
Advanced Placement
American Government & Politics

Syllabus

Course Introduction

The Advanced Placement course in United States Government and Politics is designed to give students a 
critical perspective on politics and government. This course involves both the study of general concepts 
used to interpret United States politics and the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires 
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the American political 
reality. At the conclusion of the course, students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination in the hopes of receiving college credit.

Course Overview

This course is designed to examine the institutions, participants, and processes which characterize 
political activity in the United States. The course has three objectives:

1. to introduce students to the basics or "nuts and bolts" of American national government,
2. to help students develop an analytical perspective toward the conduct of politics in the 

United States, and
3. to introduce students to the manner in which political scientists conduct research on the 

political process.

As energy shortages, inflation, unemployment, and the rights of minorities arose as prominent issues 
during the 1960s and 1970s, the public turned increasingly to the national government for solutions to 
these and other problems. Despite the conservative call for less government during the Reagan and Bush 
years, the desire for government action remains just as strong today as elements of the public demand 
solutions to homeland security, budget deficits, economic uncertainty, the rising need for improved 
education and medical care, and such social concerns as crime, abortion, and school prayer.

Seldom, however, has the public spoken with one voice on such issues. Organized interest groups and 
political parties have registered competing and, at times, contradictory demands on government. For 
example, certain groups demand that the national government should not only reduce expenditures and 
taxes but also curtail its regulatory activities so that the free market may resolve economic problems in a 
more natural and efficient manner. Other groups assert that the scope of government power and level of 
expenditures should be increased to create jobs, guarantee low cost medical care, develop alternative 
energy sources, improve educational achievement, and rectify past discriminatory practices against 
blacks, women, and other groups in society. Still other elements of the public demand that government 
authority be expanded and exercised in the areas of school prayer, abortion, pornography, and drug use.

As the divisiveness of such issues illustrates, the basis of politics is conflict-conflict over the distribution 
of wealth, over the control of public decisions, and over the values and morals which a society ought to 
pursue. Essentially then, the study of American politics involves the study of those involved in public 
conflicts and the study of the institutions charged with resolving such conflicts. Consequently, this 
course in American Government and Politics is organized around three broad topics. First, through the 
study of the Constitution, we examine the basic "rules of the game" and the logic underlying the 
structure of American government. Second, we examine those who participate in politics and raise the 
specific question of what motivates a citizen to engage in political activity and how citizens organize 
themselves for collective action. Third, we examine how the institutions of national government-the 
Presidency, the Congress, and the Supreme Court- operate to channel competition and to perform the 
essential task of choosing the winners and losers in public conflicts.

Thanks to Dennis Simon. SMU, Dallas Texas
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American Government & Politics Summary Outline

           I.Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government (5-15%) 
                 A.Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution 
                 B.Separation of powers 
                 C.Federalism 
                 D.Theories of democratic government

           II.Political beliefs and behaviors of individuals (10-20%) 
                 A.Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders 
                 B.Processes by which citizens learn about politics 
                 C.The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion 
                 D.The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life 
                 E.Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political
                    beliefs and behaviors

          III.Political parties, interest groups, and mass media: mechanisms that facilitate the
              communication of interests and preferences by like-minded citizens (10-20%) 
                 A.Political parties and elections (including their functions, organization, historical
                    development, and effects on the political process) 
                 B.Interest groups (including pacs) 
                        1.The range of interests that are or are not represented 
                        2.The activities of interest groups 
                        3.The effects of interest groups on the political process 
                        4.The unique characteristics and roles of pacs in the political process 
                 C.The mass media 
                        1.The functions and structures of the media 
                        2.The impacts of media on politics

          IV.Institutions of National Government: The Congress, the presidency, the bureaucracy,     
   and the federal courts (35-45%) 

                 A.The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of powers 
                 B.Relationships among these four institutions 
                 C.Links between these institutions and political parties, interest groups, the media,
                    subnational governments, and public opinion

           V.Public policy (5-15%) 
                 A.Policy making in a federal system 
                 B.The formation of policy agenda 
                 C.The role of institutions in the enactment of policy 
                 D.The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and
                    interpretation 
                 E.Linkages between policy processes and the following: 
                        1.Political institutions and federalism 
                        2.Political parties 
                        3.Interest groups 
                        4.Public opinion 
                        5.Elections 
                        6.Policy networks

          VI.Civil liberties and civil rights (5-15%) 
                 A.The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation 
                 B.Knowledge of substantive rights and liberties 
                 C.The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of
                    rights and liberties 
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Text:

Wilson, James Q.  American Government, 10th edition.  NY: Houghton Mifflin, 2006

Additional supplementary readings will be provided by instructor.

Specific Course Activities
Each student will be expected to:

1.  take notes during lectures;
2.  participate in classroom discussions and debates;
3.  participate in and react to simulations of political activities;
4.  read textbooks and assigned supplementary materials;
5.  complete review sheets, reaction papers and research projects.

Graduation Requirements

This course is required for graduation.  In order to successfully complete the course each student  must 
pass both the Federal and Illinois Constitution exams required by state law.  The test will be 
administered no less than 10 school days before the last day of regularly scheduled classes of the 
semester.  All re-tests must be completed 5 school days before the last regularly scheduled day of 
classes.  Failure to meet these requirements will result in failure for the semester.

