
 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Syllabus 
Advanced Placement English IV 

   

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The English IV AP curriculum is designed to cultivate the critical thinking, 

reading, writing, and oral skills required for students’ post-graduation ambitions.  This course is taught 

with college curricula and college level materials in preparation for future college work and/or mastery 

of the AP exam.   The coursework encourages students to become more reflective, analytical, and 

evaluative while further developing their collaborative and independent study skills, their written and 

oral discourse, and their exploration and understanding of philosophical ideas. Students will gain a 

familiarity with World Literature as a body of work by examining how cultural influences have influenced 

the work of authors beginning with the Old English and Medieval periods and continuing into the 

postmodern period.  This is a two-semester course; upon successful completion of this course, 1.0 credit 

will be awarded toward graduation. 

TEACHER  Dr. Ronald Wright   B.S. – University of Texas at Tyler 
INFORMATION: ronald.wright@daytonisd.net Education 
           

   Room 312    M.S. - Lamar University  
        Educational Administration 
      

   (936) 258-2510 ext: 4312  Ed.D. – Lamar University 
        Educational Leadership 
   

TUTORIAL TIMES:  Tutorials will be held on Monday-Thursday from 2:40 - 3:15; and on Monday-

Thursday mornings from 6:15 to 6:45.  Virtual office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00-1:40 via 

Google Meet at https://meet.google.com/bng-zkxp-ohv?hs=122&authuser=0. 
   

CONFERENCE TIME:  8:50 – 9:35 Daily 
    

COURSE GOALS: 

 Literary Element – This course’s literary objective is to analyze and interpret a sampling of 
British literature ranging from the Anglo-Saxon period to the present in preparation for higher 
education and for personal enrichment.   This course requires a great deal of reading outside of 
class--could include upwards of 30 pages per day. 

 Compositional Element – There will be a strong emphasis on effective composition in relation to 
the course’s literary objectives and for the purpose of exposing students to and preparing them 
for collegiate writing standards and expectations. 

 Project/Presentation Element – Students will participate in numerous collaborative activities 
and will be required to present findings and instructional material to classmates. 
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STUDENT TEACHER 

This year I am pleased to have Miss Logan Blair, a senior at the University of 

Houston at Clearlake, who will be student teaching in my classroom.  Miss Blair is 

a native Daytonian and 2014 Dayton High School Graduate.  She will graduate this 

December with a Bachelor of Science in English with a certificate in secondary 

education.   

REMOTE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

 Students who are accessing the curriculum via remote learning are expected to engage 

in the learning just as they would in class.  The reading and writing assignments are the 

same for both learning platforms. 

 Some texts may not be available on-line, and therefore remote students may need to 

obtain a copy of the text from a library or other source. 

 Assignments and instruction may be found daily in Google Classroom. Most assignments 

are due by 6:00 PM daily, however, some assignments may span multiple days or have 

extended due dates. 

 All students are expected to join the appropriate Google Classroom.  (This platform will 

be utilized for face-to-face students as well as remote learners.  See section entitled 

electronic learning for access codes). 

 Dr. Wright will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays via Google Meet to answer 

questions and conduct tutorials for students as needed.  To interact with Dr. Wright in 

realtime, join the Google meet on Tuesday or Thursday from 1:10-1:40 at this web 

address:  https://meet.google.com/bng-zkxp-ohv?hs=122&authuser=0 

 

ELECTRONIC LEARNING 

 All AP students are expected to participate in the following electronic platforms: 

o BRONCOMAIL – A great deal of communication between the teacher/school and 

the student occurs through the broncomail email account.  AP students are 

expected to check their email at least twice daily and to respond to emails 

appropriately and in a timely manner. 

o REMIND – This is a group messaging platform in which students can receive text-

based messages and communicate with the teacher via text message using a 

third party switchboard.  To join Dr. Wright’s AP Remind channel text @84636c 

to 81010. 

o GOOGLE CLASSROOM – All students MUST join Dr. Wright’s Google Classroom, 

as this will be the sole mode of access to instruction and assignment submission 

for remote learners, and will be utilized by face-to-face students for the 

submission of many assignments.  Create a Google Classroom profile using the 

broncomail account and use the following class codes:  

Period 2:  w2fe2rs             Period 4:  hvh5pc5            Period 6:  qmig4vc 
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o COLLEGE BOARD – All AP students must create a College Board account which is 

used for some assignments, registration for the AP Exam, obtaining score 

reports, and reporting scores to colleges.  The student should create an account 

at:  https://myap.collegeboard.org using the following unique class codes: 

Period 2:  9kyxd4             Period 4:  gvp9m7           Period 6:  rarxgk 

 

AP CONTRACT 

 All students and parents are expected to complete the English Pre-Advanced Placement 

and Advanced Placement Course Agreement. 

 This form will be emailed to all students at the beginning of school. 

 

REQUIRED SUPPLIES (Both Face-to-Face & Remote): 

 1 Composition Notebook – College Ruled (with pages sewn into the binding) 

 1-2 Pocket Folders 

 Pens (blue, red, green, and black ink are required) 

 Highlighters (pink, yellow, green and blue are required) 

 College ruled loose-leaf notebook paper 

 Glue stick (for use in journals) 
   

TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS: 

 Classroom Discussions - active participation required 

 Reading – in-class and outside novels, short stories, essays 

 Essays - Narrative/Descriptive, Persuasive, Expository 

 Journals/Response logs – Reflections 

 Individual Projects – generally research based 

 Group Projects - team building, cooperative learning, group presentations 

 Portfolios - synthesize and tie essays and projects together for reflection purposes 
   

GRADING POLICY:  A minimum of two daily assignment grades (homework, class work, quizzes, journal 
writing, etc.) will be recorded each week of the grading cycle and a minimum of three major grades 
(tests, major assignments, projects, etc.) will be recorded each grading cycle (9 weeks).  Daily grades will 
comprise 40% of the report card grade and major assignments will comprise 60% of the report card 
grade.   
   

