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The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Initiative is 
an education program in the United States that outlines 
what K-12 students should know in English language arts 
and mathematics at the end of each grade. There are 
additional standards for science, history and social 
studies after 6th grade. It is the responsibility of individual 
states to develop guidelines, standards and plans that 
meet each of the CCSS standards. Participating states 
will put into place assessments designed to measure 
success at meeting the standards. Changes were 
focused on four areas: raising academic standards, 
strengthening graduation requirements, standardizing 
assessments, and ensuring accountability. !
!
WHAT  LEAD TO THE CHANGES? 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) arrived at a time 
when  public education, student and teachers were 
already experiencing rapid change. No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) law requires schools to test each child in grades 
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WHO IS USING IT? 

Approximately 44 states 
a n d t e r r i t o r i e s a r e 
working towards using 
the standards in the 
classroom. For those 
states and territories that 
h a v e a d o p t e d u s e , 
standards will be used in 
a l l c l a s s ro o m s f ro m 
kindergarden though 
12th grade for public 
school students.  

WHO WROTE THE 
INITIATIVE?  

 Nat ional Governors 
Association Center for 
Bes t Prac t ices (NGA 
Center) and the Council 
of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO) were 
the leaders in developing 
the Common Core State 
Standards.  Additional 
input was sought from 
t e a c h e r s , p a r e n t s , 
administrators and the 
public. 
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3-8 every year. The law requires every child become 
“proficient” in specific areas.  The initial testing results 
indicated that there was room for improvement within the 
education system. In response, U.S. Department of 
Education was given $5 billion to make the needed 
changes.  !!
The CCSS were drafted in 2009  by  the National 
Governors Association and the Council of Chief State 
School Officers. The development initiative  was led 
Student Achievement Partners. An overall goal was to 
improve test scores by using a revised testing approach.  
The initiative helps ensure that students everywhere in 
every grade are taught using the same standards, 
regardless of geographic location.   
!
WHAT IS THE GOAL OF CCSS? 

Quoted from the official website, “the goal is to ensure all 
students, regardless of where they live, are graduating 
high school prepared for college, career, and life.”!
!
W H E R E C A N M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N B E 
FOUND? 

The official website is http://www.corestandards.org.  This 
website includes links for finding standards in your state, 
parent information, individual standards and other 
resources. This should be the primary source of 
information for parents seeking a reliable information 
resource. Individual state standards can be found under 
the Department of Education on the official state website. 
School district websites will have additional information.
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Helping 
Your 

Student  

W i t h t h e 
introduction of CCSS, the 
expectations for student 
p e r f o r m a n c e w i l l b e 
shifting. There are simple 
and practical things you can 
d o t h a t s u p p o r t y o u r 
student.   

1. Visit the Common Core 
State Standards website.  

2. Read informational flyers 
and notices that are 
provided by schools. 
Many school districts 
have information posted 
on their website.  Both 
a r e s o u r c e s o f 
information. 

3. Review your student’s 
work and assignments. 
Staying involved in your 
student’s learning will 
give additional insight 
into new expectations. 

4. Talk with your student 
about the successes, 
changes and challenges 
they are experiencing in 
school. 

5. Start a conversation with 
teachers. Teachers can 
give specific information 
on your student and 
their academic success. 
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CAREER  AND COLLEGE READINESS:!

In reading, the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
are meant to move student from beginning skills to 
increasing advanced. All students must be able to read, 
so they are ready for the level of college and career 
materials. Math standards focus on skills required in 
school and beyond academic setting. !

READING SKILLS:!

The standards require specific content and knowledge  
for all students, including classic myths and stories from 
around the world, foundational U.S. documents, great 
works of American literature, and works of great writers.  
States, districts, and schools make the requirements and 
recommendations for reading list.!!
WRITING SKILLS:!

The CCSS for writing say that students must achieve the 
ability to write logically based on evidence, reasoning, 
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ADVANTAGES 

According to the CCSS 
websi te , the use of a 
standardized method for 
eduction in public schools 
has changes in focus to US 
school children.  

