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Jay Public School District Foster Care Plan 

Under the requirements of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Section 1112(c)(5)(B) Title I educational 

stability provisions take effect on December 10, 2016. By such date, each school district shall have a Foster Care Plan 

developed and disseminated to all stakeholders. 

In Section 1111(c)(5) of ESSA, the school district must collaborate with the Child Welfare Agency and Tribal Child 

Welfare Agencies (CWA) to implement the Title I educational stability provisions. Therefore, each school district shall 

develop a clear, written Foster Care Plan. As such, the Foster Care Plan for Jay Public School District shall be as 

follows: 

1. LEA Point of Contact and responsibilities.   

The superintendent will designate at least one person to serve as the Foster Care Point of Contact (POC). The POC may 

also be the homeless student coordinator.  This designation will occur by December 10, 2016, and shall be updated 

annually.  The name of this person will be turned in to the OSDE through the online Grants Management System by 

September 30th of each year.  If additional staff members are needed to meet the requirements, the superintendent will 

make assignments as deemed necessary. The POC will work in the best interest of the child to ensure that all educational 

requirements are being met. 

The POC will work closely with the CWA to: 

• Coordinate with the corresponding child welfare agency POC to implement Title I provisions;   

• Lead the development of a process for making the best interest determination; 

• Document the best interest determination; 

• Facilitate the transfer of records and immediate enrollment; 

• Facilitate data sharing with the child welfare agencies, consistent with FERPA and other privacy protocols; 

• Develop and coordinate local transportation procedures; 

• Manage best interest determinations and transportation cost disputes; 

• Ensure that children in foster care are enrolled in and regularly attending school; and 

• Provide professional development and training to school staff on the Title I provisions and educational needs of 

children in foster care, as needed. 

 

 

 

2. Decision-making process. 

A committee will meet to determine if the school of origin is not in the best interest of each foster care child and the 

appropriate placement of the child.  The committee will be comprised of the site administrator or representative, the 

LEA’s POC, and a member of the CWA. In emergency circumstances the CWA has the authority to make an immediate 

decision regarding the school placement, and then consult with the LEA and revisit the best interest determination of the 

child.  

In the event of a disagreement regarding school placement for a child in foster care, the CWA will be considered the 

final decision maker in making the best interest determination. The CWA is uniquely positioned to assess vital non-



educational factors such as safety, sibling placements, the child’s permanency goal, and other components of the case 

plan.  The CWA also has the authority, capacity, and responsibility to collaborate with and gain information from 

multiple parties including parents, children, schools and the court in making these decisions.   

3. The type of documentation or records that should be shared between parties.   

Foster care parents, social workers or other legal guardians will be allowed to immediately enroll children in foster care 

in the school district without having the necessary paperwork (birth certificates, shot records, academic records, special 

education records, etc.) This is to help aid the student with a smooth transition into the district. The receiving school 

district will contact the school district of origin for the records and make adaptations as needed. After enrollment, the 

following guardianship or legal custody documents shall be provided for verification by the foster family or CWA: 

 Power of attorney 

 Affidavit 

 Court Order 

Jay Public School District will share education records with the CWA that are allowed by the Family Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act (FERPA) and other state privacy laws.  This allows educational agencies to disclose without parental 

consent educational records, including IDEA, of students in foster care to the CWA.   

 

4. Collaborative structure, such as regularly scheduled meetings, in which relevant individuals can 

participate in a particular process. 

The POC will meet with the site administrator, school counselor, classroom teacher, and foster parent as needed to 

discuss the progress of the child in foster care and will document the results of meetings.  All decisions will be made 

utilizing a collaborative team approach to determine what will be in the best interest of the child.   

 

5. The best interest determination document regarding the child’s school placement (school of origin or the 

receiving school). 

Jay Public School District shall utilize the following sample form from the Oklahoma State Department of Education in 

making a “best interest” determination for each child in foster care.  The final determination as to what is in the best 

interest of the child will be made by the CWA.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Print on School Letterhead and Individualized for Each Student  

Best Interest Determination Evaluation 

 

 McKINNEY-VENTO 

BEST INTEREST DETERMINATION FORM 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT OF STUDENT IN OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENT 

A copy of this document shall be kept in the student’s education record. 

Student’s Name: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Student State Testing Number (STN): ____________________________DOB: ___________________ 

Current School: ________________________________________________________ Grade: _________ 

Previous School(s):_____________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Best Interest Determination Meeting: _______________________________________________ 

Best Interest Determination: A Checklist for Decision Making 

Use the following checklist as a guide to assist with making the determination of what is in the best 

interest of the child or youth. Place a check in the box for each area of consideration that applies, either in 

the Remaining in the School of Origin column or Transferring to a New School. If needed, write notes on 

additional pages and attach to this form. 

Remaining in the School of Origin 

Considerations 

 Social/emotional considerations – the 

student’s social and emotional wellbeing 

will be negatively affected if transferred to 

a new school (considerations include age 

of the student, location of siblings, etc.) 

 Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-

home placement location – in light of the 

anticipated short duration of the stay, the 

student would benefit from the continuity 

offered by remaining at the school of origin 

where meaningful relationships exist. 

