
Here are some strategies you can use at home to help make sure your child understands what 
they are reading throughout the entire book. 

Before reading:Before reading:Before reading:Before reading:
•Activate prior knowledge (schema). I explain this to the students by telling them our brains are like 
computers. When we see something familiar, we automatically pull up a file of everything we already 
know about that topic. This helps us prepare to have a better understanding of the story.
•If students are not familiar with a topic in the book, provide background knowledge. You can talk about 
it or look it up to learn together.
•Preview the book and make predictions about what might happen.
•Make sure the book is an appropriate selection that matches your reading strategies and interest. Read 
the first page or two and ask yourself if you are able to understand the story so far. Use the IPICK 
strategy.
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strategy.

During reading:During reading:During reading:During reading:
•Check for understanding. After every few pages, stop and ask your child questions (Who, What, When, 
Where, Why – use “check marks”).
•Go back and reread a sentence that you don’t understand.
•Stop and talk about parts that make you angry, surprise you, remind you of something that has 
happened to you, or remind you of another book (make connections)
•Make more predictions. Talk about how predictions change as you read more of the story and have 
more information.
•Imagine a story taking place as if it were a movie (visualize)

After reading:After reading:After reading:After reading:
•Summarize what you just read. Include important information (use check marks again for the 5 W’s). 
•Have students retell the story – let students even look in the book to help retell.
•Ask students to complete a “Somebody Wanted But So” 
students do not need to fill one out. Just talk about it.
•Draw or write about your favorite part.
•Write a letter to the author or to a character in the book. 
•Give a book review. Tell what you liked or disliked about the book. 
•Ask your student:  What was the author’s purpose?  Think about why the author wrote the book or 
article. (Persuade, Inform, or Entertain)
•Talk about the genre (fantasy, historical fiction, biography, etc). Ask you student to show why they think 
the book fits in that genre.
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what you just read. Include important information (use check marks again for the 5 W’s). 
let students even look in the book to help retell.

Ask students to complete a “Somebody Wanted But So” – I am including an example of this, although 
students do not need to fill one out. Just talk about it.

Write a letter to the author or to a character in the book. 
Give a book review. Tell what you liked or disliked about the book. 
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Talk about the genre (fantasy, historical fiction, biography, etc). Ask you student to show why they think 

Melissa Dalton



Somebody – main character(s):

Wanted – What were they trying to get?:

Title:Title:Title:Title:
Author:Author:Author:Author:

But – What was the problem?:

So – What did they do to solve it?:
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Somebody – main character(s):

Wilbur

Wanted – What were they trying to get?:

to live a long life

Title: Title: Title: Title: Charlotte’s Web
Author: Author: Author: Author: E.B. White

But – What was the problem?:

The farmer wanted to feed him well and 
then make him meat

So – What did they do to solve it?:

Charlotte spun beautiful webs with words 
to make Wilbur look like “some pig”.

main character(s):

What were they trying to get?:
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What was the problem?:

The farmer wanted to feed him well and 
then make him meat

What did they do to solve it?:

Charlotte spun beautiful webs with words 
to make Wilbur look like “some pig”.
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IIII choose– I choose my books.

PPPPurpose – Why am I reading this 
book?

IPICK GoodIPICK GoodIPICK GoodIPICK Good
BooksBooksBooksBooks

IIIInterest –Do I like it?

CCCComprehend – Do I understand 
what I’m reading?

KKKKnowledge – Do I know most of 
the words (Remember the 5 
finger rule!)
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