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Fighting fires and saving 
lives is one of the many duties 
that Marlow High School senior 
Blaine Richardson will take on af-
ter graduation.

Richardson said he decided to 
be a fire-fighter because he does 
not like the idea of working in an 
office and prefers the outdoors.

“I want to work outside, so I 
decided I should make it worth-
while by giving back to the com-
munity,” Richardson said.

This summer Richardson plans 
on volunteering at the Marlow Fire 
Department to prepare for the fire-
fighter academy.

“I won’t get to go into burning 
buildings until I have more experi-
ence,” Richardson said.

Marlow High School computer 
and financial literacy teacher, Jeff 

Prater volunteers for the Marlow 
fire-department. He is very excited 
to work alongside Richardson this 
summer, and he is proud of Rich-
ardson for choosing to take this 
career path.

“Blaine’s dad was a fire-fight-
er at Marlow and was the one 
that inspired me to volunteer. He 
taught me what I know about fire-
fighting.” Prater said. “I have been 
volunteering now for 25 years, so 
I think it is special that Blaine will 
be volunteering while I am still on. 
I can now be his mentor.”

After volunteering and get-
ting some experience, Richardson 
plans on attending the fire-fighter 
academy for seven months where 
he will be working to become an 
advanced fire-fighter in the Okla-
homa City area.

Richardson says once he moves 
he will miss Marlow but plans to 
maybe one day return to the small 

town.
“I will miss my family,” Rich-

ardson said. “I do plan on eventu-
ally returning to Marlow because 
I do want to have a family here.”

Junior Kirsten Elroy says Rich-
ardson will make a good fire-fight-
er because of his personality.

“He wants to do it because he 
cares about people,” Kirsten said.

Richardson looks forward to 
starting his journey by challenging 
himself and by doing something 
that he will love.
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Extending a helping hand to 
those often forgotten, senior Kay-
lee Brooks strives for kindness.

Brooks definitely has a soft 
spot in her heart for those with dis-
abilities. She does not recall a time 
in which she has not wanted to 
reach out to those with disabilities.

Brooks knew early on that she 
would want to pursue a career in-
volving such people and quickly 
sought out a path to take.

Marlow High School special 
education teacher Kim Davis 
agreed to let Brooks come and 
help with her classes on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during first period. 
Brooks has already made a strong 
bond with the students in the class.

“I’ve grown so close to the stu-
dents in there, and I love them so 
much,” Brooks said.

Brooks believes that this has 
been a great opportunity for her as 
she has seen these students make 

good progression throughout the 
year, and it truly warms her heart.

She truly feels that these stu-
dents bring her immense joy.

Brooks was first introduced 
into the field of helping the dis-
abled by her father, Greg Brooks. 
In college, he helped adults with 
down syndrome to do daily chores 
such as laundry.

Together with her dad and spe-
cial education students, Bryson 
Branum and Zach Anderson, 
Brooks has decided to major in 
special education at Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University.

Along with her love of helping 
those with disabilities, Brooks has 
a strong love for music.

She recently traveled to New 
York to perform at Carnegie Hall 
with an honor choir from around 
the world. Brooks is also the top 
soprano in the state.

Vocal teacher Brent Logan is 
very proud of all that Brooks has 
accomplished.

“Kaylee Brooks is an excep-
tional singer with an exceptional 

voice which has matured in the 
last three years,” Logan said. “It’s 
been an absolute pleasure and joy 
to work with her, and she will be 
missed.”

Brooks is also known for her 
bubbly personality and is admired 
by fellow classmate, senior Dean 
Howard.

“She is an upbeat, hard worker 
who puts a lot of practice hours 
into her music,” Howard said.

Brooks is headed off into a 
bright future full of joy in helping 
all those in need and enchanting 
them with her voice along the way.

Tradition sparks future

Senior puts others first

Marlow High School seniors had CPR training on February 23. The main instructor (left) is Jeff Prater 
instructing student on chest compressions.

Meeting: concurrent enrollment
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The Pride of Outlaw 
country, the Marlow 

High School band, will be 
spending time with countless 
Disney characters over spring 
break.

Under the direction of Bil-
ly Daniel, the Marlow High 
School band was selected from 
several bands across the na-
tion to perform at Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida.

The band will be perform-
ing on the Water Front Stage 
at Down Town Disney and 
will be performing a variety 
of songs including Selections 
from Mary Poppins, Jungle 
Dance, Hymnsong Varients, 
Comet Ride, and Afterburn.

Freshman Josh Gibbs is 
proud of the songs chosen for 
this performance.

“I think we are going to per-
form very well. The music fits 
our skill level, and we will be 
able to execute it excellently,” 
Gibbs said.

This once in a lifetime ex-
perience for the students in the 
MHS band will be happening 
from March 10th to March 15th.

Not only have these students 
been given the opportunity to 
perform at Walt Disney World 
but also will be experiencing 

many other exciting adventures 
along the way. The band will be 
going to three different Disney 
parks: Magic Kingdom, Ani-

mal Kingdom and Hollywood 
Studios.

The band will also spend a 
day at Universal Studios and 

Cocoa Beach to have some 
well-deserved free time while 
they are not busy performing.

For a few seniors this will 

not be their first time to per-
form at Walt Disney World 
with the high school band. 
Four years ago when the band 

was given this opportunity, the 
eighth grade band members 
were a part of the outstanding 
experience. 

Senior Rebecca Whiteman 
is one of the lucky few who 
will get to see Mickey Mouse 
again.

“I am excited to go again,” 
Whiteman said. “I really like 
how we are doing a few of the 
same songs we did four years 
ago because it’s like I am reliv-
ing the wonderful experience.”

After ten months of fi-
nancially preparing and four 
months of musically preparing 
for this honorable performance 
and trip, drum major Allie 
Custer is beyond ready to em-
bark on this experience.

“We have worked so hard 
and for so long to be ready for 
Disney World,” Custer said. 
“Now it is right around the cor-
ner!”

Daniel is excited for the trip 
and proud of his students for 
being given this opportunity 
again. 

“I want to give the students 
a memorable once in a lifetime 
trip performing at a great ven-
ue,”  Daniel said. 

Each of the 51 band mem-
bers participating in this event 
is elated to make lifelong mem-
ories and beautiful music over 
spring break at the most magi-
cal place on Earth, Walt Disney 
World.

Marlow High School band practicing for their performance at Disney World.

Marlow band to visit Disney World
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On February 29, 2016, the Cameron University campus in Duncan will be holding an informal 
meeting regarding concurrent enrollment which is available to all high school sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors.

Light refreshments will be provided upon entry and door prizes will be awarded.
Students are recommended to RSVP before attending by calling 877-282-3626.
More information can also be obtained by visiting cameron.edu/duncan.
The meeting will begin at 6 pm.
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