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The MHS express is the student news-
paper of Marlow High School. It is pub-
lished every Thursday during the fall and 
spring semesters, except during holidays.

Viewers can go to www.outlawexpressions.com 
to read about the latest news in Outlaw country. You 
can also access the online publication by download-
ing a QR reader to your smartphone, and scan the 
QR code to the right.

The MHS exPRESS will continue to produce a 
print publication weekly in the Marlow review. It can 
also be viewed on the top tab of the Marlow home 
page. 

Also, be sure to follow us on Twitter at @mhs_ex-
press for updates on school activities. 

Allie Custer
Writer

Lefties everywhere are left to face with one cold, hard fact—that the world has seemed to have forgot-
ten about us.

Blind to what we write, our hands covered in ink, ink covering the paper and pencils not made for us 
brings many left-handed people struggles, pains and woes.

Many common, everyday tools are made for right-handed people. From a simple pair of scissors to 
dangerous tools like the power saw, lefties have been forced to conform to a world fill of righties.

We are definitely in the minority as a mere 10 percent of the Earth’s population is left-handed.
Because of this rarity, many cultures believe that it is unlucky to be a lefty, and that it is a curse from 

God, but could it be a blessing?
Famous artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Wolfgang Mozart, Picasso and Beethoven were all lefties.
Other well-known people who are left-handed are Bill Gates, John F. Kennedy, Neil Armstrong, Mi-

chelangelo and many more.
While we are left to struggle, we have become accustomed to not only using our left hand, which is 

our dominate hand, but to also use our right hand.
Many basketball players, like LeBron James, are actually left-handed but play right-handed because 

that is how they were taught.
We may not be “normal” but maybe that is a good thing.
Our abnormal minds have given the world a new way to look at things.
Whether it is through music, science, art, entertainment or leadership, we have been able to accom-

plish what normal right-handed people can’t do.
Through our struggles we have become stronger.
Lefties Unite!

Standard Oratory
Caitlin Thomas – 1st 
Madison Baker – 3rd 

Humorous Interpretation
Jaret Perkins – 1st

Micah Elroy – 3rd

Domestic Extemp
Faith Leatherman – 1st

Dramatic Duet
Emily Harvill and Melody          
Graham – 2nd

Poetry
Jackson Davis – 2nd

Dramatic Interpretation
Logan Branum – 1st

Humorous Duet
Jared Samples and Kolton 
Rhodes – 3rd

“Looking for Alaska” by John Green is an absolute comedy, thriller, and heart breaker intertwined into one. 
Green has successfully managed to create a great deal of tragedy inside of a heart captivating must read.
 The story, centered around student Miles “Pudge” Halter, starts off with a non-eventful life.
The only part of his life that he finds himself enjoying is an infatuation with famous last words.  Because of his infatuation, Miles sets out 

to fulfill a “Great Perhaps,” which is a turning point in life where one feels more alive than ever before. 
However, as the title suggests, one has to set out on one’s own to look for it.
To fulfill his “Great Perhaps,” Miles attends Culver Creek Boarding school in Alabama.
Miles’ roommate, Chip Martin nicknamed Colonel, introduces him to a friend of his named Takumi along with a beautiful, slim, although 

curvy girl, Alaska. 
The three friends bring Miles into their group and give him the nickname “Pudge” despite the irony of him having a lean figure. 
The three begin an unending adventure full of shenanigans, mischief and pranks.
“Looking for Alaska” is not another cliché guy gets the girl story, but instead has unexpected twists and turns. 

Lefties Left to Struggle

Destiny Nowlin
Writer

High bows and pointed toes 
have been one Marlow senior’s 
main focus since her sopho-
more year.

Abbigale Allen said that, out 
of all of the things that cheer-
leading has taught her, leader-
ship is the most important.

“Although times get tough 
and I want to give up, I know 
that there are other girls looking 
up to me,” Allen said.

Junior Kallie Slate said that Allen is a motivation to her.
“Sometimes you can tell that Abbi gets sad or stressed or angry, 

and I think its amazing to watch her keep a smile on her face be-
cause she doesn’t want to let us down,” Slate said.

