQV Crowson-CDKJZD 
Meshell-KXDQXM Riddle-RXT4FZ 
Witt-TZJ4BY Lab (Willard)-9TRD33 
Username: first name last initial 19 (for example: gregh19) 
Password: outlaws4 
 

❏ FINISH VOLCANO-To submit volcano you may send a picture or you 
may present your volcano on a Zoom on Thursday, April 30th in the 
evening.  IF YOU WANT TO PRESENT ON ZOOM, PLEASE LET YOUR 
HOMEROOM TEACHER KNOW BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29TH AT 
NOON SO THAT WE MAKE SURE THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH TIME 
SLOTS FOR EVERYONE.  Specific times, Zoom codes, and further 
directions for Zoom will be sent Wednesday afternoon or Thursday 
morning.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0seOS5S08v4
https://www.flocabulary.com/join-class/


 
Math (choose one): 
❏ Three times per week-Green Light on Reflex Math: 

https://accounts.explorelearning.com/reflex/student?_ga=2.3415990
5.1635874071.1585768350-991786261.1585768350 

❏ Practice multiplication facts for 15 minutes 3 times during the week. 
Send a picture to your homeroom teacher. 

 
Reading: 
❏ Daily-Read 20 minutes in different, creative locations, for example, 

outside, in a bathtub with no water, under a chair, in a swing, on the 
sidewalk, on your porch, or on the “land” you claimed.  Choose a 
different spot each day and send pictures of 2-3 of your most 
creative spots to your teacher.  

 
Character: 
❏ Help with laundry (sort all your clothing items by colors, measure 

your detergent/fabric softener, determine the size of your load of 
clothes, dry clothes, AND FOLD/PUT AWAY. 

 
Specials: 
❏ Daily-Marlow PE/Computers workout: Marlow Physical Education 

and Computers 
❏ Music- https://www.marlow.k12.ok.us/436519_3   or practice singing 

Oklahoma!  
 
 

Learning websites from 4th grade teachers in 
case you need resources from previous weeks: 
Reading: Educational Websites 

Math: Educational Websites 

Science: Educational Websites 

 

   

https://accounts.explorelearning.com/reflex/student?_ga=2.34159905.1635874071.1585768350-991786261.1585768350
https://accounts.explorelearning.com/reflex/student?_ga=2.34159905.1635874071.1585768350-991786261.1585768350
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwx7p6nFJSwzPs3dUqeIBuw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwx7p6nFJSwzPs3dUqeIBuw
https://www.marlow.k12.ok.us/436519_3
https://www.marlow.k12.ok.us/236153_4
https://www.marlow.k12.ok.us/9074_4
https://www.marlow.k12.ok.us/9059_4


Race for a Dream - The Oklahoma Land Run  
By Toni Lee Robinson 

Imagine a meadow covered with tall grass. Hills flecked with wildflowers rise to the north. 
A grove of swaying trees shades the eastern corner. In the west, the sunset is mirrored by a 
stream tripping by. Sound a bit like heaven? What if this patch of paradise were yours? It could 
be a dream come true.  

That's what it seemed like to many people on March 23, 1889. On that day, President 
Harrison made an announcement. He declared that public lands in Oklahoma would be opened 
to settlers. Some people had been waiting years for such a chance.  

The land was in the heart of Indian Territory. It was part of the land set aside for native 
tribes. Whole tribes from other parts of the U.S. had been moved into the area all around the 
land. To the north were the Cherokee. The Cheyenne lived on the west. Chickasaw land lay to 
the south. On the east, several tribes made their homes.  

No one lived in the large strip smack in the middle of the region. Through its nearly three 
million acres, five rivers flowed. One, the Cimarron, gave the area its name. The wide, beautiful 
country was called the Cimarron Strip. For years, white people had wanted to settle the land.  

Some groups had simply moved in. They had started buildings and farms. These people 
were called "boomers." Time after time, soldiers were sent to move "boomers" off the land. Still, 
people kept trying to settle there. Letters and petitions were sent to Congress.  

Finally, the government gave in. The U.S. bought the unused land from the tribes. It was 
divided into 160 acre plots. Town sites were laid out. Officials planned to open the borders at 
noon on April 22, 1889.  

At that time, property would be up for grabs. It would be given on a "first come, first 
served" basis. Each person could claim one plot or city lot. Only a U.S. citizen who was the 
head of a family, 18 or older, could claim land. If they settled on the land and used it, they would 
be given title to the property.  

Days before the opening, people poured into the towns near the Cimarron Strip. Its 
borders were the starting lines for the great land run. On the morning of April 22, people massed 
on the borders. Each was eager to rush in and grab the best spots.  

Some were so determined that they gave themselves a head start. The night before 
Name Date the run, quite a few people sneaked into the Strip. They spied out the land. Then 
they hid in patches of trees nearby. When the race began, they could slip out to the plots they'd 
chosen. By the time the crowd raced by, the early birds would have their land secured.  

Those who had claimed their land early, or "too soon," came to be called "sooners." 
Many "sooners" were caught by soldiers and thrown out. Some were able to hold on and keep 
their choice plots. Most people, though, took their chances in the run.  

As the sun rose higher in the sky, some 50,000 people gathered on the starting lines. 
They came from all walks of life. In covered wagons, farm families chattered excitedly. A doctor 
in a light, fast buggy gripped the reins, his quirt at the ready. Dusty cowboys, rough-clad drifters, 
and men in suits fought to control antsy horses. The animals tossed their heads and snorted 
impatiently. They felt the tension in the air.  



People on foot got ready. For them, it would be a lopsided race. They wouldn't be 
leading the pack. If they could keep up the pace, though, they might find a good spot that had 
been overlooked in the rush. Here and there, a widow or single woman waited. Some rode 
horses, some drove wagons, and some walked. Black people weren't welcomed at the starting 
line. Some did run in the race, hanging back until after everyone else had gone. They, too, were 
racing toward their dreams.  

Finally, the time came. At each border, an officer aimed his gun in the air. "Bang!" When 
the shot rang out, the crowds broke loose. Horses, wagons, and people charged pell-mell into 
the new territory. It didn't take long for the riders to pull ahead of the wagons. In the confusion, 
there were accidents. Wagons turned over and horses fell. Some people were hurt or even 
killed in the run.  

When a person found the plot he or she was looking for, a claim was made by driving a 
special stake in the ground. By the end of the day, all the plots had been taken. Some had been 
claimed by more than one person. Disputes arose. There was little violence in spite of the 
hunger for land. But legal wrangling went on for years, especially over plots claimed by 
"sooners."  

Most people made good on the land they had raced to claim. They built homes, farms, 
and businesses. The land run brought their dreams to pass. It also set the stage for Oklahoma 
to become the 46th state. It even gave the state its nickname-the "Sooner State." 
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