1. Are aligned with college 
and work expectations, 

2. Are clear, understandable 
and consistent, 

3. Include rigorous content 
a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
knowledge through high-
order skills, 

4. Build upon strengths and 
lesson of current state 
standards, 

5. Are informed by other 
top-performing countries 
so that all students are 
prepared to success, 

6. Provide skills to success 
in global community and 
society, 

7. Are evidence-based.

 WHAT DOES COMMON CORE 
TRY  TO ACCOMPLISH?
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and relevant evidence. The standards stress the skills 
needed for research, opinion writing, analysis, and 
presentations.!!
SPEAKING AND LISTENING SKILLS:!
The speaking and listening standards require students to 
gain, evaluate, and present increasingly complex 
information, ideas, and evidence. The use of different 
information sources including media and technology are 
required.!!
ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS:!
In elementary school, the mathematics standards include 
topics like whole numbers, addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division, fractions and decimals. Mastery of 
these skills help students to be successful in more 
demanding math topics, including math used in real world 
situations. The standards focus on procedural skills, 
conceptual understanding, application and use of 
mathematics for analysis. The middle school standards 
are designed to prepare students for high school level 
courses. Learning by memorization has a reduced focus.!!
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS:!
At the high school level, the standards call on students to 
practice and apply mathematical ways of thinking to real 
world issues and challenges. The high school standards 
define the skills needed for college and career readiness. 
Student develop an in depth of understanding and ability 
to apply mathematics to new situations.     
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 DID YOU 
KNOW?  

1. According to the U.S. 
Department of Labor, 90 
percent of the fastest-
growing jobs in the 
future will require some 
p o s t s e c o n d a r y 
education or training.  

2. Each year, approximately 
1.3 million students fail 
to graduate from high 
school. 

3. O n t h e 2 0 0 9 N A E P 
Reading Test, about      
26% of eighth graders 
and 27% of twel f th 
graders scored below 
the "basic" level, and 
only 32% of e ighth 
graders and 38% of 
twelfth graders are at or 
above grade level. 

4. In 2012, it was reported 
that 50% of Americans 
can’t read books written 
a t t h e e i g h t g r a d e 
reading level.   

5. O f t h o s e e n t e r i n g 
postsecondary school, 
11% are  enrolled in 
r e m e d i a l r e a d i n g 
coursework (National 
Center for Education 
Statistics, 2003).     
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According to Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
resources, “successful implementation..requires parents, 
educators, policymakers, and other stakeholders to have 
the facts about what the standards are and what they are 
not. The following common questions and answers are 
taken from the CCSS website. Information is presented in 
a simplified and condensed manner. The full text version 
is available on the website. !

LOWERING STANDARDS: Does adopting common 
standards mean bringing all states’ standards down to 
the lowest common acceptable level?!
  !
ANSWER:  The best state standards and initiatives were 
considered and evaluated during the design of CCSS.  
States are still responsible and accountable for  working 
towards ensuring each students academic success.!

BENCHMARKING: Are the Common Core State 
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PROCESS ISSUES 

Myth #1: No teachers were 
involved in writ ing the 
standards. 

Fact #1: The Common Core  
rel ied on teachers and 
standards experts from 
across the country.   

Myth #2: The standards are 
not based on research or 
evidence. 

Fact #2: The standards have 
made careful use of a large 
a n d g ro w i n g b o d y o f 
e v i d e n c e . I n E n g l i s h 
language arts, the standards 
build on the firm foundation 
of the National Assessment 
o f Educa t ion P rogress 
( N A E P ) f r a m e w o r k s i n 
reading and writing, which 
draw on extensive scholarly 
research and evidence. In 
mathematics, the standards 
draw on conclusions from 
the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science 
Study (TIMSS) and other 
studies of high-performing 
countries.   
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Standards internationally benchmarked?!

ANSWER: Standards from top-performing countries were 
considered in the development of the math and English 
language. The best practices of several countries were 
examined in the standards development process.!

CONTENT: The English language art/literacy standards 
focus skills. Where is the emphasis on content?!

ANSWER: The standards recognize that both content 
and skills are important. The English language arts 
standards require certain critical content for all students. 
Student will be introduced to a variety  of non-fiction and 
historical documents. The standards require that students 
increase knowledge in literature and other subjects 
through many task including reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening. !

MATH MEMORIZATION: Why do math standards not 
focus on basic skills and memorization?!

