
Background on ESSER
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) signed into law on March 11, 2021, provided
nearly $122 billion for the Elementary and Secondary School Relief Fund (ESSER).
ARP ESSER, also known as ESSER III, funds are provided to State educational
agencies in the same proportion as each State received under Title I-A of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in fiscal year (FY) 2020. The U.S.
Department of Education (ED) published Interim Final Requirements (IFR) on April 22,
2021 requiring Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) receiving ESSER III funds to submit
an LEA Plan for the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services. If
an LEA had already developed a plan for safe return to in-person instruction and
continuity of services prior to the enactment of ARP that meets the statutory
requirements of section 2001(i) but did not address all of the requirements in the IFR,
the LEA must revise and post its plan no later than six months after receiving its ESSER
III funds. This applies even if an LEA has been operating full-time in-person instruction
but does not apply to fully virtual schools and LEAs.
The IFR and ARP statute, along with other helpful resources, are located here:
• April 2021 IFR: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-04-22/pdf/2021-
08359.pdf
• ARP Act text: https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1319/BILLS-
117hr1319enr.pdf
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 School Operation
Guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schoolschildcare/
operation-strategy.html#anchor_1616080023247
• ED COVID-19 Handbook Volume I:
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening.pdf
• ED COVID-19 Handbook Volume II:
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/reopening-2.pdf
• ESEA Evidence-Based Guidance:
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
• ED FAQs for ESSER and Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER):
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/05/ESSER.GEER_.FAQs_5.26.21_745AM_FINAL
b0cd6833f6f46e03ba2d97d30aff953260028045f9ef3b18ea602db4b32b1d99.pdf
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Cordell met with stakeholders to provide meaningful in-person 
consultation to develop a plan for utilizing ARP-ESSER III funds. 

After a year of unimaginable challenges, the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ARP ESSER) presents an 
historic opportunity.  At the local level, it will be critical to use the resources equitable  and 
in a way that balances urgency and sustainability. 

Cordell Public Schools remained open during the 2020-2021 school year and learned 
many management strategies to utilize for the 2021-2022 school year.  The school will use 
local and state health agencies as resources to prevent our school being shut down during 
a pandemic situation. Cordell Public schools will use ESSER III funds to implement 
prevention and mitigation strategies consistent with CDC guidance on continuity of 
services to safely open school and conduct in-person learning. Cordell Schools plans to 
use ESSER III to maintain  the operation and continuity of services and provide security 
and technology necessary to aid educational interaction between students and their 
classroom instructors.

Cordell Public Schools will reserve 20% ($229,074.65) of our ESSER III funds to address 
the academic impact of learning loss. Cordell Public Schools will spend its remaining ARP 
ESSER III funds consistent with the uses in section 2001(e)(2) of the ARP Act.  The 
remaining amount, after reserving 20% for academic loss, is $916,298.63. Cordell Public 
Schools will follow all spending guidelines put forth by the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. Use of funds include, but are not limited to, the following:

Instruction
HVAC
New programs to meet the needs of all students including low socioeconomic, SPED, and  
homeless 
Salaries
Attendance and Social Work Services
Guidance Services
Psychological Services
Homelessness
Curriculum
Professional Development
Technology
Community Relation Services
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Operation of Buildings
Security
Safety
Vehicle Operation Services
Library Media Services
Recruitment and Placement Services
Administrative Technology Services
Care and Upkeep of Grounds
Care and Upkeep of Equipment
Vehicle Operation Services
Vehicle Servicing and Maintenance
Child Nutrition

Cordell Public Schools will ensure that the interventions it will implement, including 
but not limited to those implemented under section 2001(e)(1) will respond to the 
academic, social, emotional and mental health needs to students, and particularly 
those students disproportionately impacted by COVID-19, including students from 
low-income families, English learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students 
experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth.  Cordell Public Schools will also 
provide professional development opportunities for staff and provide summer school 
for academic loss.


