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Reading :
Pre-AP English II students are required to read and be ready to discuss the novel Into the Wild prior to the first day of school.
The following annotation assignment that goes along with reading the novel will be due on Monday, August 23, 2021. There
will be grades given over this assignment in the first six weeks. If you have any questions or concerns, please email me at
rebecca.bolds@daytonisd.net

PART 1 Read – Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Students will need to purchase Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer. In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to
Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He had
given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his wallet, and
invented a new life for himself. Four months later, his decomposed body was found by a moose hunter. How McCandless came
to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild. A test over the novel will be given the second full week of school.

PART 2: While You Read – Annotation
As you read Into the Wild, you will choose two chapters to annotate in-depth. For these two chapters, you must have annotations
on each page.  Detailed annotation suggestions are listed below:

Allow time to read and annotate the novel carefully. Annotating is a way of “close” reading that requires you to think carefully
about the text as you read and to mark passages and make notes in the margins. Remember that when you annotate, you
underline short passages, put brackets around longer passages, and make brief notes in the margins that explain why you have
marked these passages. Underlining and bracketing without making margin notes is NOT annotating; you won’t receive credit for
simply marking passages. Remember that you are choosing TWO chapters to annotate in-depth. You must have
annotations on EACH page in those chapters.

Notes about Into the Wild:

• Jon Krakauer is a journalist who investigated and wrote about Chris McCandless before writing Into the Wild.
• This true story is not told chronologically. As you read, mark words and phrases that indicate when each part of the story takes place.
You may want to create a rough timeline of events based on what you find. Consider why Krakauer chose to organize the book the way
he did.
• Yes, you must read the Author’s Notes and the Epilogue. They are part of Krakauer’s story and contribute to the overall meaning.



Note: Make sure you annotate for ALL of the following, though you may not notice ALL of them in each chapter.

▶ Annotate for PLOT: Clues to where each scene falls chronologically.

▶ New/challenging VOCABULARY with the definition or explanation of the word noted (at least 2 per chapter)

▶ Annotate for CHARACTER: your own questions and observations of McCandless, other characters, or the author

▶ Annotate for THEME: When you see passages that reflect one of the themes below, mark the passage and note the theme in
the margin.

• The American Wilderness (Nature)

• Identity and Self

• Luck/Chance

• Idealism vs. Realism

• Arrogance vs. Ignorance (believing oneself to be mightier than nature vs. lacking the knowledge to navigate
nature)

▶ Annotate for passages you think are important, interesting, or unusual and star * them. Use several stars *** if you REALLY
think it’s important or interesting. This includes quotes that will help you answer the short-answer questions.

▶ If you have a question about something in the book, write it on the page when it first occurred to you. Use ??? to draw
attention  to the passage.

▶ Appeals to credibility, emotion, and logic/reason (ethos,pathos,logos)

▶ Significance of the quote at the beginning of each chapter.


