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StuCo attends
convention

The past weekend thirteen 
Marlow High School student 
council members traveled 
to Pryor, Oklahoma, for the 
72nd annual Oklahoma As-
sociation of Student Councils 
State Convention. 

”Our delegates were 
challenged to step up in our 
school to become stronger 
more influential leaders,” ad-
viser Ann Field said. 

The theme was “Where 
Reel Leaders Are Made.” In 
keeping with the film motif, 
the convention starred stu-
dents from all over Oklaho-
ma, multiple keynote speak-
ers, and some of the most 
highly recognized student 
council advisers in the na-
tion.

As the stars of the show, 
the delegates had lessons in 
character development, act-
ing with a purpose, and di-
recting to the best of their 
ability. 

The red carpet was rolled 
out for events such as the stu-
dent mixer and the traditional 
formal dance. 

“We had a great time and 
learned a lot. It was definitely 
sad knowing that, as seniors, 
it was our last OASC event,” 
Jackson Huddleston said. 

 Around
 Campus

State is ahead 
for dancers

The 2011 State Champion 
2A, 3A, 4A pom champi-
ons are working hard in the 
preparation for this year’s 
dance competition, which 
will be held on December 8th 
at Oklahoma City University.

 The Bootleggers will be 
competing in two categories 
this year.

“We hope to beat the cur-
rent state champion, Chan-
dler High School, in the Mix 
Category,” dance coach, Lisa 
Branum, said.

Branum and the squad 
leaders are in charge of cho-
reographing the dances and 
teaching them to the team. 

With the cost of the uni-
forms ranging from $550- 
$1,000, the Bootleggers sold 
sports calendars and had car 
washes to pay for them. Also, 
they hosted little girls clinics 
to help with the cost. 

In addition to seeking the 
Mix Category title, the girls 
hope to defend their 2011 
2A, 3A, 4A Pom Title.

FLC serving 
community

Members of the Foreign 
Language Club has plans for  
community service projects 
for the upcoming holidays. 

The FLC will have fund-
raiser to help support their 
club from 5 p.m. to close on 
Wednesday, November 7th, at 
Cherry Berry in Duncan.

The group will get a per-
centage of the profit. 

“Bring all your friends 
and family,” adviser, Charla 
Jordan, said.

The club members will 
also be collecting children’s 
gifts for Christmas. 

The gifts that are collected 
will be given to the Depart-
ment of Human Services 
(DHS) for children who have 
been placed with DHS. 

Non perishable items will 
be collected to help support 
the Marlow Food Bank.

Marlow schools receive grade of B
Administrators question scoring system

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT. Although a B is considered better than average, Marlow school officials have already begun looking for ways 
to ensure improvement. High school principal, Bryan Brantley, and guidance counselor, Brenda Parker, look over the report issued by the 
State Department of Education.
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By Tori Hack
MHS exPRESS writer

Recently, Oklahoma schools 
received their scores from the 
State Board of Education in the 
form of an A-F score on student 
achievement. All three Marlow 
campuses, elementary, middle, 
and high school, received a B.

Although a B is arguably 
not a bad score, the high school 
principal, Bryan Brantley, said 
that the A-F grading system is 
in no way an accurate system 
of assessing a school's perfor-
mance.

"The validity of this report 
card must be called into ques-
tion because the test results of 
the bottom 25% of students 
carry a weight that is several 
times heavier than those of the 
top 25% of a school's students," 
Brantley said.

"I feel that Marlow Public 
Schools would consistently 
score well if the grading system 
were an accurate reflection of 
what goes on in the real world 
of education," Brantley added.

This means that with the cur-
rent grading system the score’s 
of the school's lowest perform-
ing students count against the 
school much more than the 
highest performing students 
count in a school's favor.

The A-F grading system re-
placed the Academic Perfor-
mance Index, or API, and the 
Adequate Yearly Progress, or 
AYP. Under this system, schools 
received scores on a 1500-point 
scale.

Brantley said the old system 
was confusing and difficult to 
relate to an actual score.

Unfortunately the A-F sys-
tem is no easier to understand 
than the API and AYP systems. 
The State Department of Educa-
tion published a 32-page Report 
Card Guide so that administra-
tors and stakeholders can under-
stand the accountability system.

The report card is composed 
of four areas: Student Achieve-

ment (End—of—Instruction test 
scores) worth 33% of the total 
score; Overall Student Growth 
(all students raising test scores) 
worth 17%; Bottom Quartile 
Student Growth (bottom 25% 
of students raising test scores) 
worth 17%; Whole School Per-
formance (graduation rate, ACT 

participation and performance, 
AP participation and perfor-
mance, etc.) worth 33%.

