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Love is in the air amongst 
the faculty and staff at Marlow 
Public Schools as Valentine’s 
Day approaches. 

Most, but not all teacher-
couples have plans for Valen-
tine’s Day. Dinner and a movie 
were the most popular date 
night activities.

Karin and Bryan Brantley 
will have a family dinner and 
will attend church the night 
before Valentine’s Day to cel-
ebrate. 

Bryan and Tammy Miller 
usually spend their holiday 
relaxing and eating a meal to-
gether. 

“Bryan and I usually spend 
time together at home.” Tam-
my said. “He usually fixes me 
a special dinner.” 

The Gages don’t have any 
plans for this year’s Valentine’s 
Day. 

“We aren’t big on eating out. 
The lines are too long!” Heath-
er Gage said. “I will probably 
cook dinner and make my boys 
their favorite Rice Krispy Treats.” 

Jeremy Gage jokingly said, “I am a spontaneous guy, so I 
don’t make plans. Valentine’s Day plans are for weak, undesirable 
men.” 

Even though dates are a favorite amongst the couples, most do 
not have specific yearly traditions. 

Nick and Kris Scalf, married for almost 25 years, don’t have 
any traditions but plan on going out to dinner this year.

“Nick says he doesn’t like that there’s supposed to be a certain 
day to show me he loves me,” Kris said. “He’d rather surprise me 
on a day I’m not expecting it.”

Binki Talley and Randy Talley don’t have traditions as well, 
but Binki explains that every day is like Valentine’s Day for her.

“We don’t have traditions because he treats me special every 
day,” Binki said, “Every day with Mr. Talley is Valentine’s Day 
for me.” 

Mark and Sherri Young dif-
fer from most of the couples 
and have had a long-standing 
tradition. 

“Every year Mark makes me 
a card that tells me the reasons 
he loves me or about some-
thing special that’s happened,” 
Sherri said. 

Valentine’s Day plans and 
traditions are what make the 
couples differ, but all of them 
have one thing in common: 
Love. 

The Talley’s have been mar-
ried and celebrated Valentine’s 
Day together for a wonderful 
15 years.

“Fifteen of the best years 
of my life!” Binki Talley said, 
“He is the first person I want to 
see in the morning and the last 
person I want to talk with each 
night. He is my best friend, and 
I couldn’t imagine life without 
him.” 

Mark Young said that he has 
many favorite qualities about 
his wife, Sherri, of twenty-six 
years. 

“She is funny, caring, com-
passionate, a wonderful mother, 

beautiful and she puts up with me!” Young said. 
George Coffman said that the long lasting love between him 

and his wife Valerie, of thirty-two years, is unconditional. 
“My favorite quality is that she loves me even on the good and 

bad days,” Coffman said. 
Though many may celebrate Valentine’s Day as the day of love, 

it’s plain to see that these teachers keep the love going year round. 

Senior Riley Julian has signed with Southwestern Oklahoma State University in Weatherford. He will be 
joining the football program. “I’m really happy that I signed with SWOSU because I like the coaching staff 
and love the town,” Julian said. “I am really excited to be fulfilling my dream of playing college football.”
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One senior at Marlow High 
School had been diversifying 
his time with many extra-cur-
ricular activities. 

Easton Huddleston has 
been involved in many groups 
throughout his life. 

Huddleston started playing 
golf in the eighth grade for the 
school.

Since Huddleston was a 
freshman he has been a state 
qualifier in golf every year.

Huddleston’s mom, Tam-
ra Huddleston, has enjoyed 
watching her son grow in this 
sport.

“He has been very success-
ful in golf, and he also enjoys 
the game,” Huddleston said.  

Huddleston found his love 
for the game playing with his 
grandpa, cousins and brothers.

Although golf has been a big 
part of his life, Huddleston also 
enjoys basketball.

“Basketball is my favorite 
sport to play,” Huddleston said. 
“I have enjoyed my time play-
ing with Braden O’Dell. We 
have been friends forever, and 
it means a lot to have memories 
with him.”

Huddleston found the love 
for basketball at a very young 
age and has been playing ever 

since.
“I played a lot sophomore 

year, my junior and senior year 
I have been hurt. I hurt my hips 
snowboarding, and it has lim-
ited my playing time,” Hud-
dleston said.

Even through the recovery 
Huddleston has still tried to en-
joy his favorite sports. 

Another sport that Hud-
dleston is involved in is foot-
ball. 

Huddleston has been play-
ing football since the third 
grade.

“I have enjoyed playing 
football with my little brother, 
Dawson. The time we spend 
playing together means a lot,” 
Huddleston said.

Although Huddleston has 

been very active in his sports, 
he has also been active in stu-
dent council, his church youth 
group and the Bio Med pro-
gram at Red River Technology 
Center. 

“Student Council has made 
me outgoing and has improved 
my talking skills. I have made 
a lot of memories at Basic and 
StuCo state was also a lot of 
fun,” Huddleston said. 

Huddleston is also taking his 
Bio Med experience to college 
at the University of Central 
Oklahoma to major in nursing. 

Then, he plans to return to 
school a few years down the 
road to extend his schooling to 
become a Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist.
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Singing her way through an enchanted adven-
ture, junior Melissa Valencia is ready to eagerly 
tackle her role in the upcoming Duncan Little 
Theatre performance of “Beauty and the Beast”.

Every year, the Duncan Little Theatre puts on 
a production at the Simmons Center. Past per-
formances include: “Sound of music”, “Music 
Man”, “Fiddler on the Roof”, and many others.

This rendition of “Beauty and the Beast” is the 
Disney version, and also includes extra scenes 
and more detail than the movie. Altogether the 
musical will be about three hours in length and 
includes an intermission.

This is Valencia’s first time to work in com-
munity theatre, and she says she is very excited 
to show off what the cast has put together.

“I absolutely love getting to be a part of one 
of my favorite fairy tales as well as getting to 
work with such an extraordinary cast,” Valencia 
said. “Everyone is very devoted to their roles so 
it is an interesting experience to be a part of.”

In the musical, Valencia is the flirty feather 
duster, Babette, who is the love interest for the 
candelabra, Lumière. She is also the understudy 
for the main role, Belle.

Marlow High School vocal director, Brent Lo-
gan, says it makes him proud to see his students 
go beyond his classroom and try new things.

“I am very excited to see her branch out as she 
takes on this role and to see the product,” Logan 
said. “She is going to make Marlow proud.”

The musical’s first performance will be on 
Friday, February 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the Simmons 

Center Theatre, and Marlow High School senior 
and fellow Entertainer Rebecca Whiteman says 
she can’t wait to see Valencia’s performance.

“I am eager to see Melissa’s hard work in ac-
tion,” Whiteman said. “She always works really 
hard to make our choir great, so I am excited to 
see her put her energy into this musical.”

The musical will also be held February 20, 
26, and the 27 at 7:30 p.m. as well. The matinee 
will also be on Sunday, February 21 at 2:00 p.m.

Tickets are on sale now, and can be bought 
online at duncanlittletheatre.com.

The cost is $20 for adults and $15 for stu-
dents, military personnel, and senior citizens 
(65 or older). There is also a discount of $1 for 
groups of 10 or larger.

People are invited to come on an enchanted 
and one of a kind adventure and see one of Mar-
low’s own in the production of “Beauty and the 
Beast”.
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