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Introduction  
Lovington Schools is excited to welcome students back for the 2020-2021 school year in a hybrid model in accordance with the New 
Mexico Public Education Department.  Students rotate between in-person and online learning, and the number of students in school 
buildings is limited to allow for social distancing.  The 2020-2021 school year is scheduled to begin on Wednesday, August 5th.   
District teams made up of administrators, teachers, staff, and partners were tasked with addressing such issues as communication, 
health and wellness, social/emotional health, staffing, schedules, instruction, athletics, and technology.   

Lovington Schools created plans for and is prepared to remain in a hybrid model or shift to a distance learning model should health 
conditions necessitate such actions. Lovington Schools and the state of New Mexico’s goal is to move all schools into a full school 
schedule as soon as it can be safely accomplished.  The state will assess the impact of school reentry on the rate of spread of the 
virus statewide in each of the 5 regions. When overall state data indicates that it is safe to move forward to a full school schedule, the 
regions will be able to do so. The state’s preference is to move together as a state; if statewide data supports general advancement 
to Full Reentry, but an individual region’s data suggests that its opening would be unsafe, that region may be held back until numbers 
improve. 

 

Hybrid Model 

Under a hybrid model, the number of students present in the building at any given time will be limited in order to ensure that six feet 
of social distancing can be maintained at all times. Students will alternate between in-person instruction at the school building and 
online instruction when at home.  

Lovington Online/Virtual Education (L.O.V.E.) Model 

Families choosing to educate their students at home will be offered a remote option.  The district will provide lessons and 
assignments through an online platform.  The district will provide devices for students’ use during remote learning.  In some cases, 
students will have the opportunity to view classroom instruction via video conferencing when at home.  
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NMPED Guidelines 
NMPED’s Reentry Guidance provides considerations, recommendations, and best practices to encourage a safe and successful 
school year.  The following are important minimum requirements for reentry for all New Mexico schools. 

  

The eight minimum requirements for reentry are: 

1. To begin, all districts and schools across the state will be able to operate strictly according to hybrid guidelines.  The 
Department of Health and Medical Advisory Team will regularly assess rates of the spread of COVID-19.  Districts and 
schools will then follow the appropriate guidelines based on the designated safe reentry category.  

2. Schools must participate in a surveillance and rapid response testing program for all staff. 
3. Schools must adhere to the social distancing requirements of their designated category. 
4. Schools should avoid large group gatherings. 
5. Face masks/shields are required for all students and staff except while eating or drinking, with limited exceptions for students 

or staff who have medical reasons for not being able to wear a mask or face shield.  
6. All staff must be screened on a daily basis, including a temperature check and review of potential symptoms. All sites must 

work with state and local health officials to have a plan for contact tracing. While not required, this is also recommended for 
students. 

7. For transportation, all staff and students must wear face shields or masks.  In addition: 
a. A maximum of two students may sit together on a bus seat. 
b. Schools in the yellow category should take all reasonable steps to limit bus seats to one student to the best of their 

ability. 
8. Meals must be provided to students during in-person instruction and remote instruction.  

 
 

NMPED Reentry Guidance 

 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/reentry-district-and-school-guidance/
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Communication 
• Lovington Schools will communicate plans, options, and updates with families and partners as soon as possible via multiple 

methods including the website, Facebook page, telephone/robocalls, radio announcements, smartphone applications, email, 
and text messages.   

• Access Lovington Schools website for consistent and accurate information.  
• Lovington Schools continues to engage community partners in social distancing, health monitoring practices, and information 

dissemination. 

Before Leaving Home 
• Parent checks the child for symptoms, in the event of a temperature 100.4, keep the child home until symptoms subside for 

48 hours; contact the school office to report the absence. 
• Have your child wash their hands just prior to leaving home. 
• Please send your child to school with a full bottle of water and face mask/shield. 
• Check their materials and confirm they have the items needed for the day; homework and supplies. This will avoid multiple 

trips to the campus throughout the day. 

