
2017 Advanced Academics Summer Assignment

            Woodrow Wilson Junior High School 

6th Grade Advanced English Language Arts Due Date 8/21/17 

Mrs. Sexton     annice.sexton@daytonisd.net 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

The summer reading book for incoming 6th graders in Advanced ELA is called, The Girl Who Owned a 

City by O.T. Nelson. Here is a short excerpt: 
 

Life in a quiet suburban town changes drastically for Lisa and her younger brother, Todd, when they 

survive a deadly plague that has swept across the world. For some inexplicable reason, everyone older 

than 12 is dead. Now Lisa and Todd must find a way to stay alive in a very dangerous world.  
 

Students are responsible for having the book read by the first day of school. This novel is interesting 

and will keep your child engaged. There is also a project due the first week of school. All students are 

expected to have the novel read by the first day of school and project turned on August 21, 2017. Students 

will have extension activities, quizzes, and lessons based on the novel. It will be a common text that will 

be referred to and expounded on throughout the year.   
 

The book is not expensive and can be bought online or at any bookstore. Be careful to get the regular 

edition, not the graphic novel.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING A COPY OF THE 

NOVEL. The school does not have classroom sets and the local library has only two copies, so do not 

rely on the public library or the school as a means to acquire the book.  
 

Why do we have a summer reading assignment? There are a number of reasons. It helps our advanced 

program remain competitive with similar courses in other schools. Also, the novels we choose are tied to 

course goals and allow teachers to “hit the ground running” the first day of school, promoting higher level 

thinking skills and rigor in classroom instruction. We have to be proactive in providing the best 

enrichment, and summer reading is a great way to begin. 
 

Please feel free to email me, (annice.sexton@daytonisd.net), for more information. Examples will 

be posted on my teacher page which can be reached on the WWJH website after June 8. Thank 

you for encouraging and challenging your child to do their best in school. In the words of W.B. Yeats, 

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” I hope this novel ignites your student’s 

imagination as well as creates curiosity about the upcoming school year. 
 

Thank you, 
Annice Sexton 
6th Grade Advanced Language Arts 
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6th Grade Summer Reading Project 
Children who don't read during the summer can lose up to three months of 

reading progress! To help prevent this loss, all students moving from 5th to  

6th grade Advanced ELA must complete  

the 6th Grade Advanced Summer Reading Project. 

 

6th Grade Advanced ELA Expectations for Summer Reading 

Projects: 

 

1. Read The Girl Who Owned a City by O.T. Nelson. 
 

2. When you finish reading, complete the Summer Reading Assignment Questions 

listed in this packet. 

 

3. Complete one of the two Summer Reading Activity formats. 
 

4. Bring your Summer Reading Questions and Activity by Monday, August 21, 

1017. 
 

5. Students will present their project in class during the second week of school. 
 

6. This summer reading project will count as the first test grade in your ELA class. 

If it is not finished, you will lose 10 points every week it is past due. At the end of 

the first marking period, you will be given a zero if you do not complete the 

project. 

 
 

What you should bring to school on the second week, August 

21st: 
1. Summer Reading Assignment Questions- on a separate sheet of paper with a 

complete heading. 

2. Summer Reading Activity Choice- ONLY one activity 

ALL work must be neat and without spelling/grammar errors. 

ALL work must be labeled with your name. 
 

My goal is to have examples on my teacher website. You have access through the 

school website.  
 



6th Grade Summer Reading Project 
 

Summer Reading Activity Choices: (Pick ONE of the two 

formats) 

 

Activity 1: Novel Timeline - Poster Board - must be done on poster board or tri-

fold.  

 1. Create a timeline of the 10 most important events that take place in the  

novel 

 2. Include images or symbols to represent each of these events. 

3. In 2 complete sentences explain the significance of the event in the story, 

how does it contribute to the plot.   

 

Presentation: 

• You will present your activity to the class, explaining how the author conveyed 

the series of events. 

• Try to include literary elements such as flashback and climax. 

 
 

Activity 2: Novel Timeline - PowerPoint 

 1. Create a timeline of the 10 most important events that take place in the  

novel 

 2. Include images or symbols to represent each of these events. 

3. In complete sentences explain the significance of the event in the story, 

how does it contribute to the plot.   

4. One slide per event and title slide 

Email your PowerPoint (annice.sexton@daytonisd.net) or bring a flash 

drive. 
 

Presentation: 

• You will present your activity to the class, explaining how the author conveyed 

the series of events. 

• Try to include literary elements such as flashback and climax. 
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Summer Reading Assignment Questions: 

PLEASE, answer ALL questions on a separate paper (notebook paper or 

typed). Include a complete heading as well as the information below. 
 

Title: 

Author: 

Main Characters: 

 

Questions (answer all): 

1. What are 10 important events that take place in the book? (List in chronological 

order) 

2. What is the most important idea that the author wants you to consider? 

3. Who is the protagonist (main character)? 

4. Who or what is the antagonist (the person or force against the main character)? 

5. How would you feel if you were in the protagonist’s position? 

6. What is the setting at the beginning of the novel? 

7.  What qualities does the main character display? 

8. What motivates the main character? 

9. How does the main character change by the end of the novel? 

10. How does the setting change by the end of the novel? 

11. What would you do if you were faced with the same situation as the 

protagonist? 

12. What were three problems (conflicts)that the protagonist faced? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


