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Always say “please” and “thank you.”
Sit at the table - Stay seated and wait to be excused.
Talk at a level that can only be heard at the table.
Remember to use your napkin.
Chew with your mouth closed.
Avoid negative comments like, “yuck” or “Eeeewwww.”
Cut your foot up properly.
No burping--if so, say “excuse me.”
Don’t put food anywhere except your tray or plate--not on the table.
Don’t share.
Don't’ touch others’ food.
Clean up after yourself if you make a mess.
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October 7-10 - Parent Teacher Conferences
October 11 - No School
October 17 - End of 1st Quarter
October 18 - Teacher In-service/Work Day
October 28-30 - Teacher In-Service

November 4 - Late Start
November 25-29 - Thanksgiving Break
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At KEMS we work a great deal on the social/emotional growth of
our students. One social skill that we sometimes overlook is
having good manners when eating. Using good manners are
social skills that help your child succeed in class, with friends,
and with future employers. Good table manners are an important
part of having good social skills. Our students do a pretty good
job in the lunchroom, but there is always room for them to
improve. The following is a list of simple rules that we would
appreciate your support in working with your child on and/or
reinforcing what you are already doing.

These are just a few simple rules that we try and reinforce here
at school, but it can be challenging with a lunchroom full of
students. I also realize that children’s table manners won’t be
perfect. Younger students just aren't ready for some manners.
Kids will forget and messes will be made. The important thing is
that we take every opportunity to find those teachable moments
so that we are able to continue to help develop positive social
growth in our kids.
 
Mr. Kelley, KES Principal

If your student has lost their eye glasses, please let us know.
We have many lost pairs waiting to be claimed in the office!

Our Eagles soar with PRIDE!

Happy Fall

On September 20th, Joe Coles came to speak with our students.
He spoke about intentional kindness. This assembly was about
being intentional in helping all kids feel safe and connected! They
need to be safe in their eyes and connected to the right people.
Mr. Coles helped students understand that we are all going to
face negative peer pressure. He taught them how to stand up to it
and how to help others stand up to it. What a great message!

SEPTEMBER ASSEMBLY

CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHT: 
SOCIAL STUDIES WITH MISS MAY

A NOTE FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT MR. CLARK

In Social Studies we've been learning about globes, maps,
land, and water. This week students enjoyed making the
seven continents out of Play-doh!

CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHT: 
HANDWRITING/KEYBOARDING WITH MRS. KELLEY
In handwriting the students are learning to read and write
cursive and print. Student's are also working on their
keyboarding skills. They are learning where the home row
keys are and where to place their hands.

As superintendent of schools, I am very excited that Kingman
Elementary School and Kingman Middle School are part of the
Kansas State Department of Education and the Kansas State
Board of Education school Redesign Initiative. The first 7 Redesign
districts in the state were part of the Mercury Project. KES and
KMS were selected as part of the second wave and are a Gemini 1
district. Kingman Elementary and Middle School staff conducted
much research and planning over the past two years to get to the
point of being “authorized for Launch” at the beginning of this year. 
As parents of students in KEMS, you should be noticing everything
is not “business/school as usual” but rather are seeing the results
of our Redesign Project – Gemini 1.
 
Through community forums and meetings with stakeholders across
the state over the past five years, the Kansas State Board of
Education developed a profile for what Kansans want from their
schools. Kansans want their children to have quality preschool
including all day kindergarten. They want changes made to address
school culture. They want dynamic roles for counselors and social
workers. They want collaboration between schools and businesses.
They want to Reorganize schools around Students, not the system.
They want Community Service to play a bigger role.  
 
As part of the Redesign process, teachers, the administrative team
and the USD 331 Board of Education researched opportunities for
professional learning and ultimately built a calendar for this 2019-
2020 school year that included taking all licensed teachers in the
district to the Kansas State Department of Education Annual Fall
Conference in Wichita. By scheduling Professional Learning Days
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday October 28th, 29th, and
30th, this allows us to provide this opportunity for all of our
teachers. Day one is dedicated exclusively to Redesign and we will
have the opportunity to both learn from other schools’ successes
and challenges, but also share our stories. In addition to Redesign,
there are many opportunities for teachers to select sessions that
align with their own content areas or personal interests. There will
also be messages from the Commissioner of Education for Kansas
as well as two keynote speakers that we feel will be 
very inspirational.  
 