Transportation/ Riding the Bus  
• Parents wait at the bus stop with students until the child has loaded the bus.  
• To avoid grouping of students, stay in the car or stand at least 6’ apart while waiting for bus arrival to minimize grouping of 

children from different households. 
• Bus drivers, bus attendants, and students are required to wear face masks/shields while on the bus. 
• Bus drivers and bus attendants will be screened on a daily basis, including a temperature check and review of potential 

symptoms.  
• Students will be assigned seating in spaced seats with a maximum of two students together on a bus seat.  
• The buses have been equipped with hand sanitizer for students, bus drivers and bus attendants.  
• Staff will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces on the bus at least daily.  
• Buses will be aired out when not in use.  
• Group transportation will be restricted.  
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Pickup/ Drop-off  
• Student pickup/drop-off will be staggered (by grade, class, or bus numbers) to allow for social distancing during entry and 

release times.  
• Spaces will be marked for student pickup.  

Entering School Building  
• Face masks/shields are required for all students and staff except while eating or drinking, with limited exceptions for students 

or staff that have medical reasons for not being able to wear a face mask/shield.   
• Lovington Schools has purchased face masks for all staff and students.   
• All staff will be screened on a daily basis, including a temperature check and review of potential symptoms.  
• Lovington Schools will screen all students for COVID-19 symptoms to the greatest extent feasible. Students may be subject 

to temperature screenings or daily health check questionnaires.  
• All essential visitors will be screened before entering the building and will be required to wear a face mask/shield.   
• Visitors will use the marked spaced lines to enter the building and designated entrance and exit flow paths.  
• Lovington School will restrict nonessential visitors and volunteers.  
• Establish a protocol for students/staff who feel ill/ experience symptoms when they come to school (see When a Child, Staff 

Member, or Visitor Becomes Sick at School).  
• Isolate and deep clean impacted classrooms and spaces. 

Practicing Prevention  
• Lovington Schools will post signage in classrooms, hallways, and entrances to communicate how to stop the spread of 

COVID-19.   
• Staff will encourage good hygiene measures such as handwashing, covering coughs, and appropriate use of face 

masks/shields.  
• Face masks/shields are required for all students and staff except while eating or drinking, with limited exceptions for students 

or staff that have medical reasons for not being able to wear a mask or face shield.   
• Schools will be provided hand soap and hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, paper towels, and no-touch trash cans in all 

bathrooms, classrooms, and frequently trafficked areas.   
• School staff will work diligently to clean/disinfect frequently touched surfaces at least daily and frequently shared objects after 

each use. Lovington Schools purchased E-Mist ElectroStatic Sprayers and KaiVac Cleaning Machines for the restrooms. 
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• Lovington School will disable water fountains and allow students and staff to bring water bottles from home.  
• Lovington Schools will educate parents to be on the alert for signs of illness in their children and to keep the children home 

when they are sick.   
 

Symptoms and Conditions Requiring Absence from Campus 
Infectious Disease Symptoms Other Conditions 

• Fever or fever-like symptoms 
o Temperature above 100.4 F or with or without the 

presentation of fatigue/body aches/chills/rigors. 
• Respiratory symptoms 

o Cough, congestion, runny nose, sore throat, 
shortness of breath not appeared to be related to 
allergies or asthma. 

• Gastrointestinal symptoms 
o Diarrhea, vomiting, or severe nausea. 

• New unexplained loss of taste or smell 
• Student reported or has been notified that they have 

been in close contact with a positive COVID-19 case  

• Confirmed non-COVID viral infectious disease 
o Influenza or rhinovirus  

• Contagious infections requiring antibiotic treatment 
o Strep throat or pink eye 

• Undiagnosed, new, and/or untreated skin rash or 
condition 

• Doctor’s note requiring an individualized plan of care to 
stay home due to medical concerns. 
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Procedure for Return to School  

Infectious Disease Symptoms Other Conditions 

• If presenting with symptoms, please test student for COVID-19 
and/or provide doctor’s note for other treatment-specific 
guidelines. If you choose not to test student, student must stay 
home for 10 days minimum and return when symptom-free for 3 
days. 

• If notified to self-quarantine due to a close exposure to a 
COVID+ case, stay home and monitor symptoms for 14 days. Call 
the New Mexico Department of Health coronavirus hotline       
855-600-3453 for specific guidance. 

• If NEGATIVE for COVID-19, please remain home for 72 hours 
symptom-free without the use of medication. Please reconsider 
testing if symptoms worsen. 

• If POSITIVE for COVID-19, student must stay home for 10 days 
minimum and return when symptom-free for 3 days OR provide 
two negative viral test results spaced at least 24 hours apart.  

• If confirmed that student has non-COVID viral 
illness please provide a doctor’s note to confirm 
and the student may return once 72 hours 
symptom-free without the use of medication. 