Fact #4: The mathematics standards create a foundation 
in whole numbers, addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division, fractions, and decimals. Taken together, these 
elements support a student’s ability to learn and apply 
more demanding math concepts and procedures. From 
6th to 12th grade, students apply mathematical ways of 
thinking to real-world issues and challenges. They 
prepare students to think and reason mathematically.  
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IMPLEMENTATION 
ISSUES  

 Myth #1: The 
standards tell 
teachers what 
to teach. 

Fact #1: These 
standards establish what 
students need to learn. 
States, districts and teachers 
will make the determination 
about how it is taught. 

Myth #2: Teachers will be 
le f t to implement the 
s tandards w i thout any 
support or guidance. 

Fact #2: Decisions on how 
to implement the standards 
are made at the state and 
local levels.   

Myth #3: These standards 
a m o u n t t o a n a t i o n a l 
c u r r i c u l u m f o r p u b l i c 
schools. 

Fact #3: The Common Core 
is not a curriculum. It is a 
clear set of shared goals and 
expectations.     

Myth #4: The CCSS will 
result in a national database 
of student information. 

Fact #4: There are no data 
collection requirements.!
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The following facts are a taken directly from the CCSS 
website. Information is presented in a simplified and 
condensed manner. The full text version is available on 
the website: http://www.corestandards.org. !

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & LITERACY: 

RECOMMENDED READING: The standards do include 
sample texts, examples can be found in the appendix. 
States will be outlining, guiding and suggesting text.  
School districts are also actively involved with developing 
reading lists. !

REQUIRED TEXT: English teachers expand instruction to 
students by teaching literature and literary non-fiction 
literature will still matter. The standards require students 
to understand classic myths and stories, foundational 
American literature, Shakespeare and other non-fiction 
text. “Literary non-fiction” is sometimes interchanged with 
"informational text”.  Informational text is a broader term 
that refers to general nonfiction and includes documents 
like the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.   !
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HISTORY AND 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

In lower level elementary 
schools, history and social 
studies standards are found 
i n t o t h e K - 5 r e a d i n g 
s t a n d a r d s . S p e c i f i c 
standards are identified for 
grades 6-12 and include: 

1. C i t e re s o u rc e s t o 
support analysis. 

2. Determine the central 
ideas or information.  

3. Provide a summary of 
the source. 

4. Identify key steps in a 
process. 

5. D e t e r m i n e t h e 
meaning of words and 
phrases. 

6. Describe how a text 
presents information. 

7. Identify author's point 
of view or purpose. 

8. Integrate visual and 
graphic information. 

9. Dist inguish among 
f a c t , o p i n i o n a n d 
judgment. 

10. Analyze between a 
primary and secondary 
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TECHNICAL & INFORMATIONAL TEXT: The standards 
require that students systematically gain knowledge. 
Additional focus will be for students to read, understand, 
analyze and apply more technical and factual 
information. Americans spends more time in high school, 
college and on the job reading information text. Acquiring 
the these skills to be successful needs to be started early 
in a student’s academic life.!

 MATHEMATIC STANDARDS: !

MATH CONCEPTS: The standards do accommodate and 
prepare students for middle school by including the 
prerequisite skills from grades K‐7. Students who master 
the K‐7 material will be able to tackle eighth-grade math 
courses and beyond with success.  !

SKILL PROGRESSION: The math skills outlined in each 
grade level reflect a progression of skills from novice to 
expert. Topics may be taught over several grades with 
increasing complexity over time. Individual topics may be 
combined with other topics to provide a more in-depth 
lesson. !

 WHAT PARENTS SHOULD KNOW: 

Interested in learning more about the Common Core and 
the skills that students need to succeed? Find out what 
your state is doing to implement the standards, support 
teachers, and more on our “Standards in Your State” 
page. Learn more about the Common Core was 
developed at the “About the Standards” page. See what’s 
different about the Common Core compared to previous 
state standards at “Key Shifts in Mathematics” and “Key 
Shifts in English Language Arts” pages. Get the facts 
about the Common Core on our “Myths vs. Facts” 
page.Get more answers on our “Frequently Asked 
Questions” page.
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SCIENCE 
STANDARDS 

Standards for K-5 reading in 
history/social studies, science, 
and technical subjects are 
integrated into the K-5 reading 
standards. The standards 
below begin at grade 6. Here 
is a summary science of the 
standards: 

1. Cite evidence to support 
analysis of science and text. 

2. Determine the central ideas 
or conclusions.  

3. P r o v i d e a n a c c u r a t e 
summary of the text. 

4. Follow precisely a multistep 
procedure for experiments, 
taking measurements, or 
technical tasks.  

5. Determine the meaning of 
symbols, key terms, words, 
and phrases.   

6. Analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize a 
text.   

7. Analyze the author's 
purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a 
procedure, or discussing 
an experiment. 

