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By Rayne Grandy
MHS exPRESS writer

When the Lady Outlaw Soft-
ball team travels to Washington 
for Class 3A regionals Thursday 
(today), September 27, they will 
be walking on the field with a 
26-8 winning record and a confi-
dent attitude.

The 2007 season was the 
last time the Lady Outlaws ad-
vanced to state following a re-
gional championship.

At the district tournament 
hosted at Marlow, they faced 
Comanche to qualify for region-
als and won with decisive victo-
ries, the first by a score of 19-0 
and the championship game by 
10-0.

“Because of our overwhelm-
ing success in districts, I feel 
confident we can go all the way 
and rock regionals,” four-year 
starter senior Avery Walker said. 

“If we play to the best of our 
ability and keep our heads in the 
game, I know we can make it to 
state,” Walker added.

Not only were the Lady Out-
laws successful in district play, 
but they have also been suc-
cessful in regular season play as 

Lady Outlaws dominate at districts
well, a fact their coach attributes 
to teamwork.

“The strength of our team this 
year is the fact we play as a team 
and win and lose as a team,” 
head coach Brian Miller said. 

“We have had good defense 
behind solid pitching, and our 
hitters have been swinging the 
bat well all through the line-up,” 
Miller added.

This statement is backed up 
by the fact that their number one 
pitcher, sophomore Gigi Wall, 
has pitched 23 winning games.

“I am really pumped and 
ready to see what the regional 
games have in store for us,” 
Wall said. “For now, I will be 
working on making my pitches 
more precise and pitching more 
strikes.”

The first team the Lady Out-
laws will face is Lindsay at 2 
p.m. If they win, they will play 
the winner of the Washington vs. 
Mt. St. Mary’s game at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday. If they lose the 
first game, they will play in the 
loser’s bracket on noon at Friday 
with winner’s bracket games to 
follow. 

Admission will be $5 for all 
games.

By Tori Hack
MHS exPRESS writer

As a candidate for the pres-
tigious Academic All-State 
Award, Jordan Van Buskirk is 
at the top of his game academi-
cally. The award honors student 
athletes in their senior year and 
has been established for more 
than 20 years.

Marlow High School guid-
ance counselor, Brenda Parker, 
expressed her enthusiasm for 
Van Buskirk’s nomination.

“I’m so excited for this op-
portunity for Jordan. He has 
worked hard to get to this place 
and I’m happy he qualifies to 
apply. Hopefully, we will have 
an Academic All-Stater at MHS 
again.

One hundred students will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship 
and will be honored at the Aca-
demic Awards Banquet on May 
18, 2013. Students who meet 
any one of the following re-
quirements may be nominated:  

JORDAN VAN BUSKIRK

A composite ACT score of at 
least 30, a combined SAT score 
of at least 1340, National Merit 
Scholarship Program semi-
finalist, National Achievement 
Scholarship Program semi-
finalist or a National Hispanic 
Scholar Awards Program semi-
finalist.

Van Buskirk was the only 
senior at Marlow High School 
who met the criteria.

“Being smart comes natu-

rally, but I still work hard at ev-
erything I do,” Van Buskirk said.

Nominated students are fur-
ther evaluated on the basis of 
their leadership abilities, moti-
vation, academic achievement 
and character.

Van Buskirk’s list of academ-
ic achievements is impressive 
including his composite ACT 
score of 32 and his 4.0 grade 
point average throughout high 
school. He was also awarded the 
Woodsman of the World History 
Award.

Van Buskirk is also vice pres-
ident of Student Council and 
extremely active in his youth 
group at church. 

“Jordan has been an asset 
to our council for the past four 
years. He is a hard worker and 
will be greatly missed next 
year,” Student Council adviser, 
Ann Field, said.

He plans to attend Oklahoma 
Christian University in Edmond 
and major in mechanical engi-
neering.

Van Buskirk is candidate
for Academic All-State

“She went down in an airplane, fried getting suntanned, 
fell in a cement mixer full of quicksand.” These are just a 
few of Train’s “50 Ways to Say Goodbye” that resonated 
at the Zoo Amphitheater in Oklahoma City on Thursday, 
September 13th. 

I was accompanied by some of my closest senior com-
rades; Jackson Huddleston, Ashley O’Dell, Annie Daven-
port and Jordan Van Buskirk. Chaperoning our trek was 
2012 graduate Elijah Tedder.

The concert was, as always, expected to be a hit until 
Mother Nature threw a curveball. It rained all day that day, 
and there were questions as to whether or not the show 
would go on. 

However, being the great performers that they are, Train 
decided it would be silly to let a little rain get in their way. 

Patrick Monahan even got out in the rain to walk through the audience multiple times. 
Train’s performance included far more than their newest hits. They performed older songs 

such as “Drops of Jupiter” and “Hey, Soul Sister” and even sang remakes of other artist’s songs 
like, Aerosmith’s “Dream On.”

Train tried to get the crowd as involved as possible. For one of their newer songs, “Mer-
maids,” he brought a group of girls on stage to back him up; he also brought out a girl to sing 

Train is no wreck at zoo
A review by Emalee Williams

DISTRICT CHAMPS. The Lady Outlaw softball team captured the district title last Thursday at Marlow in games against Comanche. They will 
travel to Washington on Thursday (today) for Regional competition.
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By Sarah Ivory
MHS exPRESS writer

Sponge painting t-shirts is 
one of the highlights planned for 
the “Sundae Madness” member-
ship drive to be hosted by the 
Family Career and Community 
Leaders of America. The drive 
will be held in the MHS main 
parking lot on Sunday, Septem-
ber 30th. 

Chapter president, junior Tori 
Hack, said the drive will be a 
chance for students to really get 

involved with this organization.
 “We are trying to build up 

our membership and show stu-
dents what a good opportunity 
and how much fun FCCLA is,” 
Hack said.

Rounding out the slate of of-
ficers is vice president, Annie 
Davenport; secretary, Courtney 
Elroy; treasurer, Jaycee Pat-
terson; reporter, Kylie Sellers; 
chaplain, Robyn Smith; and liai-
son, Rhailey Stewart. 

Serving as adviser in her first 
year at Marlow is Diane Zu-

nigha. 
“This year FCCLA is work-

ing to continue to build the orga-
nization,” Zunigha said. 

The chapter will also con-
tinue doing community service 
projects and competitions this 
school year. 

The regional competition for 
STAR events is on December 5th. 

Fundraising for their com-
petitions and activities for the 
chapter include selling suckers 
and popcorn until supplies run 
out.

“Sundae Madness” set
Membership drive underway
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BRAINSTORMING. FCCLA president Tori Hack (left) and vice president Annie Davenport discuss ideas 
for an upcoming membership drive. The chapter is currently fundraising by selling flavored popcorn and 
suckers.

Student of the week


