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The Hunger Games  

by  

Suzanne Collins 
 
 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, 

a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. Long ago the 

districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the surrender 

terms, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual 

televised event called, "The Hunger Games," a fight to the death on live TV. 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and 

younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she is forced to represent 

her district in the Hunger Games.  
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Dialectical Reading Journal 
 
For your project you will complete a dialectical journal over the novel The Hunger 

Games  by Suzanne Collins. The dialectical journal is merely a double entry journal. 
DRJs are conversations you have with the author of a book. The purpose of such a 

journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain their significance. It should 
be used to think about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember 

what is read. In effect, you will be holding a discussion with yourself on key points, 
asking questions, and reacting to particular phrases that drew your attention. 
 
How do I keep a dialectical journal? 
 

1. DIVIDE YOUR PAPER INTO TWO COLUMNS   
2. HEAD THE LEFT-HAND COLUMN AS “QUOTE (PAGE#)”  
3. HEAD THE RIGHT-HAND COLUMN AS “RESPONSES”  
4. AS YOU READ YOUR NOVEL, TAKE NOTES IN THE LEFT-HAND 

COLUMN OF PASSAGES OF INTEREST TO YOU. CITE PAGE NUMBERS.   
5. AS SOON AS YOU TAKE A NOTE, MOVE TO THE RIGHT- HAND 

COLUMN AND WRITE FREELY WHAT YOUR MIND SAYS ABOUT 
THAT QUOTE. LISTEN TO YOUR OWN THOUGHTS.  

 
For each entry: 
 

--In the left-hand column, copy word for word quotations or 

excerpts (i.e. imagery, phrases, or details) from your novel that 

you think are interesting or important. Cite the page number. 

Follow the example on the next page for appropriate 

punctuation//style. 
 

--In the right-hand column, write down your own thoughts,  
commentary, and questions about the quotations/ excerpts in the 
left-hand column. Responses may include:  

--Connections (How it reminds you of…a 
movie, another book, real life, personal 
experience, song, or news/current events) 

--Critique- state what you like or dislike about 
the quote you copied and explained why  

--Examination and commentary about the author’s 

style and word selection (author’s use of imagery, 

detail, diction, theme, figurative language, setting, 

characterization, predictability)  
--Interpretation about what the author is 

trying to say in a particular passage 
 
Journal Requirements: 
 
You are to write 15 entries. Entries must come from the beginning, middle and end of 

the book; include page numbers.  

In your journal, you will choose meaningful quotes or excerpts from the novel and respond to 

them accordingly. Record the whole quote. Do not use ellipsis. Short quotations rarely lead 

to deep thinking. I am concerned about the depth of your thought. 
 

Don’t forget to write the page numbers at the end of each quote or excerpt and use 

quotation marks around what you copied. Dialogue is placed in quotation marks and 

is something a character said. A quotation is any set of words you copy from the 

book. A quotation does not need to be dialogue, although it can be. 
 

Your response (right column) should be long enough to adequately explain your opinion or 

idea. Each response must be no shorter than 3 sentences. Responses must show a 

deep understanding and personal connection to the story and/or characters. Remember to 

pay close attention to your writing. Make your comments your best writing effort with good 

grammar, capitalization, sentences, etc. Proofread your journal entries as always. 
 

Use a variety of the following possible starter sentences for your response in your journal. 

Points will be docked for repetitive sentence starters. 
 

1. I do not understand…   
2. I noticed that…  
3. I now understand..  
4. This character reminds me of myself…  
5. I think the setting is important because…  
6. I think the relationship between_____and_____ is interesting because…  
7. I really like this (idea, person, attitude, etc.) because…  
8. Something I noticed (appreciated, wondered, etc.) is…  
9. The author’s use of figurative language (creates, helps me, etc.)…  
10. The author’s use of imagery reminds me of a time when…  

 
Example  

Quotation (page #) Responses 
“I see the eight of us in the Annex as if we Anne uses a metaphor to express her fears 
were a patch of blue sky surrounded by about the future and the anxiety and 
menacing black clouds. . . . [They loom] desperation that plague the residents of the 
before us like an impenetrable wall, trying to annex.  The image of the blue sky suggests 
crush us, but not yet able to. I can only cry freedom. Dark clouds, signifying the 
out and implore, “Oh ring, ring, open wide oppression and restrictions on the Jews, cover 
and let us out!” (114,115). the sky, suffocating Anne and the other 

 residents. Anne’s blue sky represents 
 liberation. And both the sky and freedom 
 remain beyond her reach. 

“Put the line from the text in quotes” (#). Your response should be your reaction, 
Put only the page number in parentheses, question, challenge to thought, or advance the 
and place the period outside of the thought of the author. It should not repeat or 
parenthesis and not inside the quotations. just restate what the author states. No 

 summaries!! 
 

 


