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Senior cross country runners 
Makayla Ortega, Rylee Rich 

and Kyle Seeley are taking this 
running season by storm. 

Senior Rylee Rich is in her 
sixth and final year on the MHS 
girls cross country team. 

“I have made so many friend-
ships through running,” Rich 
said. “I have been fortunate 
to have coaches that teach me 
about running and more impor-
tantly about God.” 

Girls coach Mikey Eaves said 
that Rich has great work ethic.

“She has made a name for 
herself in class 3a and is really 
helping the team accomplish our 
goals.” Eaves said.

Rich has placed first twice, 
and she also placed second in 
the three meets she’s competed 
in so far this year.

“Rylee has been a very im-
portant part of our cross country 
program,” Eaves said. “She is 
going to be missed.” 

Freshman Macey Bateman says that Rich pushes the team to be 
better.

“She is a great leader, encourager and someone that I look up to,” 
Bateman said. “It’s not going to be the same without her!”

Rich plans on attending Oklahoma Christian University after 
graduation.

Eaves said that Rich has been a wonderful team leader, but an-
other named mentioned alongside Rich is senior Makayla Ortega.

Eaves said, “She has a great work ethic. She is a great vocal lead-
er and is always willing to make the team better.”

A personal goal of hers is to be a positive influence on her team-
mates.

“I want to always reassure the other girls of how important and 
special they are. They are like the sisters I’ve always wanted but 
never had,” Ortega said.

Sophomore Mallory Bearce said that Ortega always has a great 
outlook.

“I like running with her because she’s always very positive,” 
Bearce said. “She’s a great motivator.”

Eaves says that Ortega brings a positive attitude towards the team 
every day at practice.

“Makayla has a big heart,” Eaves said. “She puts everyone else’s 
success above her own.”

Running won’t be the only thing that Ortega will miss after her 
last season ends.

“I will miss the people I see everyday in practice, especially 

Coach Eaves and Coach Ivory,” 
Ortega said. “I cannot thank 
them enough for all they both 
have done for me.”

On the boys side of cross 
country, senior Kyle Seeley is 
standing out amongst the team.

MHS boys cross country 
coach Matt Ivory said he has re-
spect for Kyle in the sport.

“He chose to come back af-
ter a year off, so I think he likes 
what he is doing,” Ivory said.

Seeley said that coach Ivory 
has always been very support-
ive.

“He is always right there 
by us,” Seeley said. “No mat-
ter how tough the workout is, 
he pushes us to make ourselves 
better.”

Seeley enjoys time with his 
team as well.

“Our team is really close,” 
Seeley said. “We all bond to-
gether really well.”

Teammate Logan Branum 
enjoys practices with Seeley.

“Kyle makes everything 
fun,” Branum said. “He is the one that sticks up for everyone.”

Ivory said that he has enjoyed seeing Seeley become a young 
man.

“He has really stepped up in the leader role this year,” Ivory said. 
“I’m challenging him to continue to do so.” 

Seeley said a personal goal of his is to do the best he can.
“I want to do the best of my ability and help our team make it to 

state this year,” Seeley said.
Seeley will miss his team the most after his last season ends.
“I am going to miss all the little things that our team can turn 

around and make it fun,” Seeley said.
The Marlow High School cross country teams will be running on 

September 26 at Oklahoma State University. 
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RUNNERS. Seniors Kyle Seeley, Makayla Ortega and Rylee Rich are doing well for their cross country career. 
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Dancing her way through 
high school has been a life 
changing experience for Senior 
Alyssa Tipton.

Tipton has been a Marlow 
High School Bootlegger since 
her freshman year.

Tipton tried out for cheer her 
eighth grade year and had de-
cided to not try out for anything 
going into her ninth grade year.

Tipton was then encouraged 
by her mother to try out for 
bootlegger.

