
MHS exPRESS

MHS exPRESS STAFF
Editors-in-Chief
   Rayne Grandy
   Tyler Hall
Layout Editor
   Tyler Hall
Assistant Editor
    Tori Hack

Feature Editor
   Emalee Williams
Sports Editor
   Codi Young
   Karsen Baker
News Editor
   Tori Hack
Head Photographer    
   Anne Wortham
Layout Assistant
    Sam Kimbrough

Columnists
   Tori Hack
   Sam Kimbrough
Adviser
   Sharon Bullard
Business Manager
   Sarah Ivory

When “Fools” opened on 
Broadway on April 6, 1981, it 
met with rave reviews.

“The brightest, freshest, fun-
niest, wittiest, warmest and hap-
piest to do on Broadway in many 
a day. ”—CBS-TV

“A blockbuster and a major 
American play.”—New York Dai-
ly News

Ten MHS actors hope they 
will merit a similar reception 
as the final curtain falls on this 
year’s Advanced Drama produc-
tion of Neil Simon’s acclaimed 
Broadway play, “Fools.”

The curtain will rise on the 
annual school play with perfor-
mances this Friday and Saturday.

Subtitled “A Comic Fable,”  
“Fools” centers around a small 
Russian hamlet which has been 
cursed with Chronic Stupidity 
for 200 years. Portrayed by se-
nior Tyler Hall, Leon Tolchinsky 
is the newcomer whose job is to 
break the curse. He is unaware 
that he too will become stupid if 
he fails to do so within 24 hours.

Adding to the farce is the fact 
that he falls in love with Sophia, 
a girl so stupid she has only re-
cently learned how to sit down. 
Cast in that role is senior Rayne 
Grandy.

While some members of the 
cast have had roles in school 
plays in the past, others are tak-
ing the stage for the first time and 
said they are experiencing some 
jitters.

Fools rush in as curtain rises Friday
Neil Simon play returns

“I’m nervous about the play in 
general,” junior Gerald McCull-
ers said.

“I’m most nervous about per-
forming in front of my peers—

it’s different than performing in 
front of first graders,” McCullers 
added.

McCullers was referring to 
the Children’s Theater produc-

tion that Drama I students put on 
each year for elementary school 
students.

Also a junior, Mitchell Hays, 
said he is happy to be playing the 

character for which he was cast.
“I really connect with my 

character—he is a religious man, 
and I enjoy playing him,” Hays 
said. “I also like being in the play 

because I like spending time with 
my friends.”

Drama teacher Paula McCo-
nnell, who is directing the play, 
said she feels her cast will be 
ready when the curtain goes up 
on Friday.

“The students have been pre-
paring diligently for a month and 
a half, and I think we are ready 
for the performances.”

One of the challenges faced by 
McConnell and her students is to 
have a fresh approach to the 2012 
version of “Fools,” which MHS 
students also performed six years 
ago.

“In most cases we wait 15 
years before doing a play again, 
but this is a play that my students 
were interested in pursuing,” Mc-
Connell said.

Members of the stagecraft 
class have also been working 
hard to construct the set, finishing 
it last week.

“We are just cleaning it up 
now and taking care of any last 
minute touches,” said senior 
Wakley Bergner. “The hardest 
part was constructing a balcony, 
but we did it, and I think the set 
looks very realistic,” Bergner 
added.

The first performance will be 
a matinee for the student body on 
Friday morning. The cost is $1.  
The cast will return to the stage at 
7 p.m. Saturday evening to per-
form for the public. Admission is 
$3 for that performance.

ALL-STAR CAST. Members of the Advanced Drama team will give two performances of the Neil Simon play, “Fools”. Cast members include 
(back, l-r) Mitchell Hays, Sam Kimbrough, Tori Hack, Ty Custer, Cara Williams, Gerald McCullers; and (front l-r) Tyler Gibbs, Rayne Grandy, 
Tyler Hall and Nathan Fikes.

BETSY WALLER

By Rayne Grandy
MHS exPRESS

With her extraordinary drive 
for the vocal arts, this week’s 
Lions Club Student of the Week, 
Betsy Waller, graces many a 
stage and wows judges and audi-
ences across the state.

“I have been singing for as 
long as I can remember and I 
can’t imagine my life without 
it,” Waller said. “It is my passion 
and I know it can take me far in 
life, whether I become a vocal 
teacher or a professional singer.”