6 Weeks Grades

Exams--50 %
Homework/Quizzes--40 %
Class Participation--10%

MAKE-UP POLICY

On the return from an absence it will be the student's responsibility to meet with the instructor who will 
determine the appropriate make-up schedule.  Ordinarily, late work will be penalized 50% of total 
possible points.

TARDY POLICY

The easiest way to please a teacher is to show up on time.  Be responsible by being punctual.  In 
accordance with the guidelines contained in the student handbook the instructor will be empowered to 
determine the appropriate consequences for student tardiness.

____________________________

As Ben Franklin was leaving the constitutional convention one afternoon in September 
1787, a young woman approached him and asked, “Well, Dr. Franklin, what have you 
given us?”  “A republic--if you can keep it,”  was his reply.  Keeping the Republic requires 
that teachers and students alike labor vigilantly to ensure that the shared values of  
scholarship, artisanship, and citizenship are preserved.

Welcome to our future. 
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American Government & Politics Detailed Outline:

Unit One
Beginnings: Political Essentials and Foundational Ideas

Read Wilson Chapters 2,5 and 6

Supplementary Readings:

1. Wills, Gary. “The Uses of Government.” “A Necessary Evil” - A 
History of American Distrust in Government. Chapter 24.  New 
York: Simon and Schuster. 1999. 

2. Urofsky, Melvin I.  “The Root Principles of Democracy.” 
http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/democracy/

3. Kammen, Michael, ed.  “The Nature of American 
Constitutionalism.”  The Origins of the American Constitution, 
1986.

4. Williams, Walter. “Americans are grossly ignorant of US 
Constitution,” Human Events, January 23, 1998. 

5. The United States Constitution.

6. Madison, James.  “Federalist 10.”  The Federalist Papers.

7. Totenberg, Nina.  “Supreme Court to Weigh Schools' Racial Plans.” 
National Public Radio.  Morning Edition, December 4, 2006

Key Vocabulary:

Unit One continued next page . . .
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CR1 - The course 
provides instruction 
in the constitutional 
underpinnings of the 
U.S. government

CR6 - The course 
provides instruction 
in civil rights and 
civil liberties.

CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

   Separation of Powers
Theory Illuminated

1. Federalist 51 (Theory)
2. Reserved Powers (Federalism)
3. 1st Amendment  (Media)
4. Republic (Campaigns/Elections)
5. Popular Sovereignty (Participation)
6. 12th Amendment (Political Parties)
7. Federalist 10 (Interest Groups/Money)
8. Article 2 (Executive Branch)
9. Article 1 (Legislative Branch)

10. 14th Amendment (Judicial Branch)
Due Process
Equal Protection

Proposition 1
Government is a 
necessary good



Unit One continued . . .

Activities:

1. Discuss government as a necessary good.

2. Discuss the overarching themes and essential roots of American 
government.

3. Quiz constitutional literacy.

4. Discuss landmark Supreme Court cases.  (Essential civil liberties).

5. Complete “Know Your Rights.”  Review of recent S.C. case.

6. Write S.A.L.*  Civil Rights Theme.  (Totenberg, “Supreme Court to 
Weigh School Racial Plans”).

* What is a S.A.L.? This is a writing sample which allows you to practice all 
aspects of writing.  S = summary.  Write a paragraph summary of the article.  
Use examples from the article.  A = analysis.  Write a literary analysis 
paragraph.  This is not a summary.  Assess the vocabulary, writing style and 
tone of the author.  Use examples from the article.  L = lessons.  Write a 
paragraph in which you describe the lessons learned from this article.  Use 
examples from the article.  Avoid “I.”  Be prepared to read out loud.  Check 
for spelling and grammar.  Imagine you are writing this for a major 
publication.

Unit One Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)
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CR1 - The course 
provides instruction 
in the constitutional 
underpinnings of the 
U.S. government

CR6 - The course 
provides instruction 
in civil rights and 
civil liberties.

CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

Proposition 2
We are a nation of 

[principled] law not 
[demagogic] men.

"The structure (Constitution) has been erected by architects of 
consummate skill and fidelity; its foundations are solid, its 
compartments are beautiful, as well as useful; its arrangements 
are full of wisdom and order, and its defenses are impregnable 
from without. It has been reared for immortality ... It may, 
nevertheless, perish in an hour by the folly and corruption or 
negligence of its only keepers, the people.  Republics are 
created by the virtue, public spirit and intelligence of the 
citizens. They fall when the wise are banished from the public 
councils, because they dare to be honest and the profligates are 
rewarded because they flatter the people in order to destroy 
them."

George Washington



Unit Two
Our Climate: American Political Culture and Federalism

Read Wilson Chapters 4 and 3

Supplementary Readings:

1. Will, George. “The Primacy of Culture,” Newsweek, January 18, 
1999. Pg. 64.

2. Brooks, David. “Return to National Greatness,”  Weekly Standard, 
March 3, 1997.

3. Dixit, Jay. “The Ideological Animal.”  Psychology Today.  Jan/Feb 
2007.

4. Murray, Charles.  “Prole Models.”  Wall Street Journal. February 6, 
2001.

5. Putnam, Robert.  “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social 
Capital.”  Journal of Democracy.  1995.

6. Friedman, Thomas. “11/9 vs. 9/11.”  The World is Flat:  A Brief 
History of the Twenty-First Century.  Chapter 13. New York: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.

