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For the past three and a half 
years, senior James Johnston has 
participated in the Entertainers 
program at Marlow High School.

The experience gained from 
this singing program has brought 
many opportunities to Johnston, 
who now holds the titles of the 
baritone section leader and the 
choir secretary.

Fellow baritone senior Hunter 
Hedrick explained the process in 
which Johnston takes part in as 
section leader.

“As the section leader, James 
takes attendance and makes sure 
that we all have our music,” 
said Hedrick. “He also plays our 
practice tracks during rehearsal 
so that we can work on our mu-
sic.”

When Johnston first joined the 
Entertainers, he was described as 
quiet and shy but throughout his 
time in this musical program, 
senior Skylar Schnedorf has no-
ticed his changes and expressed 

how she feels about his personal 
growth.

“He has always been skilled 
and talented in his voice, a won-
derful singer and a team player, 
but I have seen his leadership and 
confidence grow the most,” said 
Schnedorf. “I am more proud of 
his growth in personal develop-
ment than talent-wise, as he has 
always been super talented.”

Johnston is now known to be 
a positive and outgoing person 
that helps lift and build confi-
dence in the younger members 
involved with Entertainers.

Sarah Pitts, Entertainers di-
rector, has recognized the suc-
cess of Johnston throughout his 
time associated with this organi-
zation.

“James has been a member 
of two ensembles that have re-
ceived “I” ratings at the state 
choral contest,” said Pitts. “He 
not only helped the Entertainers 
do well at state contest but also 
helped achieve our goal of hav-
ing official choir officers.”

With plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma 
(UCO) after graduation, John-
ston intends to use the skills 
learned through his involvement 
with Entertainers in college.

“The skills that I believe will 
help me the most are communi-
cation and the ability to be more 
open,” said Johnston. “I will be 
able to communicate with people 
better and not be as nervous.”

While attending UCO, John-
ston plans to earn his musical 
theatre degree with his positive 
and determined attitude to help 
him along the way.
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This year, Thanksgiving 
weekend’s football tradition will 
meet with an Oklahoma tradition 
that has been carried on for 113 
years: bedlam.

Bedlam, the name given to 
the Oklahoma Sooners vs. Okla-
homa State Cowboys rivalry, 
is the most anticipated football 
game for Oklahomans.

When playing against each 
other, the OU Sooners lead the 
winning record of  88 wins for 
the sooners against the OSU 
Cowboys wins of 18 and 7 ties 
for the teams with the score, giv-
ing them a bragging advantage.

For Oklahomans, bragging 
rights and mutual bonds lie in 
the hands of the outcome of the 
game, and the same applies to 
Marlow High School students, 
such as senior and OU fan Nash 
Farmer.

“Bedlam in my family is just 
a big competition of smack talk,” 

Farmer described. “It gets cha-
otic, but it is usually all fun and 
games.”

Given that the game is around 
Thanksgiving day, it provides 
fans a chance to attend a football 
game or watch from home with 
friends and family.

Marlow High School sopho-
more Kristany Travis explained 
how her family’s Thanksgiving 
plans include the bedlam game.

“I plan to watch the bedlam 
game with friends and family 
after we have a cookout,” said 
Travis. “I get to support my cow-

boys while we watch the game, 
so I think it’s nice to have family 
there.”

With bragging rights going 
both ways, Travis explained the 
rivalry between her family.

“I look forward to the game 
because I get to trash talk to my 
dad and his friends because they 
are sooner fans,” said Travis.

After gathering around the 
table to eat turkey and stuffing 
on Thanksgiving, many Oklaho-
man families will come together 
on Saturday to watch the bedlam 
game.

MHS GIRLS BAKETBALL. The Marlow High School Girls Basketball Team carries its way through the 
5th scrimmage of the season. Against Blanchard, MHS played 6 quarters total. The Outlaws tied with 
Blanchard ending the 3rd quarter at 7-7. They continued triumphantly winning both the 4th and 6th quar-
ter. The Outlaws’ next and final scrimmage before the regular season will be held in Cache on Monday, 
Nov. 25th at 10 a.m.
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During this Thanksgiving 
season, the Marlow High School 
students were asked what they 
are most thankful for.

For many, it is their support-
ive friends and families that fos-
ter gratefulness. 

Students like sophomore Pay-
ton Maddox expressed his grati-
tude towards his loved ones. 

“I am so grateful for the peo-
ple who care and love for me,” 
said Maddox. “I am thankful for 
all the opportunities that I get to 
have in life now.”

For others, it is the encourag-
ing environment the faculty at 
MHS create each year.

Junior Aubrey Topping is 
especially energized by the 
school’s staff and conveyed her 
appreciation. 

