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Over a period of two decades, 
many social media platforms 
have caught the eye of the na-
tion.

Within the past year, a new 
platform known as TikTok has 
caught the attention of younger 
generations.

TikTok is a platform that al-
lows the users to create unique 
videos tailored to fit their per-
sonality and personal prefer-
ences.

Consisting of content less 
than one minute long, TikTok 
offers short clips for a user to 
express their creativity to the 
fullest.

Marlow High School senior 
Jayden Absher, a TikTok user 
claimed to be famous due to his 
following of 12.4 thousand, ex-
plained why he enjoys TikTok’s 
differences.

“It’s not like YouTube where 
there’s full-length videos,” Ab-
sher said. “It’s small skits, so it’s 
easier to be creative.”

Due to the creative freedom, 
many parents have become con-
cerned with the content provided 
on TikTok even though the app 
has many safety precautions 
available.

Listed on the TikTok website under the Community Well-Being 
series, users are capable of controlling who Direct Message’s (DM) 
them and can report users for harmful content or actions.

Users also have the potential to privately post a video, meaning 
they would share it only with their followers, or to save the video as 
a “draft,” which will only be visible to the account holder.

Despite public backlash, Stacy O’Neal, mother of sophomore 
Landry O’Neal, expressed that she feels TikTok is another app for 
users to demonstrate their personality.

“I think all social media, including TikTok, has the power to be 
positive and negative,” said O’Neal. “TikTok is different because it’s 
short videos, but it’s still a platform to express viewpoints.”

Although the public responded negatively towards the program, 
TikTok has more than 500 million users worldwide as of 2019, ac-
cording to DataReportal.

Of the 500 million users, approximately 39.6 million of those are 
from the United States.

Having joined the TikTok community, Marlow High School is a 
part of the younger 41%, consisting of 16-21 year olds, of users on 
the app.

After conducting a poll, it was found that 73% of students at MHS 
have an account on the platform.

Adding to the roughly one billion videos that have been publically 
uploaded to the app every day for the past year, discluding the videos 
that are privately saved as “drafts,” 50% of MHS students who are 
actively using TikTok have posted a video to the public.

Taking part in the biggest trends, sophomore Luke Anderson has 
been a user on the app since May 25, 2019.

While finding that 74% of the sophomore class at MHS are users 
on the platform, Anderson has been given the title of TikTok “star,” 
as he has a following of 23 thousand.

Wanting to keep his popular-
ity status, Anderson explained 
the viral craze that surrounds the 
app.

“I think it’s addicting,” said 
Anderson. “When I started get-
ting likes, I wanted to keep get-
ting likes, so I started thinking 
about what videos to do.”

To give credit to Anderson’s 
theory, the nation, as a whole, 
spends around an hour on Tik-
Tok every day, according to Da-
taReportal.

While on a smaller scale, stu-
dents at MHS overpass the na-
tional average by spending ap-
proximately two hours watching 
and recording videos on the app. 

Being exposed to TikTok 
daily through her classes, sopho-
more English teacher Ann Field 
learned of the app’s content at 
the beginning of October. 

Explaining her view on past 
social media platforms, Field 
described TikTok as a trend that 
will be outlived.

“It’s just the latest trend with 
young people,” said Field. “Like 
any trend, it will run its course 
and be replaced with the next 
trend.”

One student who has already 
ran the clock in his TikTok era is 
junior Trent Ray from Norman 

High School in Norman, Oklahoma.
Attending a school with a population of about 2,000, Ray con-

stantly sees the impact TikTok has left on young people. 
Having achieved 54 thousand followers on TikTok, Ray has de-

veloped a diverse opinion, describing the platform as a change in 
student’s daily lives and frivolous popularity.

“Tiktok has created an easier way for dance moves and new songs 
to become popular. It has also changed some people’s taste in life-
style from the way they dress to the way they act,” Ray explained. 
“Being TikTok famous is way overrated. People will recognize you, 
but it doesn’t go further than someone saying that they like my vid-
eos.”

Although many different opinions have formed around the app, 
such as whether it’s high acclaim will prevail or if new trends will 
take place, one fact stands true: TikTok has surged the nation in to-
day’s society.
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With the many choices of 
classes that he could have taken 
part in, senior Sean Young chose 
to join the Red River Technol-
ogy Center’s Welding and Metal 
Fabrication program.

Being a part of the Manu-
facturing Career Cluster, the 
Welding and Metal Fabrication 
program has prepared Young to 
become a part of one of the larg-
est industries in the world.

According to fellow class-
mate Loren McMinn, Young 
has made the most of his skills 
at Red River Technology Center 
over the past year by obtaining 
skills and learning about the job 
opportunities that will follow the 
completion of the program.

“Taking this class has made 
him excited about working,” 
said McMinn.  “It has also made 
him think of the jobs he could 
have and what he will do in the 

future.”
Young began in the classroom 

where he learned welding theory 
and shop and personal safety be-
fore moving into hands-on learn-
ing activities such as patching a 
fence and welding high-pressure 
water pipelines.

Having excelled in these ac-
tivities, Young has gained expe-
rience that makes him ready for 
a career in welding.   