7. Bryce, James. “Federalism.”  The American Commonwealth. NY: 
Macmillan, 1897.

8. Foer, Franklin.  “The Joy of Federalism.”  The New York Times.  
March 6, 2005.

9. Derthick, Martha. “American federalism half-full or half-empty?” 
The Brookings Review, Winter 2000. 

10. McGinnis, John. “Post-Federal Case,” National Review, September 
1, 1998. 

Key Vocabulary:

Federalism
Federalism Illuminated

1. Supremacy Clause (Theory)
2. Marble Cake (Federalism)
3. Birmingham, 1963  (Media)
4. Referendum (Campaigns/Elections)
5. The Chad (Participation)
6. Devolution (Political Parties)
7. Mandates (Interest Groups/Money)
8. Electoral College (Executive Branch)
9. Grants (Legislative Branch)

10. Jurisdiction (Judicial Branch)
Unit Two continued next page . . .
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CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

CR2 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political beliefs
and political 
behaviors.

Proposition 3
Democracy is sustained 
not only by institutions 

but by culture.



Unit Two continued . . .

Activities:

1. Discuss the importance of culture of maintaining a civil society.

2. Discuss the article “The Ideological Animal.”

3. Discuss the article “Prole Models.”

4. Discuss Robert Putnam’s concept of social capital.

5. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of Federalism.  Look at 
James Bryce.

6. Discuss the article “The Joy of Federalism.”

7. Discuss the difference between federal sticks and carrots.

8. Discuss the article “Federalism Half - Full or Half - Empty.”

9. Discuss the article “Post Federal.” 

10. Assign “Publius Returns” or “Brutus II?” Using Proquest,the on-line 
periodical index in our library, visit “Publius - the Journal of Federalism.”  
Using a publication from the last three years, read an article of interest.  The 
article must be substantive AND cannot be a book review or abstract only.  
After reading carefully:  (1) Summarize the article in one paragraph, (2) 
Assess/Analyze the article in one paragraph, (3) Discuss lessons  and 
applications in one paragraph. 50 pts.  Note: Include a copy of the article 
appropriately formatted. 

Unit Two Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)

“According to Hegel’s understanding, a free people is 
essentially sustained not by self interest alone - still less by 
traditional ties of ‘ethnicity’ and religion - but by a shared 
ethos of political and moral belief that can withstand the 
test of reason, an understanding perhaps most fully echoed 
in America by Lincoln’s evocation of the need for a 
‘political religion’ based on principles of equality and 
freedom.”

Susan Shell
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CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

CR2 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political beliefs
and political 
behaviors.

Proposition 4
Although 

fundamentally protean, 
American federalism 
continues to serve as 

the best means to limit 
an imperious national 

government..



Unit Three
Thinking and Acting:

Public Opinion and Political Participation
Read Wilson Chapters 7 and 8

Supplementary Readings:

1. Heith, Diane J. “One for All: Using Focus Groups and Opinion 
Polls in the George H.W. Bush White House,” Congress and the 
Presidency.  Spring, 2003

2. Menand, Louis.  “The Unpolitical Animal,” The New Yorker.  
August 30, 2004.

3. Toobin, Jeffrey.  “Poll Position; Annals of Law,” The New Yorker.  
September 20, 2004.

4. Ornstein, Norman.  “Why Tuesday? Making Voting Easier.  
Weekend Elections Would Be a Start,” Roll Call.  November 9, 
2005.

5. Madigan, Charles M.  “A Vote is Your Token to be in this Game,” 
Chicago Tribune.  2006.

6. Schudson, Michael.  “Good Citizens and Bad History: Today’s 
Political Ideals in Historical Perspective,”  Paper presented at 
conference on "The Transformation of Civic Life," Nashville and 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, November l2-l3, l999.

7. Levy, Steven.  “The Trouble with E-Ballots,” Newsweek.  June 28, 
2004.

Key Vocabulary:

Suffrage
Participation Illuminated

1. Social Contract (Theory)
2. 13,19,26 Amendments (Federalism)
3. Attack Ads (Media)
4. Turnout (Campaigns)
5. ‘Voting is for old people’ (Participation)
6. Critical Elections  (Pol. Parties)
7. Voting Rights. Act 1965 (Int. Groups)
8. Winner-take-all (President)
9. Single Member District (Congress)

10. “one-man one-vote (Courts)

Unit Three continued next page . . .
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CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

CR2 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political beliefs
and political 
behaviors.

Proposition 5
Public policy, once 

considered the vocation 
of a privileged gentry 

[elite], has evolved and 
thus become the by-

product of a new 
leviathan - “public 

opinion.”



Unit Three continued . . .

Activities:

1. Discuss the political socialization process.

2. Discuss the reading “One for All.”

3. Discuss the reading “The Unpolitical Animal.”

4. Discuss the article “Poll Position.”

5. Look at exit poll results from the most recent elections.  Assess 
the data.  Draw conclusions.

6. Analyze the cautionary steps in determining the veracity of public 
opinion polls.

7. Discuss demographic and institutional hurdles present in the 
voting process.

8. Complete “Are You My Mother?  A Political Journey to Find 
One’s Personal Ideological Home.”  Personal Ideological 
Inventory.

