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This summer Pre-AP English I students will read a selection of chapters from Edith Hamilton’s book Mythology Timeless Tales of 
Gods and Heroes and be ready to discuss the pages read the first week of school. Students will use the remainder of the book as a 
reference guide by referring to the index to locate the information needed not only for this school year, but also for the rest of their 
Advanced Academic English classes in high school. Also, students have an opportunity to do an optional extra credit assignment 
which will be due Monday, August 23, 2021. If you have any questions, please email me at michele.weston@daytonisd.net, or you 
can message me through Remind once you sign-up.

PART 1: Read – Edith Hamilton’s Mythology Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes
Mythology is a compilation of imaginative stories resulting from manʼs attempt to understand the phenomena 
of nature and to explain cultural customs and rituals. Hamilton’s book has been established as a popular 
classic, a valuable tool, and a necessary reference work that is essential for any well-read student. Much of the 
literature you will read in school will contain allusions to Greek, Roman, or Norse mythology. For example, a 
character in a novel may be described as narcissistic, as an Adonis, or as undertaking Herculean tasks; all of 
these are references to Greek myths. Recognizing the myth leads to greater understanding of the character. 
As Western culture traces its political, philosophical, and social roots back to Greek culture, mythological 
stories also serve as the subject for works of art, commercial products and advertisements, comic books, and 
much more. 

READING SELECTIONS: read the following sections from the book

Part 1: The Gods, the Creation, and the Earliest Heroes
● The Gods 
● The Two Great Gods of Earth
● How the World and Mankind Were Created
● The Earliest Heroes

Part 2: Stories of Love and Adventure
● Cupid and Psyche
● Eight Brief Tales of Lovers
● The Quest of the Golden Fleece
● Four Great Adventures

PART 2: Optional Extra Credit - Mythology in Society
References to mythology are all around you, and even trips to such common places as the grocery store will reveal the characters of 
mythology. After you have read your selected pages from Mythology Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, find connections in society 
from items in your household to different places you may visit and spot a connection. Take a selfie of yourself with these items or 
locations, upload the picture in a Google Slide, and then add a textbox to explain the connection you made with the item or place to 
Mythology. You may find up to 5 different connections for extra credit points. Share your Google Slide Presentation with me by 
Monday, August 23, 2021 to receive your extra credit points. 

PART 3: Remind – Communication Notification 
Please take a moment to join my PAP English I Remind for the 2021-2022 school year. During the summer and throughout the school 
year, I will provide students and parents with updates, answer questions, and send reminders of important dates.  You can sign up 
one of two ways for Remind.  Using your cell phone, you can send the message @westonpap to the number 81010, or you can go 
to rmd.at/westonpap on a desktop computer to sign up for email notifications. Parents are strongly encouraged to join.
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