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Senior Kaylee Brooks was nominated to audition to sing at the 
Carnegie Hall in New York City, New York this February. 

Choir teacher, Brent Logan, says it had become clear that Brooks 
had a desire to go to New York. 

A few days later, Brooks received the information and require-
ments for the big audition. 

“To audition I had to record myself singing while Mr. Logan 
played the piano. I had to choose a song out of a book full of Italian 
songs. Luckily, I found ‘Caro Mio Ben’ which is the one I chose to 
audition with,” Brooks said.

The recorded song had to be at least three minutes long in order to 
meet requirements. 

The Carnegie Hall trip will consist of touring New York City, at-
tending a live Broadway show, experiencing practices led by famous 
conductors, viewing the Big Apple’s most famous landmarks and, of 
course, her performance.

Although the trip is February 4th through 8th, Brooks will find out 
if she made it on October 31st. 
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Senior Seth Hodges is taking on the next dan, 
or level in Japanese, with a kick.

Hodges has been involved with karate and ju-
jitsu since he was around the age of five.

When Hodges was younger, he enjoyed watch-
ing many karate movies and television series.

He especially enjoyed “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles” (TMNT).

Hodges was amazed by the talent of the fight-
ers and wanted to learn the skills for himself.

“I learned to defend myself,” Hodges said. 
“The inspiration definitely came from the movies 
and shows that I watched.” 

Hodges is now a brown belt in karate and helps 
mentor the younger years.

The belts are in order by color; white, yellow, 
orange, green, blue, purple, red, brown and then 
black.

Receiving the belts and working your way up 
includes time, patience and skill.

The dojo will ask you to do certain tasks to 
earn a higher level color.

“Earning the belts takes more and more time 
as you grow and mature,” Hodges said.

Hodges takes classes on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days when his school work allows it.

Hodges has always taken school seriously for 
his future.

“I focus on being the absolute best that I can 
be and try to excel in everything I put my mind 
to,” Hodges said.

Many teachers have appreciated the time and 
hard work that Hodges has put into their class.

One of these teachers was Hodges’ favorite, 
Karin Brantley his Algebra II teacher.

“Seth was an excellent student,” Brantley 

said. “He was 
i n q u i s i t i v e 
and genuinely 
loved learn-
ing.”

The love for 
learning will 
be furthered as 
Hodges plans 
to attend Okla-
homa State 
University.

Hodges has 
decided to dou-
ble major in chemical and mechanical engineer-
ing; he plans to take this major to make chemical 
mixtures for multiple medical reasons.

This interest has come from Hodges’ love for 
chemistry.

Hodges is now in Chem. II taught by Sherry 
Curry.

“Seth is a talented, hardworking, student with 
great capabilities,” Curry said.

SETH HODGES
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Singing Her Way to New York
I focus on being the 
absolute best that I 
can be and try to excel 
in everything I put my 
mind to,

-Seth Hodges
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Fighting his way to the top

FCCLA brings kindness home to MHS
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Marlow High school’s Family 
Career and Community Leaders of 
America or FCCLA officers trav-
eled to Ardmore Thursday Septem-
ber 10 for the 2015 Lead Confer-
ence to better their leadership skills 
and to sharpen their focus for the 
upcoming school year.

The conference included offi-
cers from southwest district three 
and four.

Marlow High School is a part of 
district four.

This year’s FCCLA officers 
for the Marlow Chapter are as fol-
lows: President Sara Folmer, Vice-
President Blair Brantley, Secretary 
Lily Smith, Membership Cheyenne 
Rose and Historian Allie Custer.

The conference opened with 
FCCLA district three president 
Maci Griffin encouraging members 
to start dreaming, believing and 
looking forward to what they can 
achieve in their chapters this year.

“This is where your leadership 
adventure begins,” Griffin said.

Special guest Chef McGee, 
who is the Family and Consumer 
Science teacher at Ardmore and 
was in FCCLA in high school, 
welcomed the officers and encour-
aged them to have open ears for the day.

He told the officers that because of joining FCCLA he was able to over-
come bullying, and he encouraged the officers to break the mold in their 
chapters this year.