Unit Three Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)

“All voting is a sort of gaming,... I cast my vote, 
perchance, as I think right; but I am not vitally 
concerned that that right should prevail.  I am willing 
to leave it to the majority.  Its obligation, therefore, 
never exceeds that of expediency.  Even voting for the 
right is doing nothing for it.  It is only expressing  to
men feebly your desire that it should prevail...Cast 
your whole vote, not a strip of paper merely, but your
whole influence.”

 Henry D. Thoreau

“The type of authority by which society is governed 
shifted from personal authority (gentlemen) to 
interpersonal authority (parties, coalitions, and 
majorities) to impersonal authority (science, expertise, 
legal rights, and information).”

See Schudson, Michael. The Good Citizen - A  History of 
American Civic Life, 1998.
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CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

CR2 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political beliefs
and political 
behaviors.

Proposition 6
Faulting demographic 
factors or institutional 

costs for low voter 
turnout fails to 

appreciate the wisdom 
of Madison who said, 
“the very success of 
democracy depends 

upon the knowledge and 
skills of its citizens [and 

not the percentage of 
votes cast in any 

election].”



Unit Four
Organizing to Win and Gain Power:

Political Parties, Campaigns and Elections
Read Wilson Chapters 9 and 10

Supplementary Readings:

1. Broder, David.  Parties Over.  Select Passages.

2. Gettinger, Stephen. “’94 Elections: Real Revolution or Blip on 
Political Radar?,” Congressional Quarterly, November 5, 1994.

3. Galston, William A.  “Representation, Deliberation and Presidential 
Nominations:  Improving the Performance of American Political 
Parties.”

4. Stone, Walter J. and Ronald B.. Rapoport.  “It’s Perot Stupid! The 
Legacy of the 1992 Perot Movement in the Major Party System, 
1994-2000,” Political Science and Politics.  March 2001.

5. Tomasky, Michael.  “Party in Search of a Notion,” The American 
Prospect.  April, 18, 2006.

6. Ehrlich, Everett.  “Explaining the Coming Decline of the Two-Party 
System,” Washington Post.  December 14. 2003.

7. Ehrenhalt, Alan.  “Turn, Turn, Turn,” The New Republic.  January 
27, 2003.

8. Calmes, Jackie.  “Politics and Economics: Democrats’ Litmus: 
Electability; Key Issue for 2008 Race Poses Hurdles for Clinton, 
Obama,” Wall Street Journal.  January 11, 2007.

9. Fund, John,.  “How to Run a Clean Election,” Wall Street Journal.  
July 10, 2006.

10. Wills, Gary.  “The Real Scandal,” New York Review of Books, 
February 20, 1997.

11. Simon, Roger. Show Time: The American Political Circus and the 
Race for the White House. 1998 (We recommend chapter 1 entitled, 
“The ropeline.”
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CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

Proposition 7
Despite an apparent 

“anti-partisan 
realignment” [away 

from what once was a 
personal authority and 
then an interpersonal 
authority], modern 

American democracy 
[with its impersonal 

authority] is unthinkable 
save in terms of political 

parties.

CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR3 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political parties, 
interest groups, and 
mass media.

“People who don’t know why America is the land of 
promise should be here during an election.” 

Phil Burns

“I can always tell when a politician is not telling the 
truth...When he is moving his lips.” 

Will Rogers



Key Vocabulary:
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Proposition 8
The presidential 

campaign is more than a 
debate, it is an ordeal, a 

trial of character” - 
albeit reminiscent of a 

Miguel Cervantes 
character [Don 

Quixote].

CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR3 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political parties, 
interest groups, and 
mass media.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

Primer
The “Big Ten” Words

6. Big Tent
(Political Parties)

Political Parties Illuminated

1. Divided Government (Theory)
2. Tweedledum / Tweedledee (Federalism)
3. Chicago, 1968 (Media)
4. Gender Gap (Campaigns)
5. 2 Party System (Participation)
6. Base (Political Parties)
7. Platforms (Interest Groups)
8. Patronage (President)
9. Party Caucuses (Congress)

10. McCain/Feingold  (Courts)

Primer
The “Big Ten” Words

4. Handlers
(Campaigns)

Campaigns Illuminated

1. 1st Tues., after 1st Tues., ... (Theory)
2. Primary v. Caucus (Federalism)
3. Horserace Journ. (Media)
4.  Cattleshow  (Campaigns)
5. Motor - Voter (Participation)
6. Nat’l Conventions (Political Parties)
7. PACs (Interest Groups)
8. Approval Ratings (President)
9. Incumbency (Congress)

10. Bush v.Gore  (Courts)



Activities:

1. Discuss why political parties exist.

2. Discuss the function of political parties.

3. Discuss why the U.S. has a two-party system.

4. Discuss the history and consequence of the major third parties in 
American political history.

5. Complete the assignment “Fight for the Right to Political Party.”
Visit the Democratic and Republican Party web sites.  Quote 
directly from their home pages three distinct views.  For each 
quote cite the exact internet address. For the other parties listed - 
or ten other minor parties of your choice -  (visit their sites at 
http://www.greyhawkes.com/ps/parties.html) explain what their 
primary reason for existence is and provide their candidate for 
President in any of the last two elections (include their vote totals 
where possible).  Include as well any available information 
regarding any upcoming election.

