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RE-ENTRY PLAN

Jay Public Schools core mission is to educate children. We are committed to
“excellence”. We will continue to serve students traditionally with the in-person format
during the 2022-2023 school year. We will also continue to offer our virtual learning
online to meet the needs of all students. All students enrolled in JPS will automatically
be enrolled in our traditional setting, unless the virtual application is completed and
approved by administration.

Jay Public Schools is committed to the safety and well-being of our students and staff.
Therefore, it is important for all of us to understand how we need to be consistent and
vigilant in providing these safeguards. The most important safeguard is to monitor his or
her own health. The district is proactively monitoring the COVID-19 infection rate and
will act in accordance with the Governor’s executive orders as well as state and local
health mandates.

We have listed important safety protocols that will be in place to limit exposure and
transmission of COVID-19. Please remember the information is being communicated so
that we can all begin school with a shared understanding of our responsibility to help
keep everyone safe.  All plans are subject to change as new guidelines or mandates are
available or if positive cases become more prevalent within our district. We will follow
the State Law Title 70 1210.189 and protocols will reflect the state language.

LEARNING OPTIONS

JPS is offering (Traditional)  in-person instruction for grades Pre-K through 12th.
JPS is offering a full-time Virtual option for grades Kindergarten through 12th.
Virtual students must enroll at the beginning of each semester and complete a
semester.
Edgenuity will be our Content Management System used for our Virtual Learning
Distance Learning is available  for students who have tested positive for
COVID-19, or for students who need to stay home due to following CDC
guidelines.
Distance Learning will be used if we have to close school due to the pandemic or
any other reason. Learning will continue through the classroom teachers’ Google
Classroom that they use in the traditional setting.
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All options will meet Oklahoma State Academic Standards and credit will be
given when students have successfully met Jay Public Schools’ grading
requirements, according to district policy.

SLOWING THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

Continue practicing healthy behaviors such as frequent handwashing and staying
home  when you feel sick.  These things should be practiced anytime of the year.
Social distancing is encouraged to the extent possible in cafeterias, hallways,
gymnasiums, etc.
The Oklahoma Health Department encourages those who are eligible to obtain
their vaccination.
Offering free covid tests to students, staff & volunteers who request a test

MASKS/FACE COVERINGS

Oklahoma Senate Bill 658, effective July 1, 2021, restricts the mandatory
enforcement of masks in school unless a State of Emergency is declared by the
Governor, consultation with local and state officials, and school board
consideration.
Masks will be optional for students, employees and visitors, but recommended
when social distancing can not be maintained.

MONITOR FOR SYMPTOMS

Parents/guardians are asked to screen (Self-Assessment Checklist) their child
each day prior to sending them to school.
Please do not send your child to school if their temperature is 100.4 degrees or
higher.
Students and staff should stay home if experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or
any other illness.
If a student begins displaying COVID-19 symptoms at school, he/she should
report to the nurse’s office immediately.

POSITIVE COVID-19 CASES
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Students or staff who test positive may return to school after following the CDC
guidelines:
While out of school,students will be educated through Distance Learning (Google
Classroom).

CLOSE CONTACT

Students and  parents/guardians will be notified if it is confirmed their student has
been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19.
It is recommended that the person who is a close contact follow CDC
guidelines.
. Free testing will be available for  students and staff.

TRANSPORTATION

Masks are optional, but recommended on buses.
Bus drivers will keep a seating chart.
Windows will be kept open when possible.
Buses will be disinfected routinely.
Hand sanitizer will be available for students.

MEALS
Increased physical distancing will be a focus when possible.

Each site will determine protocols for feeding students
Students enrolled in Virtual School will pick their meals up at the High School
cafeteria. For questions please contact 918.253.4293 Ext. 3290

ATHLETICS & EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Procedures for athletics and extracurricular activities will be based on
recommendations from OSSAA and our local health professionals. Information
about practices and precautions will be communicated through each activity’s
sponsor or department.
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PARENTS & VISITORS

Parents and visitors are encouraged to complete a self assessment check
Self-Assessment Checklist
Masks are optional, but recommended.
School sites and administration will have the flexibility to approve volunteer
activities.

VACCINATIONS

In accordance with the Oklahoma law, Jay Public Schools is not requiring
COVID-19 vaccines for students or staff.

