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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

AP English Literature and Composition is a rigorous college-level course that provides students with 
learning experiences equivalent to a typical undergraduate survey literature course.  The coursework 
includes frequent challenging reading and writing and requires advanced independent thinking.  
Through critical analysis of literary texts, students will gain insight to how writers use language to 
provide meaning and to explore the “big questions of life.”  Using the lenses of style and structure, 
diction, figurative language, imagery, selection of detail, language, and syntax; students will evaluate 
literature in relation to man’s history to gain an understanding of how literature fits into its own time 
and becomes timeless.  Writing well about literature is a key component of this class in preparation for 
the AP Literature exam in May.  Successful completion of this test will afford the student college English 
Credit. 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM AP LITERATURE 

 Nightly reading of approximately 30-40 pages.  Many times the students will be reading one or two 

pieces of literature independently while working on a different piece of literature in class.  Therefore, 

students must become organized and self-disciplined. 

 Written compositions due weekly. 

 Frequent AP Responses graded using the AP Scoring Rubric. 

 Classroom forums/discussions in which ALL students are expected/required to participate. 

 Numerous outside projects resulting in classroom presentations and peer instruction. 

 

SUMMER TEXTS 

Students may select one of the following novels to read and annotate.  Then they are to complete the 
assignment below based upon the novel they choose to read.  Each of these novels tell a coming of age 
story and are set during different wars.    This assignment will serve as a springboard for the first unit 
we complete: “Themes Across Genres.” 
 

 The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
o American Civil War 
o The story is about a young private of the Union Army, Henry Fleming, who flees from 

the field of battle. 
 

 All Quiet on the Western Front By Erich Remarque 
o World War I 
o Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War I. They 

become soldiers, but break into pieces under the first bombardment in the trenches. 
As the war progresses, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of 
hate that meaninglessly pits young men of his generation who wear different uniforms 
against each other. 
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 Code Talker : A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two By Joseph Bruchac 
o World War II 
o After attending a boarding school run by whites who taught that Navajo is a useless 

language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men were recruited by the Marines to become 
Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue. 
 

 The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
o Vietnam War 
o A series of linked short stories about a platoon of American soldiers fighting on the 

ground in the Vietnam War. This is O’Brien’s third book about the war; based upon his 
experiences as a soldier in the 23rd Infantry Division. 

 

If possible, please purchase or obtain your own copy of the text How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor:  A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading between the Lines (Revised Edition) by Thomas C. 

Foster, as we will use this text numerous times throughout the year (you may have obtained this text 

for Pre-AP or prior AP classes): 
   

   

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (Due August 23): 

 

As you read, be sure that you are interacting with the text.  Annotate, underline, highlight, jot down questions, 

note characterization, etc. I have attached an example of annotated text.  (This is only a model; the expectation 

is that your annotations are similar to mine.) 

 

 You will turn in your books for a grade on Monday, August 23. 

 

 More than 90% of the book must be annotated to earn an “A”. 

 

 As you annotate and interact with the text pay particular attention to the following: 

 

o The horrors and brutality of war and the indifference toward human life 

o Effects of the war on the individual soldier 

o Physical and emotional changes within the characters 

o “Hidden” or unexpected enemies that the soldiers face (besides the actual enemy) 

o Symbolism, irony, imagery, and figurative language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOTATION HINTS 

These are only suggestions on how to annotate 
Beginning of Each Chapter:  Write a quick summary of the chapter as soon as you finish reading it.   
 
The Text:  underline or highlight key words, phrases, or sentences that are important to your 
understanding the text.  Use brackets to mark important ideas or passages and use lines or arrows to 
connect ideas.  Here are some suggestions on how to annotate the text: 

 Bracket important ideas or passages. 

 Connect ideas with lines or arrows. Use color to designate different threads of thought. 

 Use numbers in the margin to indicate the sequence of points the author makes in developing 
a single argument. 

 Use a star, asterisk, or other doo-dad at the margin (use a consistent symbol sparingly):  
to emphasize the ten or twenty most important statements in the book. 

 Use ??? for sections or ideas you don’t understand. 

 Circle words you don’t know. Define them in the margins. 

 Use !!! when you come across something new, interesting, or surprising. 
 

Top margins: Write a few words or phrases that summarize what is happening on the page in relation 
to the plot.  This will help you find specific passages during discussion or writing assignments. 
 
Bottom Margins: Questions you may have, explanation of highlighted vocabulary, notes to help you 
understand the contents of the page.  Your thoughts or your “conversation” with the text. 
 
Side Page Margins:  Notes to myself that I may want to return to later: 

 An allusion is used to draw attention to something without mentioning it directly, but is 
generally something with which the reader would be familiar.  

 A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something else, like a 
flag, or a cross, or fire. Symbols help to discover new layers of meaning. 

 Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of the five senses. Pay attention to 
imagery as it is important in understanding Shelley’s message and attitudes 

 Figurative language includes things like similes, metaphors, and personification. Figurative 
language often reveals deeper layers of meaning. 

 Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature. Tone can bring as much meaning to the story 
as the plot does. 

 Themes are broad ideas in the story, or a message or lesson conveyed by a work. These are 
usually messages about life, society or human nature, and explore timeless and universal 
ideas. Some of the themes found in Frankenstein include beauty, revenge, quest for 
knowledge, isolation, and family. 

 Plot elements (setting, mood, conflict, etc.) 
 
End of the Chapter:  Write a few bulleted notes as to the significance of the chapter, or highlighting 
the key points. 

 



REMEMBER:  Start early -- do not wait until August to begin reading this 
text!  If you have questions, email me! 

 

 