6. Discuss the fundamentals of the modern political campaign.

7. Discuss the primary phase of an election cycle.

8. Discuss the general election phase of an election cycle.

9. Students will complete presentations of campaign finance.
Read up on the issue of campaign finance reform.  Prepare a brief 
statement as to your position.  Prepare at least five (5) questions to 
ask other members of Congress.  You will be evaluated on your 
written statement, prepared questions, preparedness and poise in 
presenting your position.  You may use notes in your presentation. 

10. Students will complete the Campaign Book Review.
 Campaign Book Assignment - In recent years, the campaign book 
has become required reading.  Two from the Clinton era that I 
would recommend are Roger Simon’s  Show-Time... and  Dick 
Morris’ Behind the Oval Office... From the library select a 
comparable book.  Read ONE chapter and write a single page 
review.  Your review, although for only a chapter, should be 
modeled stylistically after a formal book review.  For examples of 
this style see “The N.Y. Times Book Review” or “The N.Y. 
Review of Books.”  The most noted author in this genre is the 
Pulitzer Prize winner Theodore White.

Unit Four Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)
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CR7 - The course 
provides students 
with practice in 
analyzing and 
interpreting data and 
other information 
relevant to U.S. 
government and 
politics.

CR3 - The course 
provides instruction 
in political parties, 
interest groups, and 
mass media.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.



Unit Five
The President and His [Gate]Keepers
The Executive Branch and the Media

Read Wilson Chapters 12 and 14

Supplementary Readings:

1. Fallows, James. “Why Americans Hate the Media,” Atlantic 
Monthly, February 1996. 

2. Lapham, Lewis. “Goliath,” Harper’s, March, 2000.  

3. Cohen, Richard. “Gatekeepers No More,” Washington Post, 
September 17, 1998. 

4. Moe, Terry M. and Wm. G. Howell.  “Unilateral action and 
presidential power: A Theory,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, 
December 1999.  

5. Weatherford, M. Stephen and Lorraine M. McDonnell.  “Clinton 
and the Economy: The Paradox of Policy Success and Political 
Mishap,” Political Science Quarterly, vol. 111,no. 3, 1996.  

6. Rochelle, Warren G.  “The Literary Presidency,”  Presidential 
Studies Quarterly, June 1999.

7. Boorstin, Daniel J.  The Image: A Guide to Pseudo-Events in 
America, “Introduction.”  1961.

8. Posner, Richard A.  “Bad News,” New York Times.  July 31, 2005.

9. Alterman, Eric.  “What Liberal Media?,” The Nation.  February 24, 
2003.

10. Harris, John.  “Clinton Reconsidered,” The Atlantic Monthly.  July 
2005.

11. Greenfield, Jeff.  The People’s Choice.  “Interlude.”  1995.

12. Gonyea, Don.  NPR Radio “All Things Considered.”  Profile:  
Looking Back At President Bush’s First Term in Office.  January 9, 
2005.

13. Taylor Jr., Stuart.  “The Man Who Would Be King,” The Atlantic 
Monthly.  April 2006.

14. Gould, Lewis L.  Remarks at the Center for American History, The 
University of Texas at Austin, May 6, 2003, on the occassion of a 
talk and book signing.  The Modern American Presidency.  2003.
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with practice in 
analyzing and 
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CR3 - The course 
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in political parties, 
interest groups, and 
mass media.

CR8 - The course 
includes supplemental 
readings, including 
primary source 
materials (such as The 
Federalist Papers) 
and contemporary 
news analyses.

CR9 - The course 
requires students to 
answer analytical and 
interpretive free - 
response questions on 
a frequent basis.

CR4 - The course 
provides instruction 
in institutions of 
national government.

Proposition 9
The prophet spoke in 
double entendre when 

he said, “Do not tell it in 
Gath,” [truly the 

relationship between 
media and politics is 

love - hate].



                                                 Key Vocabulary:
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Proposition 10
Take it from the horse’s 
mouth, “The presidency 

has made every man 
who occupied it, no 
matter how small, 

bigger than he was; and 
no matter how big, not 

big enough for its 
demands, [LBJ].

Big Ten: 4th Estate
(Media)

1. Preferred Position
(Theory)

2. Pseudo-Events
(Federalism)

3. Watchdog (Media)
4. Saturation Coverage

(Campaigns)
5. Exit Poll (Participation)
6. Spin (Political Parties)
7. Direct Mail

(Interest Groups)
8. Image (President)
9. C-SPAN (Congress)

10. NYTimesv.US (Courts)

Big Ten: Bully Pulpit
(President)

1. Energetic President
(Theory)

2. New Deal (Federalism)
3. Chief of State (Media)
4. Coattails (Campaigns)
5. Mandate (Participation)
6. State of the Union

(Political Parties)
7. Revolving Door

(Interest Groups)
8. Chief Executive

(President)
9. Veto  (Congress)

10. US v. Nixon (Courts)



                                                       Activities:

1. Define the media as our “4th Estate.”

Discuss Douglas Carter’s claim that media takes on the 
characteristics of the other branches.  Media w/ popular 
sovereignty; media and federalism; media w/ separation of powers; 
media w/ checks and balances.

2. Discuss the role of media as gatekeeper, scorekeeper and 
watchdog.

3. Read “Scoop” and write a one paragraph editorial to this prompt: 
“The Internet will prove once and for all that our fetish over 
‘freedom of the press’ is at best a Pyrrhic victory.”