When Tipton tried out she discovered her talent of dancing.
Tipton only had one year of dance when she was in elementary school, and she did not enjoy it as 

much as she enjoys bootlegger.
Freshman year was her favorite as far as the team and the memories that were made.
“Working with the team was a new experience and I had so much fun,” Tipton said.
The memories made going to state are memories that Tipton will always carry with her.
Former Bootlegger Coach, Lisa Branum, was one of Tipton’s best supporters.
“I did not know anyone on the team, and Branum really encouraged me to try new things in the rou-

tines,” Tipton said. “If it wasn’t for her encouragement, I wouldn’t have been able to make it.”
Tipton was named Bootlegger of the Month in her Sophomore and Junior year and was a Squad 

Leader her junior and senior year.
She enjoys mentoring and guiding the younger bootleggers to do their best.
One of the younger girls on the team that have been influenced by Tipton is Jaden Gallop.
“Alyssa has been a great influence on me and is always willing to help whether it’s working on a 

dance or listening to me when I want to talk,” Gallop said. “Alyssa is an amazing young woman and I 
love her. She is the older sister I’ve never had.”

Tipton has been greatly appreciated throughout the years and will leave a legacy of being a leader.

ALYSSA TIPTON
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Music makes the world go 
round for Senior Kaylee Brooks 
and freshman Hayden Benfield.

Saturday, September 19th, 
seven people from Marlow High 
Choir went to audition for Okla-
homa All Region Choir. 

At auditions you go into a 
small room with a music stand 
with a black screen separating 
you and the three judges.

Performers have four songs 
to start out with, and then go to the cutting room 
which is where their final singing assignment are 
made.

Kaylee Brooks made All Region Choir and was 
also chosen as top soprano in the southwest region 
Oklahoma. 

 “It is such an honor,and I am so glad my long 
practices since June are paying off,” Brooks said.

Brooks has been in the vocal program at Marlow 
since her seventh grade year, and it is her second 
year to make All Region.

“I love how some of the under classmen look up 
to me,” Brooks said.” I love helping them out and 
being a leader in the class.” 

Hayden Benfield made the choir as well.
He has been in the program for three years.
“I have always loved to sing and I wanted to 

take a class I knew that I would love,” Benfield 
said.

This is Benfield’s first year to make All Region.
“I am very excited to be in All Region Choir,” 

Benfield said. “The songs are challenging which 
makes for a lot of fun.”

Marlow Choir Teacher, Brent Logan, is very 
proud of the two for making it into the choir.

“Both students are exceptional musicians with 
potential,” Logan said. “I am looking forward to 
see what the two can accomplish in the future.” 
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With passion in their eyes, 
the Marlow Outlaw seniors en-
tered this season with hopeful 
hearts.

“When the beginning of the 
season started, I was honestly 
in shock,” Nick Warren said. “I 
realized that I wasn’t an under-
classman anymore. I came to the 
realization that I have to take ev-
erything a lot more serious and 
be a leader on the team.”

Family is the main motiva-
tion for the team this season.

“My biggest motivation is 
seeing how everybody on the 
team has bonded and became 
one,” Anthony Green said. “See-

ing the family aspect made me 
want to give it my all.”

“Being a family has more 
importance to performance than 
being a good athlete,” Green 
added.

Tristen Salazar agrees saying 
that team bonding affects their 
Friday night performance.

“The family aspect of the 
team impacts us a lot because 
we trust each other, and we play 
better because of that trust,” 
Salazar said.

Colt Mitchell said that his 
personal performance is better 
knowing that his team protects 
him.

“I feel that the family aspect 
is the most important thing the 
team could have,” Mitchell said. 

“The way I see it, I could look at 
anyone on that team and know 
they have my back, and that 
makes me perform at a higher 
level.”

One senior said that being an 
Outlaw makes you unique.

 “Being an Outlaw football 
player means you are different 
from any other team,” Kayd 
Kelly said. “I am going to miss 
being a part of the toughest team 
in 3A.”

Green later added that his 
ultimate goal for the team is to 
give their all.

 “My goal is to fight as a team 
until the very last second of the 
very last game,” Green said. “I 
want to leave the field with noth-
ing left to give.”

Tipton has influenced  
many young bootleggers

“Family” takes the field

Music elites headed to All Region
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