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With the streets as their can-
vas, the Marlow High School 
Art department has been busy 
providing the community with 
one-of-a-kind murals.

On campus and off, the stu-
dents have been acknowledged 
for their expertise in better-
ing the town’s appearance and 
showcasing the wide array of 
talent they have to offer.

From small projects inside the 
classroom to larger scale murals 
for small-town businesses, the 
art department has proven their 
abilities through the many tasks 
they have taken on.

Instructing and encourag-
ing the art students of MHS, art 
teacher Arlyn Brantley spoke 
about the positive impact of the 
murals.

“What is fun about the murals 
is getting the kids out into the 
community,” said Brantley. “In 
the future, they can look back 
and remember when they helped 
add something to the town.”

The department’s most distin-
guishable mural is located along 
the intersection of Highway 81 

and Main Street.
Welcoming visitors from near 

and far, the mural references 
various activities that take place 
within the town of Marlow, such 
as the annual fireworks show.

Improving the community’s 
appearance with each project, 
the department’s most recent 
mural is located along the north 
wall of A Touch of Bliss, a local 
furniture store.

Junior Jaiden Standridge, who 
partook in painting the mural, 
described her aspirations regard-
ing the impact she aspires to see 
through the colorful additions.

“I hope that people get a new 
sense of pride and joy of living 

in a town that has such beautiful 
paintings,” stated Standridge.

Alongside Standridge, junior 
Tyler McKinley also participated 
in painting the mural.

McKinley expressed his goal 
for the murals, a task that took 
multiple hours to complete and 
many helping hands.

“I hope it makes the commu-
nity more exciting and colorful,” 
explained McKinley.

With Marlow becoming more 
beautiful with each extension, 
the MHS Art department is only 
anticipated to grow with talented 
students prepared to display their 
skills.

MHS Art paints the town

Madison Contreras
Writer

Starting off their season on 
top, the Marlow High School 
Wrestling team continues to 
strive towards improving their 
skills.

Being ranked number two in 
the state for this season, the Out-
laws have a lot of pressure to live 
up to their title.

This year, the main goal is 
to achieve a state championship 
for both the team and individual 
wrestlers.

In the past two years, the 
wrestling team has made it to 
state and received back-to-back 
runner up.

Adding to their history, the 
last two years have now brought 
the Outlaw Wrestling team re-
cord to three state runner-up 
titles.

Past having three events in 
November, the MHS Wrestling 
team started their district season on Tuesday, December 3, traveling 
to Blanchard High School to wrestle the Lions in a dual.

Despite the Outlaws losing to the BHS Wrestling team 39-35, they 
set their minds to practice harder.

Although the team has much to improve on before state, sopho-
more Case Rich, wrestler for the 120 pound weight class, explained 
why he feels this season will be a successful one.

“I’m feeling pretty good about this season because it just started 

and our team is looking pretty good,” Rich said. “We had three peo-
ple out at our dual, but we still kept it pretty close, so it’s looking up.” 

Wanting the best of his team, Head Coach Andy Howington, who 
has coached for the MHS Wrestling team for the past five years, has 
a different opinion.

Recalling the team’s last dual, Howington described a few steps 
the wrestlers will need to take before being able to advance in this 
season.

“We want to go and win it this season, but with the way we started 

out, that won’t happen,” said 
Howington. “To win, the kids 
have to work harder and be as 
hungry as they were before.”

Noting the effort the team 
is giving now, junior Carson 
Moore, wrestler for the 195 
pound weight class, stated what 
he feels the Outlaws need to ac-
complish to make it to state.

“Right now, I’m nervous be-
cause we are one of the teams 
that are expected to go out and 
put on a show at state. Even 
though we lost to Blanchard, I 
think it was kind of  a wakeup 
call for us. We’re second in the 
state and I think everyone has 
just been coasting on that,” said 
Moore. “I think we need to get 
more mentally tough, and we 
need to have more of a heart for 
the sport. We need to work hard-
er in practice by finding who we 
need to be drilling with in prac-
tice to make ourselves better.”