 Continuity of instruction – the student 

has experienced frequent school changes 

or has attended the school of origin for an 

extended period of time, and would be 

best served by remaining at the school of 

origin (considerations include credits 

necessary for graduation and preparation 

for future instruction). 

 Academic performance – the transfer 

will significantly and adversely affect the 

student’s academic performance. 

 Unique educational needs or academic 

and extracurricular interests – the 

student’s special educational needs (IEP 

or 504 Plan) or unique academic and 

extracurricular interests cannot be met at 

the potential receiving school. 

 Safety of the student – the school of 

origin is a safe environment for the 

student. 

 Transportation considerations – the 

advantages of remaining in the school of 

origin outweigh any potential 

disadvantages presented by the length of 

the commute. 



Transferring to a New School 

Considerations 

 Social/emotional considerations – the 

student’s social and emotional wellbeing 

will be positively affected or will be 

substantially affected if transferred to the 

potential receiving school (considerations 

include age of the student, location of 

siblings, etc.) 

 Length of anticipated stay in an out-of-

home placement location – the student’s 

current living situation appears to be stable 

and unlikely to change suddenly, so the 

student will benefit from establishing new  

relationships with school peers in the 

potential receiving school. 

 Continuity of instruction – the student 

has not attended the school of origin for 

very long and will be best served at the 

potential receiving school (considerations 

include credits necessary for graduation 

and preparation for future instruction). 

 Academic performance – the transfer 

will not significantly and adversely affect 

the student’s academic performance. 

 Unique educational needs or academic 

and extracurricular interests – the 

student’s special educational needs (IEP 

or 504 Plan) or unique academic and 

extracurricular interests can be met at the 

potential receiving school. 

 Safety of the student – the new school 

will be a safer environment for the student. 

 Transportation considerations – the 

length of the commute to the school of 

origin is excessive and may adversely 

affect the student’s concentration, attitude, 

or readiness for school. 



Attach all documents relevant to the student’s best interest determination. 

Check any that apply. 

 Report Cards/Progress Reports 

 Achievement Data (test scores) 

 Attendance Data 

 IEP Plan or 504 Plan 

 Correspondence from individuals consulted 

 Other: _____________________________________ 
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Best Interest Determination Meeting Participants 

In reaching the best interests determination, the Homeless Liaison should make all 

reasonable efforts to include or consult individuals with knowledge of the student 

(student’s attorney, parent, parent surrogate, and legal guardian) in addition to 

representatives of the LEA and any other person with information relevant to the 

best interest determination, including the student, if appropriate. The following 

individuals provided input in determining the school placement. 

 

 

Relationship to 

Student 

Name Contact 

Information 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Best Interest Determination 



 
 
 

 

 It is not in the student’s best interest to remain enrolled in the school of origin. 

The student will be enrolled in the school serving the current residence. 

Name of School: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: If a change in enrollment is in the student’s best interest, enrollment should 

take place immediately at the new school. To enroll the student in the new school, 

all that is needed is documentation showing that the student is in out-of-home 

placement, the address of the out-of-placement, proof of authorization to enroll the 

student in school, and identification of the person enrolling the student. All other 

educational records will be provided to the new school promptly and in accordance 

with state and federal law. 

 It is in the student’s best interest to remain enrolled in the school of origin. 

Name of School: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Interim Transportation Plan 

Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin. 

While the LEA works to develop and establish a Transportation Plan for the student 

to attend the school of origin from the out-of-home placement, a period of time that 

could be up to five (5) school days, the student will transported to the school of 

origin in the following manner: 

Considerations for the LEA in Establishing a Transportation Plan for the Student 

Complete only if the student will remain in the school of origin. 

In developing a Transportation Plan, the LEA should consider the following needs 

of the student (add additional sheets if needed): 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Homeless Liaison Name  Homeless Liaison Signature   Date  



 
 
 

 

6. Transportation procedures. 

Children in foster care will be entitled to transportation services in the same manner as all other 

children in the school district.  In addition to regular transportation routes, the school district will 

collaborate with the CWA when transportation is required to maintain children placed in foster 

care in a school of origin outside their usual attendance area or district when it is in the best 

interest of the student.  Under the supervision of the superintendent, the POC will invite 

appropriate district officials, the CWA, and officials from other districts or agencies to promptly 

arrange cost-effect transportation for the student. 

7. Responsibilities and costs related to student transportation.   

Jay Public School District will collaborate with the CWA to develop and implement clear, 

written procedures governing how transportation is provided to maintain children in foster care 

in their schools of origin.  The school district will also work with the CWA to reach an 

agreement in regards to covering the transportation costs.  The agreement will cover how the 

transportation will be provided, arranged, and funded for the duration of the child’s time in foster 

care.  Each agreement can/will vary greatly because the unique needs of each child should be 

considered in making the decision on transportation.   

 

8. Clear, written policies that will remove barriers to immediate enrollment and 

record transfers for children in foster care. 

Jay Public Schools Board of Education “Student Residency” policy ensures that children who are 

in foster care are granted residency in the district if they attended the district prior to entering 

foster care, if their current or prior foster family is/was a resident of the district, or if another 

child in their current foster home attends school in the district pursuant to a transfer. The district 

will periodically review its practices to ensure that its processes of enrollment are not overly 

burdensome.  

 

 


