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Lunch and drag fill forty-minute break
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Because every human be-
ing needs to eat in order to live, 
lunch time is an important as-
pect of high school student life.

“I think lunch is the most 
social part of the day,” junior 
Hunter Scalf said. “I always go 
with my friends to have a good 
time, and we always do the 
drag.”

“The drag” is a student re-
sponse to the high school’s 
rule that you can not sit in your 
parked car in the high school 
parking lot. Students drive 
around the high school block 
until the bell rings to signal it is 
time for class. 

Although many people par-
ticipate in this time-honored 
ritual, some people choose not 
to for various reasons.

“I am a loser and don’t do the 
drag,” senior Christina Jaramil-
lo said. “My parents pay for my 
gas, but I think it is right for me 
to save their money.”

Senior Taylor Morrow said 
she also does not do the drag 
because “staying at home until 
it is time for the bell” is more 
appealing to her.

While “the drag” is an im-
portant part of the social aspect, 
local restaurants are the main 
place for social interaction dur-
ing lunch.

Taco Mayo, Sonic and The 
Great Wall were the three most 

talked about restaurants in a 
survey given to Marlow High 
School students.

Of the 75 students surveyed, 
15 said they like Taco Mayo the 
most, 14 said they prefer Sonic 
and 13 said they like Great Wall 
because it is quick. Among 
other top favorite eateries were 
Chicken Express, Gina’s, Pizza 
Hut and Love’s.

Some students expressed 
their appreciation for simply be-
ing able go home to eat.

“I really like going home to 
eat lunch because then I can 
have any kind of food I want the 
way I want it prepared for free,” 
junior Codee Davis said. “It is 
just really convenient for me.”

Of those surveyed, 18 said 
they preferred eating at home 
because it is cheaper than eating 
out and, they get to spend time 
with friends and family.

Another important factor of 
lunch is the cost, which varies 
depending on the food item and 
restaurant students choose. 

Some said they like eating in 
the high school cafeteria, which 
costs $1.50, because not only 
is it economical, it provides 
students a place to socialize as 
well.

“Staying in the cafeteria 
is my favorite thing to do for 
lunch,” freshman Ashlyn Slate 
said. “It is where all my friends 
hang out, and the food is actu-
ally very good.”

On average, students spend 
$5.30 for lunch every day. That 

average reflects those who eat at 
home for free as well as those 
spending as much as $12 per 
day.

Most surveys said that Taco 
Mayo is the cheapest restaurant 

to eat at because of their $3 bur-
ritos, while most surveys also 
said that Sonic is the most ex-
pensive restaurant because of 
the price of the full meals. This, 
however, can be reversed, de-

pending on the menu item that is 
chosen. Sonic has an affordable 
dollar menu that includes many 
a la carte items. Taco Mayo has 
more expensive menu items as 
well.

Although Marlow is a small 
town, it is apparent that there is 
a wide variety of choices that 
students can make to fill their 
stomachs as well as the forty al-
lotted minutes for lunch time.

By Codi Young 
MHS exPRESS writer

Most of the time being “sub-
par” in life is not necessarily a 
good thing. However, for this 
week’s Student of the Week 
Sean Hazel, it is one of his big-
gest goals. 

Hazel has been a member 
of the Outlaw golf team for 
four years. Hazel, who makes 
shooting below par scores his 
mission, has had much success 
in his high school golf career, 
and hopes for nothing less this 
season.

 Hazel’s average score is a 
71. However, the best score he 
has achieved is a 68. 

He plays at least once a 
week during the off season and 
six or seven days a week during 
golf season. 

“This season I want to win 

at least two regular season 
tournaments as well as try to 
win state,” Hazel said. “I would 
also really like for my team to 

Ardmore.
“Dornick Hills is my fa-

vorite course because it is the 
best taken care of course, and 
I really like the challenge,” 
Hazel said.

Sean’s love of the game 
started in the seventh grade. 
A friend of his talked him into 
joining the golf team. 

According to Hazel, he was 
terrible the first tournament he 
ever played in. 

“I was happy whenever I 
hit a solid shot even though I 
ended up shooting a 135,” Ha-
zel said.

Sean’s golf skills have 
greatly improved since his 
first tournament six years ago, 
and continue to improve.

Sean is the son of Kathy 
and Dan Hazel. His twin sister 
Alexis Hazel, is also a senior 
at MHS.

SEAN HAZEL

POPULAR HANGOUT. Brenda Champ, general manager at Sonic, serves lunch to junior Hunter Scalf. Sonic is among sev-
eral favorite places to eat in Marlow.

place at the state tournament.”
Last year, Sean won three 

tournaments along with plac-
ing second at regionals. 