ACADEMICS & GROWTH

Our core mission is to educate children. This is a tremendous challenge during
this public health crisis. Jay Public Schools is committed to ensure learning is
taking place throughout the school year, although we may have disruptions due
to possible positive diagnoses.

For the 2022-2023 school year, our goal is to provide our traditional learning
format with a blended approach for families who may be impacted with health
concerns. This could be for an individual who needs to be isolated or
quarantined, as well as a short period of time where family members are
experiencing COVID-19 related symptoms.

ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY

Every student 6th -12th grade will be issued a technology device. Students 6th
-12th grade will be able to take their devices home daily following the Technology
Policy Guidelines. Devices for 2nd - 5th grade students are available to use at
school and can be checked out as necessary.  Hot spots will be available.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

CLEANING PROTOCOLS - Jay Schools use EPA recommended cleaning
products and CDC recommended disinfecting procedures.  Increased cleaning
and disinfecting measures will be implemented in the following areas throughout
the day:

a. Bathrooms
i. Additional sanitization using disinfecting sprayers each day after

lunch and the end of the day.
b. Classrooms

i. Each classroom will be sanitized regularly using a disinfecting
sprayer.

ii. Each classroom will have sanitation supplies for teachers to
disinfect as needed.

iii. Each classroom will have hand sanitizer for students and staff to
sanitize hands in classrooms where soap and water are not
available

c. .  Cafeteria
i. Students will sanitize their hands before entering the serving line.
ii. Students will practice physical distancing as much as space allows.
iii. Additional locations, when needed, will be utilized to assist with social

distancing.
iv. Serving lines will be modified, if needed, to minimize the contamination
of food being served and assist with social distancing.

Hand Washing - Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20
seconds, especially after you have been in a public place or after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use a
hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.  The district has installed
touchless hand sanitizer stations throughout each building and these are filled
with sanitizer that meets the CDC recommendations.  These are readily available
every day for use by all staff, students, and visitors.  Cover all surfaces of your
hands and rub them together until they feel dry. Avoid touching your eyes, nose,
and mouth with unwashed hands.
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Handwashing Tip:  It is important to teach children proper hygiene all the time, but
especially to remind them about good habits during a public health crisis like
COVID-19. One habit is proper handwashing. According to CDC guidelines, follow
these five steps every time you wash your hands.

1. Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and
apply soap.

2. Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap.
3. Lather the backs of your hands, between your fingers, and under your nails.
4. Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the “Happy

Birthday” song from beginning to end twice.
5. Rinse your hands well under clean, running water.

Physical Distancing - Avoid close contact by putting an appropriate distance
between yourself and others. Remember that some people without symptoms
may be able to spread the virus. Keeping an appropriate distance from others is
especially important for people who are at higher risk of getting very sick.

Cover Coughs and Sneezes - If you are in a private setting and do not have
your cloth face covering, remember to always cover your mouth and nose with a
tissue or the inside of your elbow when you cough or sneeze. Throw used tissues
in the trash. Immediately wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20
seconds. If soap and water are not readily available, clean your hands with hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

Clean and Disinfect - Clean AND disinfect frequently touched surfaces
throughout the day.  The district maintenance staff sanitize classrooms daily to
help ensure safety and disinfectant wipes are provided for use in all areas.

TRAINING - All staff will participate in COVID-19 professional development to be
familiar with signs, symptoms, precautions, and responsibilities.  Any new staff
will attend professional development sessions at the beginning of the school year
to ensure familiarity with all COVID-19 protocols.  All students will be instructed in
best practices for healthy habits on COVID-19.
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SCHOOL OPERATIONS

Communication with Parents and Community - All communication with
parents and the community will be delivered through an automated calling
system and the district web page www.jay.k12.ok.us. It is imperative to make
sure your phone number is correct in the school’s student information
system. This is the system that is used to make the important announcements.
Any shut down will also be posted on our social media outlets and through the
automated phone system. Parents should also connect to each site’s Facebook
page. Direct communication with site principals and teachers through text and
email will be used regularly. Jay Schools is committed to strong communication
and responsive action. If you need assistance and cannot reach your site, you
may reach out to Leann Barnwell, Superintendent at leannbarnwell@jayps.org or
call the office at 918-253-4293.

