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Senior Mila Bearce started 
preparing freshman year for her 
dream of becoming cheer captain. 

She has passionately waited 
for her senior year to tumble her 
way into memories she could nev-
er forget. 

Bearce started cheering 12 
years ago at the young age of six. 

“I knew from the beginning 
that I loved performing in front of 
thousands of people,” Bearce said. 

With experience from 17 com-
petitions, and counting, with Ex-
treme Thunder Company, Marlow 
Cheer and NCA Nationals, Bearce 
was able to contribute to the 2015-
2016 cheer squad.

“So far, Mila has been more 
of a leader than any other senior,” 
Alyssa Collinsworth said. 

In addition, freshman Kanei-

sha Taylor said that Bearce acted 
as a mother figure.

“Mila took me in and helped 
me with anything I needed and al-
ways had a warming smile,” Tay-
lor said. 

The cheer team, as a whole, 
dedicated three days each week 
starting in mid-June and continu-
ing until the week of regionals to 
practice for upcoming competi-
tions. 

“As a team we have worked 

together and accomplished so 
much already this year, including 
achieving third place at regionals 
and advancing to state for the first 
time in three years,” Bearce said. 

 Bearce is extremely dedicated 
and involved in cheering, espe-
cially during the season of Outlaw 
Football. 

“Cheer is something that I love 
and am very passionate about. I 
wouldn’t want to spend Friday 
nights any other way than going 
to every game and cheering on 
the team and promoting school 
spirit,” Bearce said. 

Cheering has become second 
nature for Bearce; she has decided 
to cheer for wrestling along with 
basketball this winter season. 

Although Bearce is currently 
undecided on which university 
she will attend in the fall of 2016, 
one thing is certain, she wants to 
continue her cheer career into col-
lege. 
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Marlow High School senior 
Rebecca Whiteman was diag-
nosed with Lupus four years ago 
and has turned her sickness into 
a blessing for others.

Lupus is an incurable disease 
that has affected an estimated 
1.5 million Americans.

Lupus causes the immune 
system to overwork and to attack 
the body causing excruciating 
pain in different parts of the body.

Unlike Chemotherapy, the well-known treatments for cancer, lu-
pus treatments do not usually change the appearance of the victim.

According to Whiteman, Lupus is not as well-known because of 
its sneakiness.

“Lupus is like an unwelcome house guest you never know when 
it is coming, how long it is going to stay or what damage it is going 
to do,” Whiteman said.

Whiteman began to show symptoms for lupus the summer before 
her freshman year. 

This was hard for Whiteman and her family because they could 
not put a face to the monster that was causing her to get really tired 
and get aches all over her body.

It was especially hard for Whiteman’s fourteen year old sister, 
Melinda Whiteman, to sit back and watch.

“Lupus was bullying her,” Melinda said, “If I could have fixed it 
for her, I would have.”

A couple days before her freshman year, Rebecca found the name 
to the monster thanks to Dr. Albert at Mercy hospital in Oklahoma 
City. 

Rebecca has been in remission for 3 years thanks to finding a good 
doctor, good medicine, learning to listen to her body and making 
light to the illness that has restricted her life.

“You can’t take everything so serious or you will stress and never 
get better,” Whiteman said.

Whiteman has been able to win the fight against her lupus and 
wants to help others do the same. 

Whiteman along with her father and mother, Stephen and Donna 
Whiteman, have set up many fundraisers and booths in order to raise 
awareness of this illness.

Whiteman’s mother Donna Whiteman says that Rebecca has 
turned this curse into a blessing by helping others get help.

“We are into helping the foundation and spreading awareness be-
cause of her,” Donna said.

To help lupus victims, Whiteman has formed a Stephens’s county 
lupus support group hoping to give hope, comfort and encourage-
ment to people who are being affected by lupus.

“It gives me the chance to encourage people who have it worse 
than I do, and it gives people a chance to talk about the good and the 
ugly parts of their story,” Whiteman said.

Whiteman hopes by using her story people will know Lupus 
doesn’t have to win.

Whiteman welcomes anyone who has lupus or has a family mem-
ber or friend who has lupus to the support group.

The support group meets the first Monday of every month at 6:00 
p.m. in the Learning Center at Duncan Regional Hospital.
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Losing the first playoff game 
against Jones on Friday night 
caused a whirlpool of emotion 
for the football team as the ef-
fects of the end of the season 
eventually sunk into their dirty 
uniforms.

Senior Braden O’Dell said 
that the part that he will miss 
the most is knowing that he will 
not get to play with all of the 
players ever again.

“It was the last time I’ll ever 
get to put on a Marlow Outlaw 
football uniform,” O’Dell said.

Away from time under the 
Friday night lights, the relation-
ships that were acquired this 
season are making the departure 
hard.

Senior Anthony Green said 
that the people on the team are 
very important to him.

“Everyone on the team and 
the coaching staff have a special 
spot in my heart,” Green said.

Preparation for Friday started in early summer when the boys 
would meet at the field to get a head start on this legendary season.

One Senior recollects on summer practices and how they made 
the team who they are today.

“Getting us all into shape this summer was definitely the hard-
est part,” Chris Franz said. “But, I will miss the brotherhood we 
established.”

Sophomore Austin Ball agreed that practice made them perfect.

“It prepared us for the game,” Ball said. “It paid off.”
Marlow had an especially challenging season due to the ability 

and talent of the teams they played against this season.
Senior Kayd Kelly said that the levels of the teams they had to 

play was the most challenging part.
“Losses hurt bad,” Kelly said. “Our record did not define our 

success.”
Sophomores Zach Bittman and Owen Waxell described the 

hardest part of this season as 
overcoming adversity.

After a rough season, the 
boys put on their helmets Fri-
day night and played their 
hearts out and it showed on and 
off the field.

Senior Easton Huddleston 
says that he hopes to leave a 
legacy.

“I am proud to say that my 
class has made it to playoffs 
all four years of high school,” 
Huddleston said. “We had some 
really hard competition this 
year but we made it.”

The class of 2016 definitely 
made their mark on every indi-
vidual in the stands and on the 
field.

Sophomores said that the 
hardest part of the season end-
ing is losing the seniors.

“It won’t be the same with-
out them next year,” Ethan 
Cooper said.

One sophomore said that the 
boys have made the team more 
like a family.

“I will miss spending time 
with all of my brothers,” Blaise 

Voight said.
Drum major Allie Custer said that the perspective from the 

stands is just as great as it would be from the sidelines.
“They gave me plenty of chances to play the Fight Song,” Custer 

said. I have always enjoyed watching Marlow Outlaw football.”
As the team came together for one last time in a huddle, tears ran 

down fans and players faces while the boys said, “We are Marlow. 
We are Outlaws,” for one last time.

MILA BEARCE

Student of the Week

Tumbling her way to the top

Cory Moore signed for Mid-America Christian University in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She plans on playing third position for 
their softball team next season.

Katlynn Kizarr signed for Cameron University in Lawton, Okla-
homa. She plans on playing for their softball team next season.

       Outlaw Spotlight

Seniors leave legacy on field

Whiteman turns 
lemons into lemonade

REBECCA WHITEMAN
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