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MS. BOEN'S BABBLE

Our Eagles soar with PRIDE!

Our 5th-7th grade classes are working on redesign as well. This month we will
focus on one of the major components of the redesign and that is one-to-one
mentoring. Every child in these three grades is matched with an adult in the 
school to be a school-based mentor; this is completely separate from the Youth 
Core Mentoring.  
 
Our mentors are teachers, paraprofessionals, principals, the school nurse, the
school counselor, and even a community volunteer. These individuals meet with
their mentee student weekly, usually for about ten minutes. During this time they
focus on goal setting, monitoring progress and anything else the students wish to
discuss. This time allows for discussion on both short-term and long-term goals.
How is mentoring going so far? Well, it's best to hear it straight from the students!
 
Q:  “What do you enjoy most about mentoring time?”
 
“It gives you someone to talk to.” Isaac
“Sometimes when you meet they give you candy or food.” Sam
“It was nice to take a break from work and talk to someone.” Taryn
 
Q:  “How do you think mentoring has helped you as a student?”
 
“It helped me stay organized.” Kaden
“It gave me a role model.” Macie
“Sometimes they would help me with my work.” Abby
 
Q:  “How does spending time with your mentor make you feel?”
 
“She made me feel comfortable.” Macie
“It made me happy.” Taryn
“If I was having a bad day, it was great to have someone to help.” Abby
“It gives me confidence.” Isaac
 
The adults who mentor love it too! Included in this newsletter are a few of their
thoughts. **Please see the inside of this issue for comments.
 
Mentoring is a very valuable component of the 5th-7th grade redesign. If you ever
have questions about what we are doing or why we are doing it, please contact 
any staff member.
 
Mrs. Wallace, KMS Principal

FROM MRS. WALLACE'S DESK

As we head off into this new school year, one thing to
remember is it is so much easier to keep up than to have to
catch up. As one missed assignment or forgotten homework
turns into two, three, four, etc. it can seem overwhelming to
young students. In my house, I always try and remind my boys
it is so much easier to stay caught up than to recover from
falling behind in schoolwork! Here are some tips from
wikihow.com on how to keep ahead of school work:

STEPS
 

Make a list of what you've missed. It can be scary, but
you need to know exactly how much you have to do.
Make a plan for how you're going to do this missed work.
Dedicate at least some time during your work time to
focus on missing work as well as keeping up with 

     current deadlines.
Hand in all upcoming work on time. The goal is to not get
any further behind.
Talk to your teacher. They will appreciate knowing you
have a plan to catch up and can connect you with
resources if you are still struggling.
Talk to other students in the class. Is anyone else having
trouble? Who might be able to help you? It's worth it to
put yourself on the line to get this extra support. You
might realize that the class is hard for everyone, which
can make you feel less alone.
Try to get tutoring. Ask a teacher, friend, parent, sibling,
or other guardian for help.
Take every opportunity you can get for help. Don’t feel
ashamed for falling behind or not understanding
something. We have all been there, and your school and
everyone in it is here to help you! And if the person you
ask doesn’t know how to help, keep asking another!!
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September is National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month.
Children with obesity are at higher risk for having other chronic health
conditions and diseases, such as asthma, sleep apnea, bone and joint
problems, and type 2 diabetes. They also have more risk factors for heart
disease like high blood pressure and high cholesterol than their normal
weight peers.There are many things parents can do to help their children
achieve a healthy weight and maintain it.

 Be aware of your child’s growth. Learn how obesity is measured in
children, and use the CDC Child and Teen BMI Calculator to screen
your child for potential weight issues. (www.cdc.gov)
Provide nutritious, lower-calorie foods such as fruits and vegetables in
place of foods high in added sugars and solid fats.  
Make sure drinking water is always available as a no-calorie alternative
to sugary beverages and limit juice intake
Be a role model! Eat healthy meals and snacks and get the
recommended amount of physical activity each day. 

