
Rush Springs Public Schools
SAFE RETURN AND CONTINUITY OF SERVICES PLAN

The Coronavirus Pandemic has created an ever-evolving, changing environment in the world
today.  As leaders of Rush Springs Public Schools, our greatest desire is to create a safe
environment for our students and staff. As a district, our decisions are driven by guidelines set
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), State Department of Education (SDE),
and state/local health department officials.

Universal and Correct Wearing of Masks
Rush Springs Public Schools will require that face coverings be worn correctly and according
to CDC guidelines IF a federal, state, or local decision to mandate them is made.

In the event of a federal, state or local mandate, masks that cover the nose and mouth area will
be required for all students and faculty/staff.  Exceptions to this will only be made because of a
medical condition or for students with developmental disabilities. A letter from a licensed
medical professional will be required to facilitate the request to not wear a mask.

Modifying Facilities to Allow for Physical Distancing
When and if necessary:

1. Building traffic will be reduced to help minimize outside exposure such as parents eating
lunch with their child, birthday events, attending assemblies, guest speakers, etc.

2. When possible, classroom desks will be spaced apart, and students will not be placed in
groups.

3. School assemblies, pep-rallies, will be minimized.

Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette
1. Touchless hand-sanitizer dispensers will be available outside classroom doors and

restrooms. Hand sanitizer will also be available in the classroom dispersed by the
teacher.

2. Frequent hand washing is requested of all school personnel and students.
3. Hygiene lessons will be added to curriculum lessons along with frequent reminders to

wash hands and/or use hand sanitizer (in the classroom, in building announcements,
etc.)



Cleaning and Maintaining Healthy Facilities
1. The school facilities will be sanitized and disinfected continuously throughout the school

day. The custodial staff will sanitize each classroom prior to the start of the school day.
Desks and other frequently-touched surfaces will be disinfected frequently during the
school day.

2. Custodial staff will receive extra training in daily sanitizing.

COVID Management and Compliance with Oklahoma State Department of Health
Regarding Quarantines, Contact Tracing, Isolation Orders, and Close Contact
Notifications
Rush Springs Public Schools will exclude any persons with an infectious disease exhibiting
symptoms of COVID from being at school. Rush Springs Public Schools, per our policy and
state law, will not knowingly permit students or staff with communicable diseases or symptoms
thereof to attend school. We have the authority to send students and staff home who exhibit
COVID symptoms, and when in doubt, we do request verification from a healthcare provider to
confirm their eligibility to return to school. We also comply with any directives of healthcare
providers regarding communicable diseases. If notified of health department involvement, we
would then defer to OSDH authority. As a school district, we do exercise the authority to send
sick people home, per the following law: 70 O.S. 1-507 No person having a communicable
disease shall be permitted to attend a private or public school, and it shall be the duty of the
parent or guardian and the school of such person, to exclude from the school until the
expiration of the period of isolation or quarantine ordered for the case, or until permission to do
so shall have been given by the county health department or the State Department of Health.

Rush Springs Public Schools will report all confirmed COVID cases to OSDH through the OSDE
COVID Reporting Tool.

Rush Springs Public Schools cannot order quarantines or define their parameters for any
individual or groups of individuals. Per guidance provided by the OSDH on September 10, 2020
last year and the law cited above, we recognize that only the OSDH can order quarantines and
their parameters:

The OSDH will determine the terms and conditions of the quarantine or isolation,
including, but not limited to, the length of the quarantine or isolation period, with
consideration made to the incubation and infectious periods of the communicable
disease.

Rush Springs Public Schools will comply and relay specific quarantine orders from the OSDH.
We understand that only the OSDH can identify individuals or groups subject to quarantine and
the parameters of the quarantine. As schools, we are not healthcare providers, and we lack
both the authority and expertise to act as a healthcare authority:

If OSDH recommends or advises a quarantine or isolation period for any individual, and
has reasonable belief that the individual is for any reason not complying with the
recommendation, OSDH can issue a quarantine or isolation order upon the individual.



Rush Springs Public Schools will perform contact tracing and communicate other healthcare
information when OSHD provides specific, written direction related to specific individuals or
groups. Due to our lack of authority to diagnose or prescribe treatments, and due to HIPAA
laws, we are severely limited in our ability to communicate regarding individual healthcare
information. We can only contact trace, announce close contacts, or otherwise risk HIPAA
confidentiality without specific OSDH authorization and direction. Rush Springs Public Schools
will act in concert with the health department when directed to do so in writing as related to a
specific case or individual(s). Rush Springs Public Schools Superintendent, Robbie Burch or his
designee(s) are the district contacts if the OSDH requires RPS to perform any specific
quarantines, contact tracing, or communication on its behalf.