Waller has won numerous 
singing awards including plac-
ing first in Star Search, receiving 
multiple excellent and superior 
ratings at vocal competitions and 
being a part of the Southwest 
Oklahoma All-Region Honor 
choir for the past six years. 
Waller has also received superior 
ratings for the last five years in 
the solo category.

Betsy will have another 
chance to shine when she partici-

pates in the first round of compe-
tition for a spot in the All-State 
Honor Choir on October 27th. 
The second round of competition 
will be held on November 10th. 

Waller has been a member 
of the All-State Choir since her 
8th grade year, a feat which 
only comes to those extremely 
dedicated to music, according to 
Marlow High School vocal mu-

sic director Lori Geis.
“In my 18 years of teaching, 

I have never met with another 
student who is more dedicated 
to her craft than Betsy Waller,” 
Geis said.

“She has been an immense 
blessing to teach,” Geis added.

Waller has been a member of 
the Marlow vocal program for 
six years and in Entertainers, an 
elite group of singers and danc-
ers, for four years.

Waller attends church at Ray 
of Hope where she has been a 
member of the youth worship 
team for a year and a half and 
makes regular stage appearanc-
es.

Betsy has not decided on 
where she would like to further 
her education, but she knows that 
she will double major in engi-
neering and vocal performance.

Betsy is the daughter of Shelli 
and Keith Waller. She is the 
younger sister of Marlow High 
School alumni Abe and Cassi 
Waller.

Waller is talented vocalist
Student of the Week

“She went down in an 
airplane, fried getting sun-
tanned, fell in a cement mixer 
full of quicksand.” These 
are just a few of Train’s “50 
Ways to Say Goodbye” that resonated at the Zoo Amphitheater 
in Oklahoma City on Thursday, September 13th. 

I was accompanied by some of my closest senior comrades; 
Jackson Huddleston, Ashley O’Dell, Annie Davenport and Jor-
dan Van Buskirk. Chaperoning our trek was 2012 graduate Eli-
jah Tedder.

The concert was, as always, expected to be a hit until Mother 
Nature threw a curveball. It rained all day that day, and there 
were questions as to whether or not the show would go on. 

However, being the great performers that they are, Train de-
cided it would be silly to let a little rain get in their way. Patrick 
Monahan even got out in the rain to walk through the audience 
multiple times. 

Train’s performance included far more than their newest 
hits. They performed older songs such as “Drops of Jupiter” and 
“Hey, Soul Sister” and even sang remakes of other artist’s songs 
like, Aerosmith’s “Dream On.”

Train tried to get the crowd as involved as possible. For one 
of their newer songs, “Mermaids,” he brought a group of girls 
on stage to back him up; he also brought out a girl to sing the 
lead female part in “Bruises” with him. Monahan also gave a 
few aspiring musicians the chance see what it is like to be on 
stage during one of their songs.

Monahan added humor in between songs and showed some 
of his energetic dance moves. 

Opening for Train were Andy Grammar and Matt Kearney. 
Overall the concert, even though wet and rainy, was an eve-

ning to not be soon forgotten. 

Outdoor concert rocks

A review by 
Emalee Williams

StuCo events
With the chalk art festival 

scheduled for Tuesday, October 
16th, and the upcoming haunted 
house, the student council is rais-
ing money to pay for state con-
vention fees. Competitors of the 
chalk art festival paid an entry 
fee of $7 to participate.

The haunted house it will 
be held on October 27th in the 
domed gym on the high school 
campus.

“Last year’s haunted house 
was a success, but I am hoping 
that this year is even better,” stu-
dent council adviser, Ann Field, 
said. 

  Around
 Campus

 C-C regionals
With a good season so far, 

the Outlaw cross country teams 
hope to continue to do well as 
they head to regional competi-
tion.

Regionals will take place 
at the Lindsay Municipal Golf 
Course on Saturday, October 
13th, with the first race at 10 a.m.

The Lady Outlaws are ex-
pected to do well at regionals but 
have a bigger goal in mind.

“It is the first step to achiev-
ing our ultimate goal, winning 
a state championship,” Lady 
Outlaw coach Mikey Eaves 
said. Competing against the Out-
laws at Lindsay are 15 Class 3A 
teams.

HOMECOMING QUEEN MADISON WALLER AND CROWNING CAPTAIN RYLAN GINGERY



Spirit abounds for Homecoming 2012
Madison Waller crowned queen