Speaking of activity, have you seen the school hallways yet? They have a
colorful sequence of stickers on the floor creating an interactive pathway.
Kids walk and jump around as they follow it, and there are stations along
the way for them to really get moving with jumping jacks and push-ups.
This not only increases their activity level, it makes it easier for some of
them to focus in the classroom. “Sensory play” is also crucial to brain
development – it helps to build nerve connections in the brain’s pathways,
which makes it easier for them to learn as they get older. 
 
Let’s all MOVE into a great Autumn season!

On Wednesday, August 28th, K-8 had the opportunity to see The Wacky
Science Show. Dr. Science (Marty Hahne), from Academic Entertainment,
gave us a fun and educational show about science!  The enrichment
foundation provided us with a grant this year to bring in assemblies once 
a month.

THE NURSE'S CORNER
Q:  “What do you enjoy most about mentoring time?”
 
“What I enjoy most about mentoring time is the relationship and connections I get
to make with the students. One of the things I love about the redesign curriculum is
that they place great importance on the mentoring piece. We as a staff also make
it a priority and, therefore, it happens!” Mrs. Boen
 
“I love that we have a dedicated time every day to connect with our students.
Some students naturally feel comfortable opening up to their teachers or school
officials, but some don’t. The mentoring program gives us the opportunity to take
time to get to know the students better. I enjoy sitting down with each of my
mentees and hearing about their week--their highs, their lows, the experiences and
achievements that have made them proud of themselves. We look at how their
classes are going and what goals should become their first priority during their
self-directed learning time over the next week.”  Mrs. Clover
 
“As a Principal, many times our conversations are when something is wrong.  It is
nice to be in a mentoring situation where we can focus on the good!  It’s rewarding
to get to know a student on a deeper level and truly focus on them and their
interests, needs and their progress.”
 Mrs. Wallace
 
Q:  “How do you think mentoring has helped the students?”
 
“I think the conversations in mentoring time have helped students to take a good
look at themselves, their learning habits, their goals, and how they handle their
emotions. Having a mentor in the school building to go to for advice or help is
beneficial to many of our students. The mentors also make sure that students are
keeping up with their assignments by reviewing each student's progress during the
mentoring session, which helps to keep the students on track.”  Mrs. Clover
 
“I think mentoring increases the self-esteem of many students and helps them feel
valued.”  Mrs. Allen
 
Q:  “How does spending time with your mentee make you feel?”
 
“Mentoring time is my favorite part of my day! I love to help my mentees develop a
plan to tackle a difficult focus area or to show them how to break down a project
into smaller, more manageable steps to stay on track. I love celebrating their
successes with them and seeing them grow throughout the year. Helping my
mentee set a goal, then seeing the pride on their face when they conquer that
goal--man, that is the best!”  Mrs. Clover
 
“It makes me feel like I am making a difference and in many ways it is as good for
me as it is for the student. “  Mr. Kelley

 5-6 GRADE SUMMIT MENTOR COMMENTS

OUR FIRST ASSEMBLY OF THE YEAR

4TH GRADE DISCOVERIES

As educators we are always looking for ways to improve and teach
students. These desires lead the K-4 faculty to look at different ways to
teach.The base behind our school’s redesign was to better meet the needs
of our students.  We will be implementing a morning block of rotations
starting September 3rd at 8:25 to 11:25 Monday through Thursday. The
subjects that will be taught during this block will include: whole group
reading, small group reading, English grammar, handwriting/keyboarding,
phonics, and science/social studies. Every K-4 student will rotate at his or
her instructional level. We are very excited and optimistic that these
rotations will fill developmental and cognitive gaps plus enrich 
our students.

Mrs. Gritmacker's 4th Grade class
discovered that individually these squares
didn’t make sense. Once they worked
together as a team they created this!

4th grade students have been learning
how to code with Ozobots. These
miniature robots were purchased
through a grant from the USD 331
Enrichment Foundation. Students will be
able to explore this technology during
their tech time rotation on Friday's.

K-4 REDESIGN INFORMATION