8. I n teg ra te i n fo r ma t ion 
expressed in words  with a 
version of that information 
expressed visually.   

9. Distinguish among facts, 
reasoned judgment based 
on research findings, and 
speculation in a text. 

10.Compare and contrast   
information.
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The descriptions that follow are not standards 
themselves. They are an excerpt from the National 
Common Core Standards (CCSS). This information 
creates a  portrait of students who meet the standards. 
As students advance through the grades and master the 
standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language, they are able to exhibit. The full version is 
available on the website: http://www.corestandards.org!

THEY DEMONSTRATE INDEPENDENCE.!

Without significant support, students can comprehend 
and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and 
disciplines. They can construct effective arguments and 
convey intricate or multifaceted information. Likewise, 
students are able to independently discern a speaker’s 
key points, request clarification, and ask relevant 
questions. Independent students build on others’ ideas, 
articulate their own ideas, and confirm they have been 
understood. Without prompting, they demonstrate 
command of standard English using a wide-ranging 
vocabulary. More broadly, they become self-directed 
learners by effectively seeking out and using resources to 
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 TECHNOLOGY & 
DIGITAL MEDIA   

S t u d e n t s e m p l o y 

technology thoughtfully to 

enhance their reading, 

w r i t i n g , s p e a k i n g , 

listening, and language 

use. Students tailor their 

searches online to acquire 

u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n 

efficiently. They need to 

integrate what they learn 

u s i n g t e c h n o l o g y . 

Information obtained from 

d i g i t a l m e d i a , t h e 

c lass room and other 

r e s o u r c e s m u s t b e 

integrated. When familiar 

with the strengths and 

l imitations of various 

technological tools and 

mediums, student select 

and use those best suited 

to their communication 

goals. 
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assist them, including teachers, peers, print and digital 
reference materials.!

THEY BUILD CONTENT KNOWLEDGE.!

Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide 
range of subject matter by engaging with works of quality 
and substance. They become proficient in new areas 
through research and study. They read purposefully and 
listen attentively to gain both general knowledge and 
discipline-specific expertise. They refine and share their 
knowledge through writing and speaking.!

THEY RESPOND TO THE VARING DEMANDS OF 
AUDIENCE, TASK, PURPOSE, AND DISCIPLINE.!

Students adapt their communication in relation to 
audience, task, purpose, and discipline. They set and 
adjust purpose for reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
and language use as warranted by the task. They 
appreciate nuances, such as how the composition of an 
audience should affect tone when speaking and how the 
connotations of words affect meaning. They also know 
that different disciplines call for different types of 
evidence.!

COMPREHEND AS WELL AS CRITIQUE.!

Students are engaged and open-minded, while remaining 
discerning readers and listeners. They work diligently to 
understand precisely what an author or speaker is 
saying.  They also question an author’s or speaker’s 
assumptions and premises. Students are encourage to 
evaluate the validity of claims and the soundness of 
reasoning. Application and analysis is a key skill.
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 UNDERSTAND OTHER 
PERSPECTIVES AND 

CULTURES 

   Students appreciate that 

the twenty-first-century 

classroom and workplace 

are set t ings in which 

people from often widely 

divergent cultures and who 

r e p r e s e n t d i v e r s e 

exper iences. Students 

actively seek to understand 

other perspectives and 

cultures.  Through reading 

g r e a t c l a s s i c a n d 

contemporary, students can 

vicariously inhabit worlds 

and have experiences 

much different than their 

own. 

VALUE EVIDENCE. 

Students c i te speci f ic 

evidence when offering an 

o r a l o r w r i t t e n 

interpretation of a text.   

and they constructively 

evaluate others’ use of 

evidence. 

!