4. Analyze and Assess Joseph Pulitzer’s quote in light of today’s 
media:

“Our Republic and its press will rise and fall together.  An able, 
disinterested, public spirited press, with trained intelligence to 
know the right and courage to do it can preserve that public virtue 
without which popular government is a sham and mockery.  A 
cynical, mercenary, demagogic press will produce in time a people 
as base as itself.  The power to mould the future republic will be in 
the hands of the journalists of future generations.”

5. Link to the “Local TV News Project” at  http://www.journalism.org.  
Peruse their “State of the News Media.”  Write a paragraph 
summary.  Include in your summary your own response.

6. Choose (10) major metro daily papers and chart either their 
headlines or lead editorials for one day.  In a singel paragraph 
summarize your findings.  Are people across America getting the 
same news?  Gatekeepers? Scorekeepers? or Watchdogs?

7. Link to the infamous but controversial Drudge Report 
(http://www.drudgereport.com).  Read his column for two days in a 
row.  Link to at least three (3) different political columnists as 
indexed on his web page.  Compare and contrast both the content 
and style.  Should Matt Drudge be feared?

8. Analyze the nightly news as broadcast by the major networks 
(ABC, NBC, CBS) on the day of your birthday.  In a paragraph 
summary, compare and contrast how the news was covered on that 
day.  Data can be collected at: http://tvnews.vanderbilt.edu/.  You 
may need to register at no cost.

9. Discuss the Constitutional prerequisites to be President.

10. Define and rank Presidential Roles:  Chief of State, Commander in 
Chief, Chief Legislator, Chief Executive, Chief of Party, Chief 
Diplomant
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11. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the Electoral College.

12. Create the perfect President.

Presidential Qualities: clever, aloof, pleasant, naive, gentle, 
intelligent, insensitive, competitive, mature, sociable, humane, 
unselfish, cooperative, compassionate, deceitful, charismatic, 
charitable, articulate, heartless, obliging, shrewd, honest, outgoing, 
dependable, ruthless, pompous, brave, ethical, sincere, cunning.

1. List 15 desirable “qualities” from the list above
2. List 5 ESSENTIAL “qualities” from the list above.  Explain    

EACH choice.
3. List 5 UNDESIRABLE “qualities” from the list above.  Explain 

EACH choice.

13. Compare and contrast the leadership styles of President Clinton and 
President Bush.

14. Identify the leading sources of influence on the President.  Assess 
their role in increasing or limiting presidential power:

Look at the citizenry; mass media; political parties; subnational 
political elites; clientele groups; bureaucracy; Supreme Court; 
Congress; Advisory System.

15. Discuss factors which affect presidential approval ratings.  Define 
bully pulpit.

Unit Five Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)

“We should underrate their [the media] importance if we thought they 
just guaranteed liberty. . . they maintain civilization.”

                           
Alexis de Tocqueville

“No feature of the Hiss Case is more obvious, or more 
troubling...than the jagged fissure, which it did not so much open as 
reveal, between the plain men and women of the nation...It was not 
invariably, but in general, the ‘best people’ who were for Alger Hiss 
and who were prepared to go to any length for him.  [As a result] it 
means the simple failure of the ability to distinguish between reality 
and unreality, and, in a nation, is a warning of the end.”

                                                               
Whittaker Chambers

“The difference between the almost right word and the right word is 
really a large matter - tis’ the difference between the lightening bug 
and the lightening.”

                          Mark Twain
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Unit Six
Let’s Play Government:

The Federal Bureaucracy and the Art of Public Policy
Read Wilson Chapters 15 and 17

Supplementary Readings:

1. Richardson, Elliot.  “Bureaucratics,” Reflections of a Radical 
Moderate.  1996.

2. Epstein, Richard A.  “Executive Power on Steroids,” Wall Street 
Journal, February, 13, 2006.

3. Mahon, James Edwin.  “Bureaucracy Under Attack,” The Review of 
Politics, Winter 2005.

4. Crowley, Michael, “Playing Defense,” The New Republic, March 15, 
2004.

5. Saturno, James V.  The Federalist Budget Process:  A Brief Outline.  
Specialist on the Congress, Government Division.  April 26, 1996.  
96-368 GOV.

6. Wilson, Woodrow.  The Study of Administration.  November 1, 1886.

7. H.R. 3763 Sarbanes-Oxley Act (2002).

Activities:

1. Define Bureaucracy.  Briefly discuss the history of the growth of 
the federal government.

2. Define Iron Triangles.  Look at examples.

3. Present a partial list of bureaucratic agencies.  Complete “The Cuts 
Start Here.”

The following is only a PARTIAL list of those bureaucratic 
‘agencies’  or functions of the Federal Government which are being 
considered for spending cuts.  The Administration claims, as did 
those administrations before him, that cutting the fat is not as easy 
as it looks.  Let us see if they are correct.   

For three of the following:
1.  Identify its purpose.  When was it created?  By whom? 
2.  Number of employees.  Annual Budget.
3.  Advantages and Disadvantages of “cutting the fat” here? 

4. Look at various attempts by recent administrations to “reinvent 
government.”

5. Case Study: Homeland Security.

6. Case Study: The Federal Budget Process.
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Unit Six Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)
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Proposition 11
Ironically, he who 

initiated our ‘loudest 
dissent’ provided us 
with the most sound 
‘advice’, “...Idealism 

without pragmatism is 
impotent - pragmatism 

without idealism is 
meaningless,” (Richard 
Nixon).  Let that be our 

lesson from this 
course...