Morning Drop Off
● The lower elementary will have two drop-off locations. One location is at the front

of the building, and the second is at the Kindergarten loop from 8:00-8:25am.
● All elementary students are expected to use these two drop-off locations unless

they are a bus rider. Parents are asked to remain in their cars at all times. There
will not be a walk-up drop-off for car riders.

● The upper elementary and middle school students will be dropped off at the new
Middle School entrance on the East side of the building. High school students are
expected to be dropped off in front of the high school and enter there, unless
they are starting school at another site.

Afterschool Pick Up
● Please understand we realize that it is hard waiting for your children, but the safe

release of students is our TOP priority.
● We are asking all lower elementary parents to come through the Kindergarten

Loop and remain in your cars. School personnel will bring your child to your car.
● Parents are asked to social distance while waiting on students and to be patient

as students are released.

Lower Elementary - We understand that walking your child to the school
building on the first day of school is an important moment for families. We want to
assist you in making great memories. The following procedure will be used for
the first two days of school if you want to walk your child to the building.
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● Park in one of the parking lots available.
● Enter campus using the crosswalks.
● Parents will be allowed into the building on the first two days of school.

.

WHOLE CHILD & FAMILY SUPPORTS

Our mission is to ensure all students and their families feel welcome and safe at
school. This mission is especially important during the COVID-19 public health
crisis. Whether students are learning through on-campus face-to-face instruction
or virtually at home, we work to promote a feeling of community with all students
and families.

In response to the increasing needs of families, Jay Schools will do the following:
● Teachers will create regular check-ins with students
● Focus on Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)  to assist students in building

skills in self-awareness, self-regulation, and collaborative interaction
● Partner with Grand Mental Health to have counselors available
● Provide health, wellness, and community resources for students and

families on our website

For additional information about social, emotional or mental health, contact your
school’s site principal or counselor at:
Lower Elementary - Jeana Ramsey - jeanaramsey@jayps.org
Upper Elementary - Shayla Barnes - shaylabarnes@jayps.org
Middle School - Crystal Smith - crystalsmith@jayps.org
High School - Michaela Mouse - michaelamouse@jayps.org
High School - Lisa Reed  - lisareed@jayps.org

For health and wellness concerns, please contact one of our nurses.
Lower Elementary - Spring Freeman - springfreeman@jayps.org
Upper Elementary - Heather Stephens - heatherstephens@jayps.org
Middle/High School - Stephanie Catlett - stephaniecatlett@jayps.org

SCHOOL PERSONNEL

The safety of our school staff is also very important and vital to our success.
Taking care of all employees during the COVID-19 crisis will require flexibility and
understanding in the event of a positive COVID-19 diagnosis. To assist with
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these concerns, Jay Public Schools will have masks, hand sanitizer, and
disinfectant available to any staff member .
To provide the best support for our staff, we may need additional substitutes or
bus drivers in times of increased COVID-19 cases or other illnesses. If you are
interested in joining our team, contact Suzy Rush at suzyrush@jayps.org.

QUESTIONS

Questions and concerns can be directed to your student’s building principal or
the administration building.

Lower Elementary - Principal Cassie Youngblood cassieyoungblood@jayps.org
Asst. Lower Elementary Principal - Tammy Steffenson - tammysteffenson@jayps.org
Upper Elementary - Principal Jeff Gibe jeffgibe@jayps.org
Middle School - Principal Arlis Henegar arlishenegar@jayps.org
High School - Principal James Bryant jamesbryant@jayps.org
Asst. High School Principal - Marcie Postoak marciepostoak@jayps.org
District Curriculum Director/Virtual/Principal - Keeta Neal - keetaneal@jayps.org
District Transportation/Facilities/Safety Director - Marvin Stockton
marvinstockton@jayps.org
District Superintendent - Leann Barnwell leannbarnwell@jayps.org

CONCLUSION

Jay is a great community! Bringing students, parents, and the community together is
what we do best! Our success in responding to school years during COVID-19
conditions will require a community mindset and strong communication between all
stakeholders. We encourage parents to stay engaged and responsive as we are
committed to educate all students despite these challenges. We appreciate and thank
you for being flexible and understanding as we work together during these trying times.
Together we will get through this!
*This plan is subject to change based on local, state, and federal
recommendations for health and safety. For any assistance with this plan, contact
Leann Barnwell, Superintendent at leannbarnwell@jayps.org.
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