Placing at regional’s quali-
fied him for state, which was 
played at his favorite course, 
Dornick Hills Country Club in 
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Watch out in the halls at 
Marlow High School! This 
week’s Student of the Week, 
Blaine Talmadge, scoots 
through the hallways at blazing 
speed after breaking his leg dur-
ing football practice.

Blaine is a man of varied 
interests. He enjoys everything 
from sports to academics.

Talmadge is a six-year mem-
ber of the Marlow Outlaw foot-
ball team but has been out for 
most of his senior season due to 
his injury.

Head football coach, Rob 
Renshaw, said Blaine has not let 
the injury affect his attitude.

“He’s a man of few words, 
but he is a good kid,” Renshaw 
said.

This will be Blaine’s first 

year on the high school’s golf 
team.

“I want to try it because I have 
never done it before,” Talmadge 
said. 

Talmadge is a one-year mem-

BLAINE TALMADGE

ber of the Marlow bowling team.
The active senior also enjoys 

activities outside of school sports. 
He has his scuba diving license 
and has been diving since 2006.

“It is like a brand new world 
under there,” Talmadge said. “I 

really enjoy it even though the 
fish bite me.”

Talmadge likes to hunt deer 
saying he loves the thrill and be-
ing outdoors and he also enjoys 
swimming and playing the guitar.

Blaine is an accomplished stu-
dent and is a member of the Okla-
homa Honor Society and has re-
ceived the Outstanding Geometry 
Student Award and Outstanding 
Chemistry I Student Award.

Talmadge plans on attending 
the University of Oklahoma and 
has chosen chemical engineering 
as his major.

Talmadge has one sister, soph-
omore Bailey Talmadge.

“It’s nice having a big broth-
er in high school,” Bailey said, 
“He’s really helpful even though 
he tattles on me sometimes.”

Blaine is the son of Brett Tal-
madge and Billie Stewart Tal-
madge.

Lions Club honors two Marlow seniors

By Emalee Williams 
MHS exPRESS writer

Marlow High School was 
graced last year by paranormal 
book writer Gena Showalter, 
who spoke to students about her 
craft.

 Now, the bestselling author 
has included MHS in the dedi-
cation of her new book Alice in 
Zombieland.

Showalter is a relative of for-
mer Marlow teacher Leigh Hel-
dermon. High school librarian, 
Cathy Hazel, invited her to speak.

“Although it was my idea to 
have a writer come and speak, 
Mrs. Heldermon was the one that 
did most of the planning.”

“The students were extreme-
ly interested in listening to the 
young author speak,” Hazel said. 

“Little did they know she was 
very nervous and out of her com-
fort zone.”

After Showalter finished 
speaking, the students were sent 
back to class with the exception 
of a few who wished to speak to 
her one on one.

Those students stayed and 
talked with her for a bit longer, 
and she then had them write 
down their names. The author 
promised she would put the stu-
dents and faculty in her dedica-
tion in her upcoming book. 

“I believed she might mention 
the school’s name or something 
vague like that, but it was so 
awesome to get to see my actual 
name in a published book,” Alli-
son Collins said.

In the midst of her dedication 
to some of her dearest friends and 

family Showalter wrote:
“Next I want to thank the stu-

dents of Marlow High School in 
Oklahoma for having me over 
and Leigh Heldermon, Kye, 
Joyce and Emmet Harrison, Son-
ny Harrison, Vicki Tolbert, Mike 
Tolbert and Cathy Hazel for set-
ting everything up. 

“I also want to thank Jayson 
Brown, Justyn Brown, Autumn 
Jackson, Cassandra Howard, Al-
lison Collins, and Austin Tinney 
for staying after and chatting 
with me. I had a blast!”

Showalter also sent the school 
a signed copy reading: 

“Dear Marlow High, I’ll never 
forget my visit and your support! 
Gena.”

Undoubtedly, MHS students 
will remember Ms. Showalter as 
well.

Bestselling author includes
MHS students in dedication

FAME. Several current and former Marlow High School students were recognized in the ded-
ication of a newly published book Alice in Zombieland. The author, Gena Showalter, spoke to 
a group of students last school year about techniques she uses in her writing. Sophomores 
Justyn and Jayson Brown, librarian Cathy Hazel and senior Allison Collins were all named 
in the dedication. Also included were 2011 MHS graduates Autumn Jackson, Cassandra 
Howard and Austin Tinney. Showalter also donated an autographed copy of her book to the 
library.
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