For a school to be scored in 
an area of the EOI, 30 students 
must take an End—of—Instruc-
tion test (EOI). This can work in 
a smaller school's favor as they 
may not have enough students 
enrolled for the scores to count 
toward their overall score and 
are, therefore, not held account-

able for those subject areas.
Marlow High School has a 

large enough enrollment that all 
of the EOI scores are counted 
and reported. 

Advanced Placement scores 
are another area of the report 
card that has been met with dis-
agreement. This category of the 

report requires an AP participa-
tion of 75% of eligible students 
to earn an "A."

"If AP classes are truly be-
ing taught at the expected level 
of rigor, then only our top stu-
dents should be successful in 
those programs, not 75% of all 
eligible students," Brantley said.

Brantley feels that the sys-
tem would also be improved 
by including student success 

after graduation because many 
Marlow High School graduates 
are highly successful in a vari-
ety of careers on a national and 
global scale.

Marlow Public Schools is 
already working to make im-
provements. The schools are in 
the process of curriculum align-

ment geared toward the new 
Common Core State Standards 
and have hired a curriculum 
development company called 
EDIT to help us align the curric-
ulum vertically and horizontally 
to meet new standards.

Each of Marlow’s teachers 
that instruct a Core subject are 
being highly trained in order 
to better prepare students for 
the curriculum changes that 

are coming. The school is also 
utilizing its REACH3 coaches 
from the State Department of 
Education and providing stu-
dents who have not mastered 
EOI content with remediation. 
Marlow plans to address the 
bottom 25% of students since 
those are the ones whose scores 

hold such an inordinate amount 
of weight. 

"Competitive people respond 
to a challenge. Our administra-
tion, faculty and students take 
great pride in our school's per-
formance. Although a "B" is a 
good score for our high school, 
I think we will respond to this 
report card in a way that results 
in even better scores in the fu-
ture," Brantley said.
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COLTON MEEK

By Sarah Ivory
MHS exPRESS writer

Colton Meek has set lofty 
goals for himself and is literally 
flying high to reach them. Meek 
is a mere two weeks away from 
graduating from a solo to a pri-
vate airplane pilot’s license.

Meek began taking pilot les-
sons in Duncan at the young age 
of 14 even though, ironically, he 
said is actually has a fear of high 
places. 

“I hate heights, but when I’m 
in the air, I feel great,” Meek 
said.

Recently, Meek purchased 
a 1969 model Piper Cherokee, 
which he keeps in the hanger at a 
Chickasha airport.

“As hard as it is to believe, 
owning my own plane is much 
cheaper in the long run,” Meek 
said. “It costs $130 a day to rent 
a plane for lessons,” Meek add-
ed.

Although he has saved money 
by having his own plane, the cost 
of operating it adds up. Aviation 
gas is around $5.75 per gallon. 
Colton said his plane can travel 
approximately can travel ap-
proximately 500 miles between 
fill-ups.

The ambitious Marlow senior 
said learning to fly has been dif-
ficult but well worth the effort.

“It takes a lot of math and 
thinking, but I love the freedom 
of flying,” Meek said.

In anticipation of getting his 
pilot’s license, Meek has already 
made plans for his first journey 
with a passenger.

“My first trip will be taking 
my dad to Marble Falls, Texas, 
so we can play golf at my favor-
ite course.” 

Meek does not plan on pursu-
ing a career in flying commercial 
airlines but is anxious about us-
ing his license to his advantage.

“I would love to be able to 
fly back and forth between home 
and Edmond next year once I’m 
up in college,” Meek said.

Along with his plans of flight, 
this week’s Lions Club Student 
of the Week plans to study pre-
law at the University of Central 
Oklahoma in Edmond next year.

Colton is the son of Mark and 
Andrea Meek of Marlow.

Colton Meek content
flying friendly skies

HERO POWER. Students in Sharon Bullard’s English Composition, AP English Literature and Journalism 
classes traveled to Paul’s Valley last Thursday to tour the Action Figure Museum. Pictured (l-r) are Jordan 
Van Buskirk, Sam Kimbrough, Kolton Jones and Katie Sheehan.
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Students re-live childhood at museum

HERO WORSHIP. Twenty-four 
students from Sharon Bullard’s 
writing classes traveled to Pauls 
Valley last week to tour the Ac-
tion Figure Museum. When they 
returned to class, they wrote de-
scriptive essays about the expe-
rience and about some of their 
heroes. Also sccompanying the 
group was high school guidance 
counselor, Brenda Parker. Cura-
tor Kevin Stark (left) , who has 
designed numerous toys  such 
as Ninja Turtle accessories and  
Simpsons figures, gave students 
a tour and discussed the history 
of the museum.

Heroes and Barbies spark favorite memories
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