School will resume that week on Thursday, October 31st, just in
time for Halloween parties. We know that anytime school is
canceled and parents have to work, it is inconvenient but we hope
parents will recognize that we have these Professional Learning
days for one reason – To help us improve on the art and science of
becoming better teachers for the benefit of the children.

Whole Group Reading:
Christine Frederking 
JoAnna Wooten
 
Small Group Reading: 
Margaret Adcock
Jennifer Graber
Morgan Clouse 
Joni Watkins
 
Penmanship/Keyboarding: 
Nichole Kelley 
Leann Osner

Phonics:
Kelsy Higgins
Becky Pickett
Barbara Pickett
Lisa Raney
 
English/Writing:
Jon Spexarth
Rita Gritmacker
 
Social Studies:
Molly May
 
Science:
Lindsay Shoenhofer

K-4 REDESIGN 
WHO IS TEACHING WHAT?



KEMS STUDENTS PLAY UKULELES 8th GRADE ROCKET LAUNCH
The Kingman Middle School Leadership Team attended the
Kansas Regional Student Council Conference on September
24th. The conference was hosted by the student council of
Eisenhower High School in Goddard, Kansas. Stuco teams from
all over the area met for a fun day of music, cheers, speakers,
small group activities and team building. We learned a lot about
how to keep positive, be a great role model, and to always
remember to never think "why me?" but think "try me!" National
speaker Heather Shulz spoke to the students along with KSHSAA
Student Council president Rod Garman. Stopping by DQ on the
way home was pretty nice as well. The KMS Leadership Team is
excited to bring our new knowledge and new energy to the
students of KEMS as we plan activities for the school year.  
 
Leadership Team members are:
 
7th Graders
Elizabeth Smith
Alli Harbert
Abigail Swingle
Joshua Blaha
Kory Meireis
Tevin Cremins
Dylon Bedore
Morgan Freund
Isaac Mertens

Eighty-three students at KES/KMS are playing ukuleles
this year! A set of 30 ukuleles was purchased for the
music department thanks to a USD #331 Foundation
grant. By learning to play the ukulele, students are
reinforcing note reading, keeping the beat, listening for
chord changes, working as a team and performing while
accompanying themselves.

We had a very successful 8th-grade rocket launch on
September 16th. The students did a great job of
constructing their rockets and launching. The rocket
heights were calculated using an inclinometer to
measure the angle of incline with a base of 100ft. The
inclinometer was made using a hula hoop and PVC
pipe, and making a very large protractor to measure the
angle of incline. The students then used the formula
tan(angle) X base = height to calculate all heights of
rockets launched. The highest rocket was calculated at
719 ft. The students had a great time doing this project.
They learned how to follow written instructions, work
together, use their creativity to decorate their rocket,
and apply a trigonometric function to calculate altitude.
 
A special thank you to Todd Fairchild who kindly
allowed us to launch our rockets on his farm again 
this year.

8th Graders
Cadence Simmons
Corwin Davis
Matilyn Jump
Donovan Cress
Emily Fairchild
Norah Youngers
Samantha Hall
Tristen Davidson
Blake Pence
Bo Watkins
Kelby McDorman Lessons Taught So Far

Building our Girls on the Run Team 
I am Girls on the Run
Star Power
Self-Talk Matters
Untangling Our Emotions
Healthy Habits for Life
Attitude of Gratitude
Finding My Happy Place
Real Beauty

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

KMS LEADERSHIP TEAM ATTENDS CONFERENCE 
Our 5th-7th grade classes are working on redesign in their classes; it
looks much different than the redesign happening in Kindergarten
through fourth grade. Last month we focused on the mentoring
component of redesign and this month we will talk about project time. 
 
The majority of the school day is spent on project time, which looks
like a “traditional” classroom. The kids are all together working on the
same project on the same timeline. Students are working with
teachers and classmates on rich, real-world projects. Teachers are
able to pick from over 200 projects that they guide students through.
During this time you will see collaboration, communicating, problem-
solving and real-world projects. Project time accounts for about 70% of
a students’ day. 
 
The photos here show students in Mrs. Pickering’s 5th-grade science
class working on a project. They have studied famous scientists and
created posters highlighting important facts about each person.

REDESIGN NEWS FROM 5TH, 6TH & 7TH GRADES

GIRLS ON THE RUN IN FULL SWING


