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November 3, 2017 

Dear Berryville Schools Families:  

I’m excited to share with you that the Berryville School District has been granted approval to offer “Alternate 
Method on Instruction” (AMI) days during the 2017-2018 school year. AMI days may be used when the school or 
district is closed due to exceptional or emergency circumstances such as a contagious disease outbreak, inclement 
weather, utility outage, or other acts of God. This plan will also allow the opportunity for all Berryville students to 
be engaged in meaningful learning on inclement weather or emergency days when conditions prevent schools from 
being in session.  

WHAT IS ALTERNATE METHOD OF INSTRUCTION?  
Alternate Method of Instruction simply allows for the continuation of learning when students miss days of regular 
instruction. Students will have the opportunity for skill reinforcement, remediation and enrichment through 
electronic or conventional paper lessons. The Arkansas Department of Education has granted the Berryville School 
District ten (10) AMI days this school year, on which students will be expected to continue learning “off-site”. All 
materials, assignments and activities will be provided by your child’s teacher(s). Student work completed 
electronically should be submitted online on the missed day of school. Paper assignments or activities will be due 
the next day school is in session. Students are expected to be engaged in learning the same amount of time on an 
AMI day as they would on a regularly-scheduled day.  

We will begin utilizing the AMI plan on December 1, 2017. After that date, the first 10 snow days or 
emergency days will be counted as AMI days, meaning they will NOT be made up at the conclusion of the 2017-
2018 school year.  

HOW WILL AMI DAYS WORK? 
During an AMI Day, students will work on their individual AMI packet. These packets will be sent home with 
students and will include a variety of assignments and activities. Packets are designed to include some student 
choice. Students with internet access will be able to complete work electronically from home or another location 
using educational computer programs that are familiar to your child. AMI packets make accommodations for 
students who do not have Internet access. Teachers will be available (by phone or email) during the hours he/she 
would normally be in class. Each school’s AMI plan will be tailored to their particular students; in the coming days, 
you will receive information from your child’s school with more specific, detailed information.  

We are proud to have been approved for ten AMI days. Since this is a new program for our state, we anticipate we 
will learn many lessons along the way and will make necessary adjustments to improve our AMI plan to best meet 
the needs of our students. We welcome your feedback and invite you to share information with us about how it is 
working for your family. If you have any questions, please talk with your child’s principal. Thank you for joining 
us on this journey as we strive to provide your child with learning opportunities regardless of bad weather or 
emergencies.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Owen Powell 