A positive diagnosis does not necessarily mean shutting down a school site or the entire
district. The District will work in conjunction with local and state health department officials
in the process of contact tracing.

1. Students/Staff in quarantine and absent from school are not allowed to participate in or
attend school activities

2. The student will become a distance learner at home until he/she is deemed safe to
return to school.

Diagnostic and Screening Testing
1. Any student and/or staff member that exhibits symptoms while at school will

immediately be asked to leave the campus. If removal from the campus cannot be done
immediately, the subject will be relocated to a predetermined  isolation room until
exiting campus is possible.

2. If a student and/or staff member is sent home with a temperature, they should not
come back until fever-free for at least 24 hours without any fever-reducing medication.
If any other symptoms arise while waiting to be fever free, the student and/or faculty
member should remain home and contact a healthcare provider. If a student/faculty
member has or thinks he or she might have COVID-19, it is important to stay home and
away from other people. Staying away from others helps stop the spread of COVID-19.

3. The school may do temperature checks throughout the day on an as needed basis.

Efforts to Provide Vaccinations to School Community
Rush Springs Public Schools can/will allow the use of school facilities in an effort to aid
community vaccination efforts.  The District has and will continue to provide faculty and staff
members administrative leave to attend vaccination pods during school hours.



Appropriate Accommodations for Children with Disabilities with Respect to Health
and Safety Policies

1. In the event of a federal, state or local mandate, masks that cover the nose and mouth
area will be required for all students and faculty/staff.  Exceptions to this will only be
made because of a medical condition or for students with developmental disabilities.

2. Physical Distancing and seat assignments when applicable will be stressed in our
Special Education classrooms.

Coordination with State and Local Health Officials
Rush Springs Public Schools has and will continue to work closely with local and state health
officials in regards to the COVID-19 pandemic. District Administration relies on the expertise of
these officials  in order to provide guidance for the health and public safety of Rush Springs
students, faculty/staff, and community members.

References:

OSDH Authority over Quarantine and Isolation (OSDH MEMO to Schools from September 10, 2020)
The Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH), through the State Commissioner of Health, is
charged with the duty to control and prevent the spread of communicable disease under 63 O.S. 1-106.
This includes exercising the authority granted under 63 O.S. 1-504 to impose quarantine and isolation
upon any individual suspected or confirmed to pose a risk of transmitting a communicable disease that
is harmful to the public. The OSDH will determine the terms and conditions of the quarantine or
isolation, including, but not limited to, the length of the quarantine or isolation period, with consideration
made to the incubation and infectious periods of the communicable disease.
If OSDH recommends or advises a quarantine or isolation period for any individual, and has reasonable
belief that the individual is for any reason not complying with the recommendation, OSDH can issue a
quarantine or isolation order upon the individual. This includes any noncompliance due to a conflicting
recommendation from a non-OSDH physician. Any violation of the terms and conditions of an order for
quarantine or isolation is a violation of law. An individual who violates an order may be subject to
detainment by law enforcement for the period of quarantine or isolation and/or criminal penalties
including the conviction of a misdemeanor and/or fine.

CORONAVIRUS/COVID-19: QURANATINE FAQs FOR OKLAHOMA PUBLIC SCHOOLS (DECEMBER 7,
2020 Oklahoma State Department of Education Document)

The Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH), through its Commissioner, is charged with the duty
to control and prevent the spread of communicable disease under 63 O.S. 1-106. This power and
authority includes imposing quarantine or isolation upon any individual suspected or confirmed to be
incubating a communicable disease, 63 O.S. 1-504. The OSDH, or local public health official at a county
health department, will determine the terms and conditions of the quarantine or isolation. Such terms
and conditions include, but are not limited to, the length of the quarantine or isolation period.



If OSDH recommends or advises a quarantine or isolation period for any individual, and has reasonable
belief that the individual is for any reason not complying with the recommendation, OSDH can issue a
quarantine or isolation order upon the individual. This includes any noncompliance due to a conflicting
recommendation from a non-OSDH physician. Any violation of the terms and conditions of an order for
quarantine or isolation is a violation of law. An individual who violates an order may be subject to
detainment by law enforcement for the period of quarantine or isolation and/or criminal penalties
including the conviction of a misdemeanor and/or fine.


