
The Importance 

of Reading 
   

Please encourage your child 

to read for at least 20 

minutes each night from a 

book of his/her choice.  This 

will help develop life-long 

reading habits, develop 

reading comprehension 

skills, and increase reading 

speed.   

Other Ideas for at-home 

reading: 

-Magazines 

-Cook books 

-Instruction Manuals 

-Comic Books 

-Research Fun activities 

(such as magic tricks) 

Remember: 

Reading is a skill, not a 

natural talent. To learn any 

skill, children need: 

opportunity, support, and 

time. 

 

 

 

Put it to Paper: Tips for Parents to Improve 

a Child’s Writing Skills 
  

Writing is an essential skill 

that is more than just putting 

words on paper.  Writing is a 

process of communication 

that plays an important role in 

your child’s life-both in and 

out of the classroom.  Parents 

can make a big difference in 

helping a child develop 

writing skills by encouraging 

writing activities that are 

simple and fun.  The 

following are activities 

parents can do with their 

child to promote writing at 

home.   

Send a message- Leave notes 

on pillows, desks, mirrors, 

whatever. Have your child 

write a note in return. 

Letters- Have your child 

write letters to family and 

friends.  

Give Writing as a Gift-For 

presents, have your child 

write a story for the 

recipient. 

Journals- Encourage your 

child to write in a journal 

daily. 

Make a Menu- Let your 

child design and write a 

menu for a family dinner. 

Copy-If your child likes a 

particular song, have 

him/her copy the lyrics. (My 

daughter LOVES to do this!) 

 

**Please encourage your child to proofread ALL written 

work at school, paying close attention to correcting 

fragments, run-ons, and missed punctuation. 
 

Remember: You might not write well every day, but you can 

always edit a bad page.  You can’t edit a blank page. 

Mrs. Sharp’s Tips for Literacy 
Help your 5th Grader Succeed       Creative Tips and Tricks for at 

Home Practice 

 



 

 

 

 


