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REQUIRED NOVEL FOR INCOMING 8TH GRADE Pre AP ELA STUDENTS 
 

Divergent 
By 

Veronica Roth 
 
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago, society is 
divided into five factions, each dedicated to the 
cultivation of a particular virtue - Candor (the 
honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the 
brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the 
intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all 
sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which 
they will devote the rest of their lives.  
 
But Beatrice has a secret, one she's kept hidden 
from everyone because she's been warned it can 
mean death. As she discovers a growing conflict 
that threatens to unravel her seemingly perfect 
society, she also learns that her secret might help 
her save those she loves... or it might destroy her. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Your summer reading project is due on Monday, August 20. It consists of 2 parts and will 
be worth 2 quiz grades. Please feel free to email me at lisa.brown@daytonisd.net if you 
have any questions. I’m looking forward to meeting all of you! 
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★ Dialectical Journal (100 points) 
 
The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation 
involving question and answer.” Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations 
with your book as you read it. This activity is meant to help you process what you’re reading and 
develop a better understanding of the novel.  
 
To make your dialectical journal, divide your paper into 2 columns. In the left column, you will 
copy significant quotes from the story exactly as they appear in the text and cite the page 
number on which you found each quote. Look for passages that seem significant, powerful, 
thought provoking or puzzling. In the right column, you will record your thoughts about each 
quote. Your responses could answer the following questions: 
 

● Does this quote remind you of anything in your life, history, current events, or another 
book/movie? 

● What do you like or dislike about this quote? Why? 
● Why do you think the author included this quote in the text? Do we discover something 

about a character or the setting? Does it help to develop the theme? Does this quote 
foreshadow what might happen next? 

● Is there something about this quote that you don’t understand? Does it stir up any 
questions in your mind?  

● Would you do something differently if you were in the character’s situation? 
 
You must select 8 quotes from this novel that you think are important to the story. These quotes 
should come from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. Your response to each quote 
should be long enough to adequately explain your opinion or idea and demonstrate a deep 
understanding and personal connection to the story and/or characters. This should be an 
example of your best writing (proper grammar, sentence structure, word choice, etc.). 
 

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD by Harper Lee 
 

PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT RESPONSE 

“The Radleys, welcome anywhere in town, 
kept to themselves, a predilection unforgivable 
in Maycomb. . . .” (9) 

This quote suggests that the town is a little 
closed-minded in viewing the Radleys since 
they don’t go to church or do other things 
common in Maycomb. This makes me think 
the people in this town are prejudiced against 
their lifestyle since it seems that the townsfolk 
might not really know them and have become 
pretty superstitious about them. People often 
get suspicious about what they don’t 
understand or what seems strange to them. 



 
★ Letter (100 points) 
 
Write a one-page letter from one character in the book to another. The letter can be typed or 
handwritten, if neat. The main details of the letter must come directly from the novel and show 
the distinct point of view of the letter writer. Be sure to include at least 3 references to actual 
events in the story. Underline these events in your letter. Remember, you are taking on the 
persona of one of the characters, so try to make sure their personality shines through your 
words!  
 
Ex: Homesick letter from Tris to her mother, love letter from Tris to Four, angry letter from Four 
to his father, welcome letter from Jeanine to Caleb, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
8th Grade Summer Reading Journal Rubric 

 

Category Exemplary Accomplished Developing Score 

Quote Selection 
(30 Points) 

All passages selected 
are meaningful and 
come from different 
parts of the book. 

 
 

Most passages 
selected are 
meaningful. 

 
 

The passages 
selected are not 
very meaningful. 

 
 

 

Response Quality 
(45 Points) 

Responses include a 
variety of thoughtful 

and thorough 
comments, 

connections, and 
questions. 

 
 

Some responses 
are exemplary; 
others are more 

basic. 
 
 
 
 

The responses 
did not require 

much thought or 
effort. 

 
 
 
 

 

Page Citation 
(5 Points) 

All or most quotes 
include the page 

number. 
 

  

Some quotes 
include the page 

number. 
 
 

Few quotes 
include the page 

number. 
 
 

 

Presentation 
(10 Points) 

The journal is 
well-organized and 

legible. 
 

 
 

The journal either 
lacks organization 
or it is difficult to 

read. 
 
 

The journal lacks 
organization and 
is difficult to read. 

 
 
 

 

Spelling/Grammar 
(10 Points) 

Few misspelled 
words and 

grammatical errors 
 

 
 

Occasional 
misspelled words 
and grammatical 

errors 
 
 

Frequent 
misspelled words 
and grammatical 

errors 
 
 

 

Total Score     

 
 

 



8th Grade Summer Reading Letter Rubric 
 

Category Exemplary Accomplished Developing Score 

References 
(15 Points)  

At least 3 underlined 
references to events 

in the story. 
 

2 references to 
events in the 

story. 
 

 

1 reference to 
event in the story. 

 
 

 

Voice/Quality 
(35 Points) 

Letter is written 
consistently in 1st 

person, author 
effectively takes on 
personality of the 

character and 
delivers a clear 

message. 
 
 

 

The letter does not 
stay in 1st person 
point-of-view, the 

author only 
partially takes on 
the personality of 
the character, or 
the message is 

unclear. 
 

 

The letter is not 
written in the 

correct tense, the 
author did not 

take on the 
personality of the 

character, and 
the message is 

unclear. 
 
 

 

Creativity 
(20 Points) 

The content of the 
letter is very 

interesting and 
creative. 

 
 

The content of the 
letter is mildly 
interesting and 

creative. 
 
 

The content of 
the letter is 

uninteresting and 
not creative. 

 
 

 

Length 
(10 Points) 

One full page 
 

 

¾ page 
 
 

½ page or less. 
 
 

 

Presentation 
(10 Points) 

Written in letter 
format, easy to read 

 
 
 

Not written as a 
letter or difficult to 

read 
 
 

Not written as a 
letter and difficult 

to read 
 
 

 

Spelling/Grammar 
(10 Points) 

Few misspelled 
words and 

grammatical errors 
 

 
 

Occasional 
misspelled words 
and grammatical 

errors 
 
 

Frequent 
misspelled words 
and grammatical 

errors 
 
 

 

Total Score     



 