“The credit belongs to the 
man who is actually in the 

arena, whose face is marred 
with sweat and dust and 

blood; who strives valiantly; 
who errs and comes short 

again and again; who knows 
the great enthusiasms, the 

great devotions, and spends 
himself in a worthy cause; 
and who, if he fails, at least 
fails while doing greatly, so 
that his place shall never be 
with those cold and timid 
souls who know neither 

victory nor defeat.”  
Theodore Roosevelt 



Unit Seven
And Justice For All

The Federal Courts as Final Arbritrator
Read Wilson Chapter 16

Supplementary Readings:

1.  “The End of Democracy?  The Judicial Usurpation of Politics,” First 
Things symposium, November 1996.

2. York, Byron.  “Back to Bork,” The Atlantic Monthly, March 2003.

3. Brennan, Jr. William J.  How the Supreme Court Arrives at 
Decisions.  Essay.

4. Toobin, Jeffrey.  “Swing Shift: How Anthony Kennedy’s Passion for 
Foreign Law Could Change the Supreme Court,” New Yorker, 
September 12, 2005.

5. Biskupic, Joan.  “The Court of Last Resort: ‘The Supremes’ Are 
America’s Ultimate Arbiters,” The Washington Post, October 9, 
1996.

6. Hamilton, Alexander.  Federalist 78.  June 14, 1788.

7. Taylor Jr., Stuart.  “Remote Control,” The Atlantic Monthly, 
September 2005.

8. Barnhart, Bill.  “Roberts Strives for Consensus on Court,” Chicago 
Tribune, February 2, 2007.

9. Wittes, Benjamin.  “Without Precedent,” The Atlantic Monthly, 
September 2005.

10. Bazelon, Emily.  “What Would Zimbabwe Do?,” The Atlantic 
Monthly, November 2005.

“When Aristotle praised justice as the first virtue of 
political life, he did so in such a way as to suggest that a 
community which lacks practical agreement on a 
conception of justice must also lack the necessary basis for 
political community.”  
                                                      Alasdair  MacIntyre
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Proposition 12
The often hyperbolized 
hubris of the courts has 
been supplanted by the 

stark reality that 
democratic self-
governance is 

jeopardized by the 
judicial usurpation of 

politics.



 Key Vocabulary:

Activities:

1. Review a brief history of the United States Supreme Court.  
Review ten critical landmark cases.

2. Discuss the judicial appoint process along with the Senate 
confirmation process.

3. Place the current Supreme Court into their ideological blocks.

4. Explore the decision making process of the federal judiciary.

5. Complete “You Decide,” an assessment of current jurisprudence 
issues.

6. Analyze the current criticism that today’s Supreme Court has 
entered “the political thicket.”

Unit Seven Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)
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10.
Rule of Law

Courts

1. Judicial Review 
(Theory)

2. Selective Incorportation
    (Federalism)

3. Docket 
(Media)

4. Justice is blind
(Campaigns)

5. Opinion of the Court
(Participation)

6. Bork
(Political Parties)

7. Amicus Curiae
(Interest Groups)

8. Litmus Test
(President)

9. Mark-Up
Congress)

10. Jurisprudence
(Courts)
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Unit Eight
Where the People Rule:

Interest Groups and Congress
Read Wilson Chapters 11 and 13

Supplementary Readings:

1. Ferguson, Andrew.  “A Lobbyist’s Progress,” Weekly Standard, 
December 20, 2004.

2. Birnbaum, Jeffrey.  “The Lobbyists: How Influence Peddlers Get 
Their Way in Washington,” Booknotes Interview.  C-Span.  January 
10, 1993.

3. Bryant, Jay.  “In Defense of Lobbying...Our Right to Petition,” All 
Things Considered.  NPR.  May 6, 2005.

4. O’Rourke, P.J. “No Apparent Motive,” The Atlantic Monthly, 
November 2002.

5. Hertzberg, Hendrik.  “The Education of Mr. Smith,” Esquire, 
February 1986.

6. Cummings, Jeanne.  “Politics and Economics: Redistricting: Home 
to Roost; How Republicans’ Gerrymandering Efforts May Have 
Backfired,” Wall Street Journal, November 10, 2006.

7. Editorial Board. “Incumbency Over Ideas,” Wall Street Journal, 
January 9, 2006.

8. Editorial Board.  “The Gerrymander Gauntlet,” Wall Street Journal, 
March 11, 2005.

9. Toobin, Jeffrey.  “The Great Election Grab,” New Yorker, December 
8, 2003.

10. Broder, David.  “Don’t Bet On Bipartisan Niceties,” Washington 
Post, January 1, 2003.

11. Jacobson, Louis..  “Ten Bills That Really Mattered,” Roll Call, May 
3, 2005.

12. Silverstein, Ken.  “The Great American Pork Barrel,” Harper’s 
Magazine, July 2005.

13. Cohen, Richard.  “Checking and Balancing,” National Review, April 
20, 2002.

14. Mayhew, David.  “Supermajority Rule in the U.S. Senate,” James 
Madison Lecture.  American Political Science Association Annual 
Meeting 2002.

