
MHS exPRESS

MHS exPRESS STAFF
Editor-in-Chief
   Haleigh Hines
Assistant Editor
   Rayne Grandy
Layout Editor
   Tyler Hall

Feature Editor
   Haley Travis
Sports Editor
   Codi Young
   Karsen Baker
News Editor
   Tori Hack
Layout Assistant
    Haley Travis

Columnist
   Tori Hack
Head Photographer    
   Haley Travis
Adviser
   Sharon Bullard

EMILY ELROY

By Rayne Grandy and 
Sarah Ivory
MHS exPRESS writers

If anyone were to fit the pro-
file created by ABBA’s 1976 
hit single, “Dancing Queen,” it 
would be this week’s Lions Club 
Student of the Week, Emily El-
roy.

Formal dance training began 
for Elroy when she was in kin-
dergarten and first grade when 
she took classes at Heartbeat 
Dance Studio in Duncan.

Elroy is a four-year member 
of the MHS Bootlegger dance 
team and says the entire team 
experience is what keeps her go-
ing.

“All of the girls on the team 
are like my sisters,” Elroy said. 
“Sometimes we even fight like 
sisters, but I would not change it 
for anything.”

Dance coach, Lisa Branum, 
affirms Elroy’s exceptional ded-
ication to the team and to danc-
ing as a whole.

“She never gives up, trying 
her hardest even when the par-
ticular routine is tough,” Bra-
num said. “She is a wonderful 
young woman who I am blessed 
to know.”

Because she is a senior mem-
ber of the squad, Elroy is a squad 
leader, a title which allows her 
to choreograph routines and 
help the younger members with 
aspects of dancing they are hav-
ing trouble with. Elroy acts as a 
mentor and friend, and the girls 

in her squad appreciate the help 
she gives them.

“Emily works really hard 
with all of the dancers in our 
squad,” freshman Alyssa Tipton 
said. “I know that she is willing 
to go above and beyond what 
is expected of her to help me 
with any problem I might have, 
whether it be with a particular 
dance or something else, and 
that makes me feel really spe-
cial. I know it is really important 
that the leaders on the team are 
friendly enough to encourage 
the underclassmen and Emily 
has provided that for me,” Tip-
ton added.

Elroy says that being a squad 
leader is very rewarding as well.

“I love seeing how the 
younger girls look up to me as a 
senior and how much they grow 
and improve,” Elroy said.

“I would definitely say being 
in a leadership role is an eye-
opener. It has shown me why the 
other girls pushed me so hard 
when I was a freshman and a 
sophomore.”

Dance is focus for Elroy
Student of the Week

Stagecraft members learn life skills

TOOL TIME. Fellow stagecraft students (pictured l-r) Logan Hanley, Rayne Grandy and Wakley Bergner assist Katie Sheehan as drills in an 
l-bracket to hold up the door frame.

Tori Hack | MHS exPRESS

By Tori Hack and Sam 
Kimbrough
MHS exPRESS writers

If you are looking for Paula 
McConnell’s stagecraft class, 
it is nearly impossible to miss. 
The whine of drills, the pound-
ing of hammers and McCon-
nell’s instructions can be heard 
echoing throughout the audito-
rium.

To be accepted for the class, 
students must be sophomores 
or older and must complete an 
application process. Their first 
official assignment, designing 
and constructing the set for 
the advanced drama play, be-
gins immediately with the new 
school year.

“It feels amazing to be a part 
of something so big,” junior 
Sayge Alexander said. The ac-
tors in the play are an obvious 
choice for acknowledgement; 
however, the play would be im-
possible without the set.

“I don’t have to worry about 
building my own set, which is 
great, because that would just 
add to the stress of learning my 
lines and my hectic schedule.”

Stagecraft students are re-
sponsible for constructing the 

entire set by assembling props, 
painting scenery and creating 
an entire world.

While actors stress about 
memorizing their lines, stage-
craft students race against the 
clock and all laws of physics to 
finish the set before the play is 
set to debut.

“I never think of it as be-
ing stressful because we all 
work together for the good of 
the deadline,” said McConnell. 
This deadline is about a week 
and a half before show time.

This is not the only set stage-
craft is responsible for. In the 
spring, drama I students put 
on Children’s Theater for el-
ementary children. They also 
work on the backdrop for the 
advanced drama Showcase, a 
presentation of actors who have 
done well at the state speech 
tournament. 

In addition to set construc-
tion, students learn a variety of 
other skills associated with the 
acting field.

“My favorite thing besides 
building sets is studying make-
up,” senior Wakley Bergner 
said. “One of the projects we 
do, is putting on makeup to 
make us look like lions. It’s 
honestly so much fun.”

Students learn to do many 
things with stage makeup, such 
as aging, replicating animal 

faces and gender change.
Between productions, stage-

craft can be found reproducing 

classic paintings, learning stage 
make up techniques and study-
ing different cultures and their 

art.
Stagecraft is in its 14th year 

at Marlow and going strong. 

Outlawed by Alexis Hazel

The daily grind
Cell phones affect everyone, whether you own one or not. According to autoobserver.com, drivers 

distracted by using a cell phone caused 30% of recent crashes.
Cell phones can be a headache for teachers in class as well. School policy states that phones are 

to be turned off and out of sight.
Some teachers prefer them on the corner of desks to reduce temptation to use them in class. De-

spite all of this, some students are still finding ways to skirt the rules and the question of cell phone 
addiction hangs heavy in the halls.

When phones are taken up by teachers, students respond apocalyptically. Surely, without this 
technology in my possession—no, in my hand! Surely, I shall perish!

I hate to break it to you, but unless your life source stems from the heat that radiates off your cell 
battery, your cause of death is more likely to be parental wrath.

They are the ones who make the trek to the school to retrieve confiscated phones and return them 
(or not) to their children.

If you feel offended, congratulations, you have just taken the first step towards recovery! You 
have identified your problem: cell phone addiction.

Now how does one anonymous average person go about solving this problem? Welcome to Cell 
Addiction Rehabilitation! I am not a licensed therapist and am, therefore, not qualified to administer 
any medical advice. 

With that in mind, the next step is to forgive yourself. It is not your fault you have this addiction. 
You are not the one who spent hours texting, scrolling through Facebook and laughing at the latest 
lolcats. Oh, wait.

Moving on to step number three: attempt to spend time you would normally spend on your cel-
lular device with friends or family or, I don’t know, reading a book. Find something you like to do so 
that your mind is not aware that it is being distracted.

Once your vision clears from the brightness of your screen, you may find that there is a whole 
world of activities out there waiting for you to pause Temple Run and discover them.

A column by Tori Hack

[Hack]ing in...
Phone addiction is real

For the past four years senior 
Maci Rich has been a part of the 
Lady Outlaw cross country team. 

Rich is working extremely 
hard to be the best of the best.

“I’ve never seen her work so 
hard,” coach Mikey Eaves said. 
“She has worked very hard over 
the summer and is in line to be 
one of the best, if not the best, 
runner in Class 3A.”

Outlaw Spotlight

MACI RICH

In their first meet of the sea-
son, which Marlow hosted at 
Redbud Park, Rich placed first. 

Marlow competed against 
several larger schools including 
Duncan and Elk City.  

The next meet for the Outlaw 
cross country teams will be the 
Oklahoma Runner Meet on Fri-
day, September 7th (tomorrow) 
in Norman.


