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Welcome   to   physics!      Physics   is   the   study   of   how   things   work   and   move;   everything   from 

electrons   to   galaxies.      In   other   words,   physics   is   the   study   of   nature,   and   according   to   Einstein, 
“math   is   the   language   nature   uses   to   describe   her   wonders.”      So   yes,   there   will   be   math.      But 
don’t   worry,   it’s   not   like   it’s   rocket   science   or   anything…(well,   maybe   just   a   little). 
 

In   the   first   semester   we   will   be   studying   lab   safety,   the   history   of   physics,   vectors, 
projectiles,   forces,   Newton’s   Laws   of   Motion,   work,   power,   energy,   and   momentum.      The   second 
semester   will   cover   thermodynamics,   electricity,   magnetism,   mechanical   waves,   electromagnetic 
waves,   and   optics.  

To   succeed   in   physics,   you   will   need   to   come   class   prepared   to   learn.      This   means   having 
paper,   writing   utensils,   and   your   book.      I   know   how   busy   the   life   a   teenager   can   be,   so   I   try   to 
give   you   at   least   fifteen   minutes   of   class   time   to   complete   your   homework,   please   take   advantage 
of   this   time,   don’t   use   it   for   a   nap   or   to   gossip.  
 
How   will   I   be   graded   in   this   class? 

Grades   will   not   be   given,   they   will   be   earned.      You   will   be   graded   on   labs,   reports, 
homework,   warm-ups,   tests   and   projects.      There   will   be   a    minimum    of   three   tests   and   ten   daily 
grades   a   six   weeks. 
 

Every   assignment   will   be   given   a   point   value.      Grades   will   be   calculated   based   upon 
points   earned   divided   by   the   total   points   available   and   multiplied   by   weight.      The   sections   are 
weighted   as   follows: 

o Tests,      reports,   and   projects 60% 
o Quizzes   and   labs 25% 
o Classwork   and   homework 15% 

  
Please   note:   if   you   are   absent,   it   is   your   responsibility   to   complete   make-up   assignments 

in   a   reasonable   amount   of   time   (1   day   for   each   day   missed:   see   Student   Handbook).      It   is   also 
your   responsibility   to   obtain   make-up   work   from   the   absent   folder   during   non-class   time.      It   is 
best   to   get   your   absent   work   during   morning   tutorials. 

 
If   you   are   absent   for   a   test   you   are   required   to   make   the   test   up   either   before   or   after 

school.      You   will   not   be   given   class   time   to   make   up   a   test.      If   you   are   absent   for   the   review 
before   a   test,   you   will   still   take   the   test   when   it   is   given   during   the   class   period.      There   will   be   no 
surprise   tests;   there   will   be   plenty   of   warning   before   hand.      The   only   time   you   will   not   have   to 
take   a   test   on   the   day   it   is   given   is   if   you   have   missed   several   days   of   instruction   before   the   test. 
The   retest   policy   for   the   science   departments   is   as   follows:  

Any   grade   below   a   70   can   be   retaken   or   redone   if   the   grade   was   made   on   the   first 
attempt   to   complete   the   assignment   and   redone   within   a   minimum   of   five   days.   Tests 
must   be   redone   within   five   days   after   the   students   have   been   notified   of   a   grade   below   70. 
Students   must   attend   a   tutorial   session   before   the   retake   of   the   test.   The   Retest   will   be 
different   from   the   original   test   with   a   maximum   grade   of   70%.  
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There   will   be    six   major   projects    throughout   the   year,   one   project   per   six   weeks.      Some 
will   be   group   projects   while   others   will   be   done   individually.      These   projects   will   be   done 
outside   of   the   classroom.      You   will   have   at   least   three   weeks   to   work   on   these   projects.  

Projects   are    due   on   or   before    the   due   date.      If   you   know   you   are   going   to   be   absent   on 
project   day,   you   must   bring   it   in   early.  
When   do   you   have   tutorials? 

Morning   tutorials   are   from   7:30-7:55   and   afternoon   tutorials   are   from   3:39-4:00.      I   am 
available   Monday,   Tuesday,   Wednesday   and   Friday   for   morning   tutorials   and   Monday,   Tuesday, 
and   Friday   for   afternoon   tutorials. 
 
What   are   the   expectations   for   behavior   in   this   class? 

Of   course,   students   are   required   to   follow   all   school   policies,   as   listed   in   the   Student 
Handbook.      While   in   this   classroom,   you   are   also   expected   to   adhere   to   the   following   guidelines: 

o Respect   yourself   (be   on   time,   prepared,   accept   responsibility,   set   high   goals). 
o Respect   others   (be   courteous,   be   helpful,   accept   differences). 
o Respect   and   care   for   the   room,   the   class   materials,   and   the   property   of   others. 
o Do   any   class   assignments   to   the   best   of   your   ability 

 
If   the   student   does   not   meet   the   expected   classroom   behavior,   he/she   will   face   swift   and 

consistent   consequences.      These   consequences   may   vary,   based   upon   school   policy,   severity   of 
behavior,   and/or   student’s   intent.      Typical   consequences   include: 

o Verbal   corrections 
o Conference   with   student 
o Conference   with   parent/guardian   (by   phone,   email,   or   in-person) 
o Detention 
o Office   referral 

 
If   you   have   any   questions   or   comments,   my   email   is    jcrane@tarkingtonisd.net    and   you 

can   call   the   front   office   to   set   up   a   conference   time.  
 
Class   Supplies:  
Five-subject   spiral   (college   ruled) 
5x5   Graph   Paper 
Small   Post-it   notes 
Pens   and   Pencils 
Google   Account   (you   will   do   work   on   the   computer   and   will   need   to   share   it   with   me) 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Julie   Crane 
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Parents,  
 
It   is   very   important   that   I   am   able   to   reach   you   during   the   school   year.      Please   fill   in   the 
following   information   and   return   it   to   school   with   your   child.      (Your   student   will   get   a   homework 
grade   for   returning   this   paper   before   Friday   August   30) 
 
Student’s   Printed   Name   _______________________________________ 

Student   Signature   ____________________________________________ 

Parent’s   Printed   Name   _________________________________________ 

Parent   Signature   _____________________________________________ 

Home   Phone   ________________________________________________ 

Cell   Phone   __________________________________________________ 

Other   Phone   ________________________________________________ 

Address   ____________________________________________________ 

Parent   E-mail   ________________________________________________ 

Please   describe   any   special   concerns   you   have   for   your   child   (optional) 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank   you   for   completing   this   form.      The   information   you   provided   will   allow   us   to 
communicate   throughout   the   year   about   your   child’s   progress. 
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