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Animal Farm

For this assignment, you’ll be reading the novel Animal Farm by George Orwell, which you

must purchase or obtain on your own. We recommend that you purchase the book in physical

form so you can annotate it and bring it to class (as opposed to an electronic version for a

phone or a Kindle). You can always check the book out from the library.

For the sake of consistency in page numbering, we suggest you obtain the Signet edition of the

book. This edition is available at Amazon for a low price.

Keep the book and bring it the first day of class and thereafter as you will use it in group

discussions and for writing an essay.

About the Book and Author

George Orwell wrote Animal Farm in 1946, after observing the rise of Nazi Germany and the

Soviet Union, which he felt were the epitome of oppressive governments that denied people

their freedoms and rights. The novel is considered an allegory, a story that conveys a symbolic

meaning. In this case, Orwell is criticizing the Bolshevik (communist) Revolution in Russia in

particular, and any revolution that betrays its own principles.

In order to fully appreciate the hidden meaning of the book, you must learn about the Russian

Revolution of 1917 and know its key figures, including Lenin, Stalin, and Trotsky, all of whom

are symbolized by characters in the book. Students need to watch the youtube videos on the

revolution by Keith Hughes and by Epic History. You must also read the introduction included

here.

Hip Hughes - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utr3otFlqp8

Epic History - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV9G1QUIm7w
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The Assignment

Annotated bookmarks:

As you read the book, highlight or mark key passages that reveal insights into character, plot, tone,

theme, motif, and symbols. Then mark these passages with “sticky” notes, which must have a detailed

comment from you written on each, that again, reveal some kind of insight into character, plot, tone,

theme, motif, and symbols. For full credit you must have at least 20 annotated bookmarks throughout

the book, numbered in order from 1-20.

Warning:

You are in an AP class with high expectations, so be sure to do the assignment honestly. Be sure to

fully read the book as you will be responsible for knowing the content, including the characters, the

plot, and any possible themes.

You may refer to such online sources as Sparknotes for support, but this is not a substitute for reading

the book. We teachers read Sparknotes and other online summary sites, and we will know what work

and analysis is your own and what is not, so do your own work.


