
Dear Parents, Students, Staff, and Friends of Dayton ISD, 

Welcome to Dayton ISD 2018-2019 School Year. Thank you for allowing us the privilege of teaching your child. We are 
very proud of our staff as they have worked very hard this summer to get things ready for the students. Your 
individual child's academic growth is of the utmost importance, and we will continually assess your child's growth up 
until the end of the school year. We will focus on the importance of reading and writing every day. DISD encourages 
all students and/or parents to read with their children for 15-20 minutes a day. Research indicates that if children 
read (or are read to) 20 minutes per day these are just some of the benefits: 

• Improves many areas in the brain 
• Improves listening skills 
• Builds literacy skills 
• Helps prepare children for college and/or a career  
• Improves academic performance in all areas 
• Improves writing skills 
• Improves vocabulary 
• Improves critical thinking and higher-level thinking 

Academics are very important, but so are the advantages of being involved in additional programs, clubs, and 
organizations. Even though our main goal is for academic success, we also are proud that we are graduating well-
rounded students. Please encourage your child to get involved in one of the many opportunities that are available to 
them. Dayton ISD offers a wide variety of activities, programs, and events for all ages.  

Over the past several years, our district has focused on improving the safety of our schools. Vestibules, fencing, 
security cameras, card readers, additional law enforcement, more training for the staff, and new protocols are just a 
few ways we have updated/improved our safety plan. Our Board has also approved the hiring of two district-wide 
counselors which will assist with the prevention/support in our mental health programs.  Please do not be alarmed if 
you see a greater presence of our local law enforcement officers, dogs, and random uses of wands/searches during 
the school year. All of these things are to improve our safety. Sometimes changes seem to be an inconvenience, so we 
appreciate your support in keeping your child safe. All DHS students must wear their ID badges at all times, and all 
DISD students will need to use mesh/clear backpacks. These are just two changes for this school year.  If you have any 
other specific questions concerning your child’s campus, please contact their principal. As we continue to look for 
additional ways to keep our students and staff safe, there might be other changes still to come.  

As a Dayton High School graduate myself, I am proud and honored to be a part of the DISD Team. I believe the School 
Board, DISD staff, and all stakeholders have high expectations and aspirations for our children. I love that educating 
the whole child and keeping them safe are our main priorities. Rita Pierson once said “Every child deserves a 
champion, an adult who will never give up on them, who understands the power of connection and insists that they 
become the best they can possibly be.” My hope is to continue striving for excellence as we challenge our students to 
think critically, dream big, study hard, and make wise decisions. 

As parents, educators and members of this community, I know that we care about each and every child that enters 
through our doors. We have supportive businesses, city/local officials, community clubs, churches, and parents who 
all support our students in this journey called education.  I know that together, we can make a positive difference in 
the lives of our children! 

Dr. Jessica Johnson 

Dayton ISD Superintendent  

 

 