Young’s fellow classmate 
Mason Bentley has worked be-
side Young throughout the pro-
gram, and he is excited to see 
where Young’s experience takes 
him after high school.

“I see Sean being success-
ful in whatever he decides to do 
after high school,” said Bentley.  
“He shows up every day, gets 
stuff done and always has a great 
attitude.”

Considering that welding is 
one career that remains in high 
demand, Young expressed how 
he will use the skills he has 

learned in the welding program 
and his aspirations for after the 
2019-20 school year.

“I will go through my second 
year at the Red River Technol-
ogy Center, and then go into the 
workforce,” said Young.  “Weld-
ing is a career that I plan on tak-
ing for the rest of my life.”

Young will continue to gain 
experience in welding through 
this program and later join a ca-
reer in which he can make use of 
the skills learned at Red River 
Technology Center.

Sean Young
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With hours of practice under 
their belts, junior Hailey Griggs 
and sophomore Landry O’Neal 
traveled to Tecumseh, OK, on 
Saturday, Nov. 2 to participate 
in the 2019-20 OSSBDA Small 
School All-State Band auditions.

The Small School All-State 
Band is an annual event spon-
sored by the Oklahoma Small 
School Band Directors Asso-
ciation (OSSBDA), an organiza-
tion that places an emphasis on 
improving the skill level of stu-
dents derived from smaller com-
munities.

Each year, band students in 
grades 10-12 from schools in 
classes 2A, 3A and 4A are giv-
en the opportunity to engage in 

the honor band that allows the 
students to better themselves 
through competing against their 
peers with similar circumstanc-
es.

This year, two Marlow High 
School students partook in the 
audition process, and both re-
ceived exceptional results.

With outstanding perfor-
mances in each of their audi-
tions, Griggs and O’Neal were 
both named members of the 
2019-20 Small School All-State 
Band.

Receiving seventeenth chair 
out of a total of ninety-nine stu-
dents auditioning on clarinet, 
Griggs spoke about her aspira-
tion for the event and how her 
dedication helped her reach her 
target.

“My goal for Small School 
was to make it,” said Griggs. “I 

probably practiced about twice a 
week for 30 min to an hour start-
ing in September.”

O’Neal received second chair, 
one of three sophomores who 
placed out of a total of ninety-
four high school students audi-
tioning on flute.

O’Neal described her con-
tentment from obtaining her high 
rank - an accomplishment that 
did not come easily and without 
practice.

“It felt like a big wave of 
emotions,” stated O’Neal. “I had 
spent about four hours practicing 
daily, so I was very satisfied with 
the chair I received.”

With the clinic taking place 
in February, Griggs and O’Neal 
will continue to represent the 
Marlow High School Band Pro-
gram and practice in preparation 
for the event.

Bill Scott speaks at Marlow High School’s annual Veteran’s Day assembly held on Nov. 11.  Allison Rylant, 
an air force veteran and the founder of a Nonprofit Organization called Flags for the Fallen, also spoke 
at this celebration. Both Scott and Rylant expressed their experiences in the armed forces and how it 
affected their lives and the lives of others. 
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 Fall senior night has been a 
tradition each year at Marlow 
High and is one of the most sen-
timental moments for friends 
and family to recognize mem-
bers of football, cross country, 
band, cheer and bootleggers for 
their hard work and achieve-
ments within their activities.

Parents and their high school 
senior lined up on Friday, Nov. 
8 on the sidelines of the Marlow 
Football Stadium waiting for 
their moment to walk on the 
field and experience a minute in 
the spotlight as their names were 
called out.

For many seniors, it was a 
chance to reflect on their four 
years in high school and to ex-
press what has been the most 
near and dear to one’s heart.

Being a member of the foot-
ball team for three years, senior 
Brock Freeman explained how 
the sport has given him strengths 
with ambition that will help him 
excel in his future.

“I hope to take away values 
and ethics that I will use for the 
rest of my life, like hard work 
and self-discipline,” said Free-
man. “I would describe my se-
nior year as hectic and exciting, 
but it has given me a lot of prepa-
ration for the future.”

Beginning her activity before 
high school, vseven year band 
member senior Melinda White-
man described how what she 
hopes to keep from being in the 
Pride of Outlaw Country band.

“I hope to take away all the 
memories from high school and 
band, and I hope to always re-
tain the friendships I have made 
throughout the years,” said 
Whiteman. “My senior year has 

been great; however, it is begin-
ning to get crazy and busy. I can 
feel graduation creeping around 
the corner.”

While students like Whiteman 
are making music, cheerleaders 
and bootleggers are dancing to it 
together on the sidelines.

Senior bootlegger Lindley 
Newberry expressed how she 
has enjoyed her senior year and 
squad the most out of her four 
year duration at the high school.

“This year’s team has been 
the best,” said Newberry. “This 
being the best year yet, it’s full of 
fun, wok, and a million memo-
ries.”

As seniors were spotlighted 
for their future career and col-
lege choices, Marlow will con-
tinue to strengthen skills and 
build relationships among stu-
dents to help better prepare them 
for their future.
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