15. Taibbi, Matt.  “Four Amendments and a Funeral,” Rolling Stone, 
August 25, 2005.
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Proposition 13
The symbiotic 

relationship between 
Congress and the 

“special interests” is not 
to be considered a bane 
but a boon...essential to 

democracy.



16. Schousen, Matthew M.  “The Republican Takeover of Congress:  A 
Revolution without Revolutionary Change,” Congress and the 
Presidency, Autumn 1997.

17. King, Anthony.  “Running Scared,” Atlantic Monthly, January 1997.

Key Vocabulary:
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Mother’s Milk
(Interest Groups)

1. Minority Rts
(Theory)

2. Access points
(Federalism)

3. 527s
(Media)

4. Grassroots
(Campaigns)

5. Silent vote
(Participation)

6. Single-issue voting
(Pol. Parties)

7. K Street
(Interest Groups)

8. Executive Orders
(President)

9. Lobbying
(Congress)

10. Brwn v. Board
(Courts) Cup and Saucer

(Congress)
1. Necessary and Proper

(Theory)
2. Amend. Process

(Federalism)
3. Special orders

(Media)
4. Franking

(Campaigns)
5. Gerrymandering

(Participation)
6. Leadership

(Political Parties)
7. Logrolling

(Interest Groups)
8. Iron Triangle

(President)
9. Constituent 

Service
(Congress)

10. Commerce Clause
(Courts)



Activities:

1. Interest Groups on the Web:  Using the World Wide Web and its 
resources follow the guidelines below and investigate the presence 
and impact of special interests upon the American political scene. Go 
to http://www.politicalindex.com.  Link to #10 Political Activist 
Groups.  List at least two groups from each of at least ten (10) 
different categories.  For three of your twenty (20) groups listed 
provide the following: a. name  b. its purpose  c. how the group 
attempts to influence government   d. interesting/pertinent 
information   NOTE: Make sure to pick only those groups that 
maintain a complete web site.

2. Look at a list of lobbying techniques.  Rank in order of effectiveness.  
Based upon research from Journal of Politics, 45 (1988) pp 351-375.

3. Congressional Unit Focus Question - “The structure of Congress is 
so complex that it seems remarkable that legislation gets passed at 
all.  Because of the bicameral division of Congress, bills have two 
sets of committee hurdles to clear.  Moreover, recent reforms have 
decentralized power, so that the job of Congress is harder than ever.”  
Evaluate this observation by analyzing all of the following: the 
informal and formal organization of Congress, the leadership and 
committee systems, and the congressional legislative process.

4. Look at the demographic make-up of the 110th Congress.  See 
Russell Seitz “Congressional Math,” Wall Street Journal, November 
11, 2005.

5. Discuss the importance of incumbency.  Look at Gerrymandering 
examples.  Assess recent Supreme Court decisions regarding the 
practice of political and racial gerrymandering.

6. Discuss the enumerated powers of Congress.

7. Look at the Party Unity Data Set.  Summarize and List 5 
observations.  Analyze Significance.

8. Define and discuss the leadership positions of Congress.

9. Define and discuss the committee structure of Congress.  Explain 
why it has been said, “Congress at work is Congress in committee.”

10. Review Iron Triangles.

11. Making Policy - Following the Legislative Journey.
Otto von Bismark onces said, “Anyone who loves law or sausage 
should not watch either being made.”  You will be asked to carefully 
disregard Bismark’s warning and follow a particular pieceof 
legislation facing our current 108th Congress.  The Internet has made 
this significantly easier.Follow the guidelines below and complete by 
the date provided in class.  GO to the following site:  
http://thomas.loc.gov. Link to “Bills” “By popular/short title” and 
find a current piece of legislation.  I would highly encourage you to 
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pick a bill that in some way would assist you and/or your interests.  
Once you identify a particular piece of legislation perform the 
following  tasks: (1) Title of the legislation (Include its 
orginiation/appropriate numbers), (2) Key sponsors (note the 
particular political party of the sponsors), (3) Bill summary (Brief 
paragraph explaining the contents), (4) Legislative history (walk us 
through the process), (5) Current status, (6) Personal reaction (Brief 
paragraph in which you respond to the legislative process).

12. Chart out the Legislative Process.  Look at the primary hurdles.  
Discuss which are the most obstructive.  Primary Hurdles: Party 
voting,Strong Speaker, Highly specialized committee system, 
Ideological caucuses, Large staffs, Support by the President, 
Filibuster, “Closed Rule.”

13. Legislative Lingo: You are to craft a short story about a bill’s path 
through the legislative process using a variety of the following 
characters and terms.  The characters and process should be based on 
fact, but other aspects of the story can be fictionalized.  It is 
suggested that you use newspapers and other internet sources to 
conduct research that will bring this short story to life.  Your story 
must include the following elements (list provided in class).

14. Look at and discuss the politics of filibustering.

15. Discuss the significance of Anthony King’s thesis, “Running 
Scared.”  Assess his practical solutions.

Unit Eight Test

Multiple Choice + Identifications + AP Free Response Question(s)

“Ignorance, idleness and vice may be sometimes the only 
ingre-dients for qualifying a legislator.”

J.Swift

“Govern a great nation as you would cook a small fish - do 
not overdo it.”

Confucious

A popular government without popular information or the 
means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce...

James Madison

“The lifting of the eyelids of the world is what Democracy means.”      Louis Sullivan
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