The Outlaws will attend the 
non-district Mid America Nationals Tournament in Enid, Oklahoma 
on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 13-14, where the top teams from Okla-
homa, Texas, Kansas and Missouri will wrestle each other.

Following this, the MHS wrestlers will travel to Harrisonville, 
Missouri on Friday, Dec. 20 for a tournament between over twenty 
schools.

The next event set to continue their fight towards state will be the 
MHS Wrestling team versus Watonga in a dual at home on Tuesday, 
Jan. 7.
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Running towards the end of 
his high school career, senior 
Liam Johnson strives to be the 
best cross country runner he can 
be.

Having been in cross coun-
try since his seventh grade year, 
Johnson recalled why he joined 
the sport to begin with. 

“I joined cross country be-
cause I have always been a run-
ner,” Johnson said. “I thought it 
would be fun, and it would also 
be a good challenge.”

Bringing countless qualities 
to the team, Johnson appeared 
as a role model to many of his 
teammates. 

Gaining a friend through 
cross country, senior Tyler Law-
son described the motivation and 
dedication that Johnson gave to 

the sport. 
“Liam brought a hard work 

ethic everyday to practice,” 
Lawson explained. “You can 
always rely on him, which is a 
valuable part of the team.”

Throughout his course of run-
ning, Johnson has not only made 
an impact on the other seniors 
but also on numerous lower-
classmen.

Junior Noah Davis explained 
why he believes Johnson should 
be recognized for his skills and 
strengths.

“I do believe Liam deserves 
to be student of the week,” Davis 
said. “He is a very hard working 
student and would be willing to 
go out of his way to help others.” 

Learning many lessons 
through his time on the team, 
Johnson has learned to push 
himself to do his best at any 
point in time.

“Cross country has taught me 
to work hard, and that hard work 
most certainly pays off,” John-
son said. “I put in a ton of effort 
in practice to make myself better, 
and I was able to run in the state 
meet because of it.” 

In the long run, Johnson 
plans to attend Spartan College 
of Aeronautics and Technology 
to major in Avionics Electronic 
Technology. 
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Starting off the winter holi-
days, the Marlow High School 
band hosted their annual Christ-
mas concert at the Marlow New 
Gym on Thursday, Dec. 19.

Celebrating the spirit of 
Christmas, the band performed 
three songs that they have been 
preparing for since October, 
which include: “Jungle Dance,” 
“Tidings of Comfort and Joy,” 
and “African Bell Carol.”

Junior drum major Olivia 
Cantwell explained how the 
songs showcased the multiple 
aspects of the band’s abilities.

“From the beginning of this 
year to now, I think that the 
band has really advanced,” said 
Cantwell. “We get to play harder 
music each year as our abilities 
continue to strengthen.” 

Being a third year clarinet 
section leader, junior Hailey 
Griggs described the band’s ef-
fort to prepare for the Christmas 

concert.
“We were constantly going 

over each section, and it took a 
lot of work,” said Griggs. “But, 
we managed to produce the 
sound that everyone associates 
with the band.”

Fellow band member senior 
Joshua McMains described how 
the band’s determination will 
help them as they break away 
from Christmas preparations and 
onto more challenging music. 

“Our dedication is extremely 

important because it allows us to 
break away from the christmas 
music,” said McMains. “Our size 
also allows us to create a bigger 
sound, which gives us more op-
portunities.”

After continuous hours of 
hard work for the Christmas con-
cert, the Marlow High School 
band will travel for their next 
performance at the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in Orlando, Florida 
on Mar. 12 to Mar. 17.

Maverick, the baby kangaroo, visits Marlow High School students after they completed their first round 
of semester tests on Thursday, Dec. 19. Students had the chance to sign up and pay five dollars for the 
opportunity to meet, pet, hold and take pictures with this furry marsupial in the lobby of the MHS main 
building. All proceeds made from this meet and greet went towards the high school’s annual philanthropy 
week called MOROTO.
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