“I’m thankful for the teach-
ers at school for teaching me 

the things I need to know to get 
into colleges and such,” Topping 
said. “They have taught me such 
great life lessons for after high 
school and the communication 
skills needed to succeed in my 
future.”

One particular student, senior 
James Shirley, is not only thank-
ful for his teachers but also for 
the activities the school offers.

“I am most thankful for be-
ing able to be on the speech 
team,” Shirley said. “Being able 
to speak in front of others is an 
ability that not many can do, and 
I get the joy of partaking in it.”

In the midst of the holiday 
season, Marlow Public Schools 
will receive a week long Thanks-
giving break that runs from 
Monday, Nov. 25, to Friday, 
Nov. 29, where students can fur-
ther celebrate with their families 
and loved ones. 

Students will return to school 
on Monday, Dec. 2.
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Senior shows range on 
and off stage

Outlaws express 
thankfulness
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Bringing family traditions to 
the seniors of MHS, a Thanks-
giving lunch was served to the 
class of 2020 on Wednesday, 
Nov. 20 by members of the ad-
ministration and cafeteria staff 
members..

MHS offers an open-campus 
lunch, in which most students 
take part in; however, this bene-
fit also leads to the students nev-
er taking the opportunity to sit 
down and enjoy a meal together. 

The senior class had yet to 
gather for lunch throughout their 
high school career, but that soon 
changed with their Thanksgiving 
meal.

Encouraging all 90 seniors 
to attend, the cafeteria offered 
a feast to the students: turkey, 
stuffing, green beans, rolls, 
mashed potatoes and dessert - all the Thanksgiving es-
sentials.

Providing a welcoming environment to the students, 
superintendent George Coffman made sure that no stu-
dent had to miss out on the gathering by paying for each 
student’s meal.

As the students waited in line for their Thanksgiv-
ing meal, administration at MHS followed a tradition 
of standing behind the counters and fixing the seniors’ 
plates.

Brian Brantley, principal of MHS, described what the 
purpose of this event is.

“There are many events held in senior year to bring 

everyone together,” Brantley said. “Senior lunch is one 
of the first things to take place, and we always try to 
make it a special moment.”

Attending the event, senior Billie Harrison expressed 
how the senior lunch had an impact on her.

“Sitting at a table with my closest friends made me 
realize that we don’t have much time left together,” 
said Harrison. “It made me cherish my friendships even 
more.”

With friendships being appreciated, others felt as if 
there was an underlying meaning to Marlow’s tradition.

Moving from Texas to Oklahoma for her senior year, 
Aubrey Hewitt explained how Marlow’s traditions differ 
from her last school.

“I haven’t seen all of the peo-
ple in my class, so I got to see 
them at the lunch,” said Hewitt. 
“I loved hanging out with every-
one. My last school didn’t offer a 
Thanksgiving meal, so Marlow’s 
felt important.”

While seniors partook in a 
Marlow High School Thanksgiv-
ing tradition, it sparked enthusi-
asm for the student’s family holi-
day traditions that were quickly 
approaching.

Using Thanksgiving as a way 
to connect with family, senior 
Sydney Blundell described her 
annual holiday activity.

“My family normally has a 
huge football game where we can 
all play together and have fun,” 
said Blundell. “It’s something we 
do every year, and I always look 
forward to it.”

While some may play fun ac-
tivities together, others partici-

pate in hunting activities, one being senior Luke Davis.
“Me and some other family members go hunting ev-

ery year on Thanksgiving morning,” said Davis. “We al-
ways try to put something we got onto the table.”

Celebrating her friendships, senior Alyssa Courtight 
discussed how she will be celebrating this holiday not 
only with family but also with friends.

“We are going to do a friendsgiving at my house this 
year,” said Courtright. “It’s going to be like every other 
Thanksgiving, except with more people that I love.”

As students hope to carry on their annual traditions, 
MHS will continue their tradition amongst the senior 
class to keep everyone in the holiday spirit.
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Pictured above is MHS seniors enjoying Thanksgiving lunch provided by the schhool cafeteria.

MHS seniors’ Thanksgiving traditions

MHS Bedlam Poll

Students gear up for bedlam



The MHS express is the student newspaper of Marlow High School. It is published every Thursday during the fall and spring 
semesters, except during holidays.

The MHS exPRESS encourages comments from the student body, faculty, and administration in the form of letters to the edi-
tor. All letters must include a name for consideration; however, the name may be withheld upon request. Letters should be sent to 
Room 105 at MHS.

The opinions expressed within the signed editorials are the opinions of the writers; the opinions expressed in unsigned, boxed 
editorials are the opinions of the staff. Neither is necessarily the opinion of the high school administration, staff, or faculty.
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