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6th Grade Summer Reading 

Children who don't read during the summer can lose up to three months of 

reading progress! To help prevent this loss, ALL students moving from 5th to 6th 

grade Advanced ELA must complete the 6th Grade Advanced Summer Reading Project. 

 

6th Grade Advanced ELA Expectations for Summer Reading Projects: 

 

1. Read The Girl Who Owned a City by O.T. Nelson. 

 

2. When you finish reading, complete the Summer Reading Assignment Questions listed in this 

packet. 

 

3. Complete the Summer Reading Activity. 

 

4. Bring your Summer Reading Questions and Activity on August 20th. 

 

5. Students will present their Activity in class during the second week of school. 

 

6. This summer reading project will count as the first test grade in your ELA class. If it is not 

finished, you will lose 10 points every week it is past due. At the end of the 

first marking period, you will be given a zero if you do not complete the project. 

 

What you should bring to school on August 20th : 

1. Summer Reading Assignment Questions- on a separate sheet of paper 

2. Summer Reading Activity  

 

ALL work must be neat and without spelling/grammar errors. 

ALL work must be labeled with your first and last name. 
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6th Grade Summer Reading Project 

Summer Reading Activity 

Novel One Pager  

 

What is a One-Pager? 

 It is a single-page response to your reading. It connects the ideas in the novel to your 

thoughts in a creative way. You will create your One-Pager so your audience will understand 

the big ideas, themes, and connections within the novel you read.  

Requirements: 

Use a lot of color and patterns (perhaps even texture) to illustrate your thoughts and the 

information clearly and creatively. 

• Use unlined paper only to keep from being restricted by lines.  

(Any size from 8.5 x 11 all the way up to poster board) 

• Don’t think half a page will do – FILL THE PAPER UP! 

• Include everything from the criteria list below. 

• Be sure to number and/or title each section. 

• You MUST include the title of the novel and the author’s name. 

Criteria Sections: 

1. Headline: Think of the big ideas and important themes in the book. Write a headline that 

summarizes and captures a key aspect or core idea that you would want to remember. Provide 

text evidence. 

2. Step Inside: Think about a character in the book. Imagine yourself as the person you have 

selected. Answer the following questions from that character’s viewpoint. Provide text 

evidence. 

● What might the person care deeply about? 

● What might the person wonder about or question? 

3. Make Connections: Find passages from the text that you can identify with, either from 

something that has happened to you or is somehow connected to other learning experiences. 

Explain the connection that is made. Provide text evidence. 



4. Ask a question and answer it: Write both question and answer on the paper. Provide text 

evidence that proves your answer. 

 

5.CSI: This is your chance to be creative and make your thinking visible. For this section, think 

about the essence or spirit of the entire book. Think about the theme that you identified in the 

Headline assignment. 

● Color: Choose a color that you think best represents the essence of the book (i.e. the 

theme that you have identified). Tell your color and explain why you say that. 

● Symbol: Create a symbol that you think best represents the essence of the book. Include 

your symbol and explain why you say that. A symbol is a thing that stands for something 

larger than itself, such as a quality, attitude, belief, or value. For instance, a dove stands 

for peace and the icons on your computer’s desktop stand for various programs or 

functions. 

● Image: Include a visual image you think best captures the essence of the book. Explain 

why you say that. An image can be a photograph that you cut from a magazine, clip art, 

or a drawing that you sketch yourself. 

 

Presentation: 

• You will present your activity to the class, explaining how the author conveyed 

the series of events. 

• Try to include literary elements such as flashback, rising action, and climax. 

 

Example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading Assignment Questions: 

PLEASE, answer ALL questions on a separate paper (notebook paper or typed). 

Include a complete heading as well as the information below. 

 

Title: 

Author: 

Main Characters: 

 

Questions (answer all): 

1. What are 10 important events that take place in the book? (List in chronological 

order) 

2. What is the most important idea that the author wants you to consider? 

3. Who is the protagonist (main character)? 

4. Who or what is the antagonist (the person or force against the main 

character)? 

5. How would you feel if you were in the protagonist’s position? 

6. What is the setting at the beginning of the novel? 

7.  What qualities does the main character display? 

8. What motivates the main character? 

9. How does the main character change by the end of the novel? 

10. How does the setting change by the end of the novel? 

11. What would you do if you were faced with the same situation as the 

protagonist? 



12. What were three problems (conflicts)  that the protagonist faced? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