• After the first 24 hours of various antibiotic 
treatments for contagious infections (i.e. strep 
throat, pink eye, etc.) 

• Doctor’s note requiring an individualized plan of 
care to stay home due to medical concerns as 
specified.  

Resources 
855-600-3453 New Mexico Department of Health (NMDOH) Coronavirus Hotline 
833-551-0518 NMDOH number for non-health related COVID-19 questions 
CDC Symptom checker 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Allergies, Cold, Flu or COVID-19 Virus? 
Here's now to tell the difference between allergy symptoms and the novel 2019 Coronavirus. 

Symptoms Allergies Cold Influenza COVID-19 

Symptoms begin Gradually Gradually Abruptly Within 14 days of exposure 

Symptoms last Allergy season 4 - 10 days 5 - 7 days Varies by person 

Body aches — ✓ ✓ Sometimes 

Chills — Less common ✓ Sometimes 

Dry cough ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Exposure to germs — ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Fatigue/weakness Sometimes ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Fever — Less common ✓ ✓ 

Headaches ✓ Less common ✓ Sometimes 

Itchy eyes ✓ — — — 

Nasal congestion ✓ ✓ ✓ Less common 

Nausea/Vomiting/Diarrhea — Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes 

New loss of taste or smell Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes ✓ 

Repeated shaking with chills — Sometimes Sometimes Sometimes 



    Lovington Municipal Schools Reentry Plan 
 

 

 

9 
Lovington Municipal Schools Reentry Plan 07/15/2020 

 

Symptoms Allergies Cold Influenza COVID-19 

Runny nose ✓ — — Less common 

Sneeze ✓ ✓ ✓ Sometimes 

Sore throat Sometimes ✓ ✓ Sometimes 

Shortness of breath Sometimes Less common ✓ ✓ 

Symptoms get worse — — ✓ ✓ 

 

Student Meals and Cafeteria 
• Lovington Schools will be serving meals for students in the cafeteria/gym on in-person days.   
• Students may bring lunch from home, but no outside meal deliveries will be allowed after the start of school. 
• Closed campus at lunch for secondary school campuses.  
• The cafeterias will have marked spaced lines to enter the cafeteria and serving lines as well as designate entrances and exit 

flow paths. 
• Longer meal periods will be schedule for more staggered meal service.  
• In order to maximize social distancing, seats will be removed between spots and students will be able to utilize outdoor 

seating as practicable and appropriate. 
• Staff will conduct cleaning of cafeterias/gyms and high-touch surfaces throughout the school day. 
• Meals will be provided for those students who are doing remote learning on any given day.   

o Meals will continue to be provided at various pick up locations: 
 Gann Cafeteria 
 Ben Alexander Elementary 
 Outside city limits locations  
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Transitioning and Gatherings 
• Hallways will have lanes as flow paths to keep students separated. 
• Same groups of students will stay with the same staff as much as practical. 
• Large group gatherings will be avoided and discouraged (especially in parking lots, common areas) 
• Recess will be staggered to reduce the numbers of students together at a given time. 
• Classrooms will follow the 6’ distancing or 50% capacity. 
• Extracurricular activities will follow the NMAA guidelines. 
• Every school will have signage as reminders of proper hygiene information and possible symptoms. 

Technology 
• Chromebooks were purchased for every student grades sixth through twelfth.  Students will be assigned these Chromebooks 

to use during in-person and remote learning.   
• Devices will be checked out as needed to families preschool through fifth grade.  These devices will be checked out one per 

family.  Priority will be given to at-risk students.  
• Teachers will be provided school devices for use in the classroom and at home for remote teaching.   
• All LMS devices will be CIPA compliant and filtered for content.  
• Lovington Schools sent out a community survey to determine internet connectivity.  This data and proximity to Park and Learn 

locations will be used to determine the need for hot spots for families.  
• Lovington Schools will continue to run Park and Learn locations at: 

o High School - Parking Lot North of the Gym 
o New Hope - West Parking Lot 
o Llano - Parent drop off West parking lot 
o Jefferson - Teacher parking lot between SGA and Jefferson 
o Lea - Staff parking lot, East side of building 
o Taylor Middle School - Gym parking lot 
o LHS/Ben A - Band / Ag parking lot between LHS and Ben Alexander 
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Teaching and Learning 
 

Hybrid 
In-Person 

4 days/week  

Hybrid  
In-Person  

2 days/week  

L.O.V.E.  
(Remote) 