The friendships she has acquired through the years are what 
will make Allen’s move to college hard.

“Out of all of the things, I will miss the friendships the most,” 
Allen said. “Even though we get on each other’s nerves, I don’t 
think there is any other group of girls that I could wake up and 
deal with in the morning.”

Allen said that her favorite part of cheering has been the sport-
ing events.

“Not only is it fun, but we even develop friendships with stu-
dents at other schools because we get to see them multiple times 
during the year,” Allen said.

Head cheer coach Kim Davis said that Abbi has evolved into 
the person that she is today.

“Abbi has really stepped up as a leader this year,” Davis said. 
“She was one who followed others on the team to leading and giv-
ing positive feedback to the girls.”

Allen plans to attend East Central University and later move on 
to be an X-Ray technician.

ABBIGALE ALLEN

Shamaegan Holguin
Writer

Led by only three senior and 
two admirable coaches, both the 
boys’ and girls’ Marlow cross 
country teams successfully made 
their journey to state.

“The environment was unfor-
gettable,” said freshman Lucas 
Martinez. 

Martinez said “There were so 
many people but we all kept our 
calm. State was the biggest and 
most exciting meet I have ever 
been too.” 

The leaders of the team are 
seniors Makayla Ortega, Rylee 
Rich, and Kyle Seeley. They 
came out and ‘made their mark’ 
this season, not only on the trails 
but also on their teammates. 

The adventure to achieve state 
had been a goal for the Marlow 
Cross Country teams since the 
beginning of practices, starting 
in mid-June. 

“I’ve learned so much from 
cross country,” said junior Kal-
lie Slate.

“I’ve learned that you can 
push through anything, whether 
it be health problems, pain, or 
yourself. You are your biggest 
competitor, you have to beat 
yourself in this sport and have 
tons of self-motivation, as well 
as commitment,” Slate said.  

Although the Marlow boys’ 
team had a conservative start, 
they were able to steadily pace them-
selves to accomplish the vision of reach-
ing the state meet. 

“I think we all came out together and 
pushed each other to the end.” Martinez 
said.

The practices consisted of challeng-

ing obstacles which built physical en-
durance and strength, but allowed the 
team to grow friendships just as strong. 

“Being a team doesn’t mean that you 

have the same personality, and it sure 
doesn’t mean that you have the same 
ability,” Freshman Kaleb Glover said. 

“Being a team means you stick to-

gether through the hard times 
and play in the good ones; being 
a team means that you have each 
other’s backs, even out of sea-
son. A team is a family.” Glover 
said.

The Marlow Cross Country 
teams had team dinners and fre-
quent movie nights for camara-
derie bonding. 

“Makayla, Rylee, and Kyle 
are three of the most positive and 
uplifting people I know. I have 
been able to learn from their 
example to be encouraging.” 
Freshman Brandon Maldonado 
said. 

“Being able to run this year 
has been an unforgettable experi-
ence. I am definitely disappoint-
ed that this season has ended, 
but am already looking forward 
to next year’s team” sophomore 
Mallory Bearce said. 

Over all this season for the 
Marlow cross country has been 
more than exceptional and had 
outstanding individual placings, 
as well. 

With Rylee Rich leading the 
girls at third, Mallory Bearce at 
25, Makayla Ortega at 35, Mac-
ey Bateman at 36, Hannah Scar-
brough at 37, Alyssa Aguilera at 
40, and Kallie Slate 92. 

Coming across the finish line 
Gavin Banks at 28, Jeremy Heff-
ington at 44, Lucas Martinez 
48, Brandon Maldonado at 53, 
Houston Davis at 60, Kyle See-

ley at 64, and Miles Ellis at 78. 
The girls’ team ended up placing third 

in the state, and the boys’ at seventh.

“Alaska” is a must read 
a review by Shamaegan Hulgin

Student of the Week

A leader from
bow to toe

Marlow Speech
Marietta Placing

Cross Country hangs up their shoes
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