 The Dayton High School grade conversion scale is as follows: 
  90-100  A Excellent Progress 
  80-89  B Good Progress 
  75-79  C Fair Progress 
  70-74  D Minimal Progress 
  69 & Below F Failing 
   

The average of both nine-week terms accounts for 84% of the semester grade and the semester exam 
accounts for 16% of the semester grade. Final grade calculations for 2 semester courses are determined 
by averaging the first and second semester grades together. 
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LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  Work must be submitted in a timely manner. The purpose of assignments is to 
provide students with practice and feedback of the material learned in class.     In order to provide 
timely feedback, and for work to be graded fairly, it must be submitted before corrected assignments 
are returned to other students.  Thus, it is imperative that students complete the work and submit it on 
the due date.   

In accordance with district policy:  Assignments should be turned in on the day they are due.  
Students are given 1 class day after the established due date to turn in late/missing work or alternate 
assignments in AP classes.  Students will receive 70% of the original grade for assignments that are 
received up to 1 class day after the established due date. Students are expected to turn in work if they 
attend school at all on days that assignments are due.      

The teacher may elect to provide an additional assignment to replace a zero, which is earned for 
missing work.  However, this is strictly at the teacher’s discretion, and seldom occurs in this advanced 
academic course.   
 

MAKE-UP WORK:  Students are expected to make up work missed while they were absent.  If a 
student is absent from class and his/her absence is excused by district policy, then the assignment may 
be turned in upon returning to school in accordance to Dayton ISD school policy.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to obtain, from the teacher, any assignments missed during their absence from class.  If 
absent (excused with a pass) and need to make-up an exam or class assignment, it is the student’s 
responsibility to make up that work within the time provided according to district policy.  Students 
missing class for extra-curricular activities should arrange for making up work PRIOR to the 
anticipated absence. 
 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES:  Makeup work is not permitted for students who have unexcused absences. 
If your absence is unexcused on the day a paper, text, project, assignment is due; you may be required 
to complete an alternative assignment. 

 
TARDINESS:  It is important that students arrive on time and are ready to begin class when the bell 
rings. Tardiness will not be tolerated.  The student who is excessively tardy will miss valuable instruction 
time. This loss of instructional time in this class could result in failure to receive credit for the class. 

 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Academic dishonesty (including but not limited to plagiarism, cheating, etc.) 
is not acceptable. Cheating includes the copying of another student’s work – homework, class work, 
and/or test answers and claiming it to be one’s own work; talking during a test; accessing the internet 
during class/test without permission; and the use of any forbidden or electronic device such as study 
aids, cheat sheets, calculators, or cell phones without the express permission of the teacher.  Plagiarism 
is the use of another person’s original ideas or writing without giving credit to the true author, or using 
a previously written paper that was used to receive a grade in another class.  A student found to have 
engaged in academic dishonesty may receive a grade of “zero” for the assignment in question, as well 
as disciplinary penalties, according to the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
FOOD AND DRINK:  Food and drinks are not allowed in class unless the item is specifically related to a 
classroom activity or lesson.  Open food items will be confiscated and thrown away.  Water and 
Gatorade type drinks in sealable clear bottles will be allowed according to school policy. 
 
HALL PASSES:  No student will be allowed to leave the classroom without a pass.  Passes will not be 
issued to conduct personal business, meet with teachers, or retrieve items from lockers.  Students 
should use the bathroom during class changes.   
 



 

 

ASSIGNMENT FORMAT:  The appropriate MLA/APA heading must appear in the upper left-hand 
corner of all assignments.  Heading includes first and last name, instructor’s name, course title, period, 
and date.  The title of the assignment must appear on the first line of the paper. Refer to the Standard 
Paper Format on the last page of this syllabus for specific instructions. 

 
REMINDERS:  I regularly send out electronic updates reminding students of homework, quizzes 
and tests using the service "Remind" These updates send text messages to your phone without 
either of us knowing the other's number.  If you would like to receive these updates, text 
@84636c to 81010 or you may go to https://www.remind.com/join/84636ca web browser.  
Parents/ Guardians, please include your name and your student's name when it asks you to 
provide your name to ensure privacy within my classroom. Ex: John Smith (Jacob Smith). 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS/POLICIES: 

 Come to class on time and prepared 

 Turn in assignments on time 

 Respect others, yourself, and the classroom at all times 

 Manners are a must and this applies to everyone 

 Do not speak while I am talking or while others are talking, it is terribly rude 

 If you take something out, please put it back neatly where you found it 

 Stay Awake/Stay Attentive – This is NOT naptime.   

 Always be honest and do what is right 

 BYOD items are only to be out when in use for class, otherwise put them away 

 Remain in your seat until I dismiss you - the bell does not dismiss the class 
    

MAJOR TEXTS (Subject to change and not listed in any particular order): 

 Major works of literature may include: 

o Beowulf by Unknown and Grendel by John Gardner 

o Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

o Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradburry 

o Rime of the Ancient Mariner  by Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

o Literature Circles in which students will choose one of the following titles: 

 The Long Walk by Stephen King 

 Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

 Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 

 Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon 

 The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande 

 Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 

o Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

o How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 



 

 

o Excerpts from various other works of literature 

o Numerous Short Stories & Poems 

 Senior Portfolios to include postsecondary preparation materials 

 Poetry Portfolio -  Fall semester project, due December 17 

 

Students especially those who are remotely learning, may wish to 

purchase their own copies of the assigned texts so they to annotate 

and take notes directly in the book.  (Bold faced ) 
 