“You have to be fearless in everything you do,” McGehee said. “Don’t 
be afraid to be yourself.”

The district officers took it from there by giving a challenge for the of-
ficers at the conference.

Marlow High School FCCLA vice-president and district officer Blair 
Brantley challenged everyone to keep doors open for their future and not 
to let mistakes now close those doors.

“We close doors without even knowing it, so be sure you are keeping 
doors open for later in life,” Brantley said.

Keynote speaker of the confer-
ence got up next with his banjo and 
big Alabama accent.

He told the officers to believe 
in themselves even though soci-
ety tells them they are not good 
enough.

“Real heroes are not the big 
wigs, but the simple folks like you 
and I,” Bailey said. “We are the 
ones that make the big differences.”

He asked the officers a big ques-
tion. 

“Who could you have helped, 
but have chosen to just walk by 
them?” Bailey said.

Marlow High School FCCLA 
advisor Tamera Huddleston says 
she plans on bringing more posi-
tivity and kindness to the Marlow 
chapter, school, and community.

“I expect my officers to show 
kindness to everyone and to look 
for ways to serve their school and 
community,” Huddleston said.

Huddleston went on to say that 
Marlow FCCLA needs to incorpo-
rate what Bailey was encouraging 
them to do at Marlow High School 
and the community.

“Bailey talked about being that 
person who will stop and care, and 
to always be available to people,” 
Huddleston said. “We need to give 
everyone respect as human beings, 

and we should be in service to those around us all the time.”
Marlow High School FCCLA membership officer Cheyenne Rose says 

that Bailey inspired her and caused her to stumble across a realization.
“Helping people isn’t always easy, but it is always worth it,” Rose said.
The conference ended with all the officers standing and reciting the 

FCCLA creed.

FCCLA. (l to r) Blair Brantley, Allie Custer, Cheyenne Rose, Tamera Huddleston, Sara Folmer and Lily Smith. 
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As a fan of Robert Kirkman’s television powerhouse “The Walking Dead,” the new spin-off “Fear the 
Walking Dead” just can’t seem to excite and grip me like its predecessor.

What was speculated “Fear the Walking Dead” would be about is the origination of the zombie out-
break that plagues “Walking Dead” universe, but the series is merely a survival story of an east coast 
family in the early stages of the outbreak.

This could have been an exciting premise despite the initial confusion, but “Fear the Walking Dead” 
lacks any strong hooks thanks to lack of action, lack of interesting characters and just a plodding story.

Many fans will tell you that “The Walking Dead” is intense because of its minute-to-minute action, 
which is a feature “Fear the Walking Dead” lacks. “Fear the Walking Dead” has been primarily focused 
on the drama and relations which would not have been bad in the early episodes to establish dynamics of 
characters, but the show is in its fourth episode of its six episode season and has yet to reach any major 
conflicts relating to actual survival.

Without strong conflict, it is necessary to have likable characters, but “Fear the Walking Dead” also 
lacks bearable characters. Characters seemingly forget that there is any other emotion besides anger and 
complaining all the time. The worst offense is when Alicia Clark (Alycia Debnam-Carey) goes on a ram-
page and breaks her brother-in-law’s, Chris Manawa’s (Lorenzo James Henrie), nose when he saves her 
life from one of the few walkers in the series so far. These characters are not fun to watch, and the once 
promising show is now a lackluster soap opera set in the apocalypse.

Probably the worst thing about “Fear the Walking Dead” is that it is taking its time to reach an engross-
ing conflict, and it is wasting the viewers’ time. The series is just plain boring because it never resolves a 
single conflict as the season comes to a close. 

If you’re a fan of “The Walking Dead,” do not watch “Fear the Walking Dead.” If you like watching 
television, don’t watch “Fear the Walking Dead.” It is boring, uninteresting, and the show was just all 
hype despite its record-breaking ratings. “Fear the Walking Dead” is already scheduled for a second sea-
son, but if the show does not impress me in the next two episodes, I will not stay around for the second 
season.

KAYLEE BROOKS

“Fear the Walking Dead”
a review by Cole Cloyd
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