Grade Levels • PK-6 
• Select Special Programs 

students K-12 

7-12 Available to all students PK-12 

Location  • 4 days on campus 
• Wednesdays online from 

home 

• 2 days on campus 
• 3 days online at home  

• 5 days online at home 
• Recommended to stay for at 

least a full grading period 

Attendance  Taken on in-person learning days  Successful completion of online 
lessons/assignments 
 

Curriculum • District adopted curriculum 
• District-approved supplemental software programs, digital platforms, and resources 
• Pacing calendars will be established and followed per content area 

 

Grades  Minimum of two grades per week per subject 
 

Wednesdays  • All students will learn remotely from home. 
• Staff will have scheduled office hours, prep time, and professional development. 
• All campuses will be closed for sanitization.  
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English 
Language 
Learners (ELL) 
 

NMPED Guidance for 
English Learners 

• Screening and Services 
for ELLs will be 
scheduled accordingly to 
follow English Learner 
requirements during four 
days on campus.  

• Services will follow 
required times per 
NMPED. 

• Screening and Services 
for ELLs will be 
scheduled accordingly to 
follow English Learner 
requirements during two 
days on campus.  

• Services will follow 
required times per 
NMPED. 

• Screening and Services for 
ELLs will be scheduled 
accordingly to follow English 
Learner requirements. 
Schedule a socially distant 
Screening time (must be done 
on campus). 

• Services will follow required 
times per NMPED. 

Special 
Education/ 
Ancillary  

• Receive resource time 
stated in IEP either push-
in or pull-out 

• Ancillary services in-
person  

 

• Receive resource 2 
days  in-person based on 
IEP  

• Teacher will hold 
scheduled virtual 
meetings with students 
to complete resource 
time according to IEP 

• Ancillary services could 
be provided in-person, 
virtually or co-treat 

• Teacher will hold scheduled 
virtual meetings with students 
to complete resource time 
according to IEP 

• Ancillary services will be 
provided virtually 

Extended 
Learning 
Opportunities  

• Assessments will be used to determine students’ need for accelerated grade-level instruction.  
• Extended learning could be delivered before or after school hours and may include credit recovery. 

PE, Art, Music, 
etc... 

Classroom teachers will provide 
structured activity time for 
students 

Will follow a modified class 
schedule 

Will be provided class assignments  

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/NMPED_SupportDoc_ELsBMEPsSSBB.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/NMPED_SupportDoc_ELsBMEPsSSBB.pdf
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Social and 
Emotional 
Learning 

• Touchpoints - Check-ins for Students and Staff 
• Social Emotional Learning (SEL) Curriculum 
• Screening Protocols for Mental Health 
• Behavioral Health Staff 

Assessments • District will administer formative assessments three times per year. 
• Progress monitoring throughout the year. 
• State Assessments will be determined by the New Mexico Public Education Department. 

After School 
Program (K-5) 

• Students will attend 
Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, Friday 

• Limited availability (first 
come, first serve) 

• Application on Lovington 
Website 

 

Athletics/ 
Extracurricular 

Recess 
• Lovington Schools will 

limit the access to the 
playground equipment to 
ensure social distancing.  

• Students will have 
structured activity time 
based upon content 
standards.  

• Adhering to CDC and NMAA Guidelines. 
• All coaches have been COVID tested. 
• Temperature checks and survey screening completed for all 

students and coaches. 
• Athletic Director is the Point of Contact for school athletics and 

extracurricular activities. 
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In the Event of Temporary School Closure 
• Instruction would continue using the remote learning model. 
• Close off school building if used by a COVID-19 positive sick person and do not use before cleaning and disinfection. 
• If possible, wait 24 hours and then clean and disinfect the campus. If it is not possible to wait 24 hours, wait as long as 

possible. Ensure safe and correct application of disinfectants and keep disinfectant products away from children. 
• Advise sick staff members and children not to return until they have met NMDOH criteria to discontinue home isolation. 
• Notify local health officials, staff, and families immediately of a possible case while maintaining confidentiality consistent with 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and other applicable federal and state privacy laws. 
• Inform those who have had close contact to a person diagnosed with COVID-19 to stay home and follow NMDOH guidance if 

symptoms develop. If a person does not have symptoms, follow appropriate NMDOH guidance for home quarantine. 
• If the school is closed due to a positive COVID-19 test, the campus will be closed and disinfected prior to reopening. 
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